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Beale Street 

"Heart of the Blues"

Right in the heart of Downtown Memphis lies the legendary Beale Street.

Ever since its inception in 1841, Beale Street has always been a major

locus of commerce in the city. As the years progressed and the street and

the area around it built up, the street snowballed into a thriving

commonplace for travelling African-American musicians to perform. With

the advent of the Orpheum Theater and the Church Park, nightclubs,

restaurants and shops began to brim the area. Through the early 20th

Century, legendary musicians like Louis Armstrong, Muddy Waters and BB

King performed on Beale Street and developed the Memphis Blues sound.

Today, Beale Street is a major attraction in the city of Memphis, with

legendary blues clubs, restaurants and shops that have been around

almost as long as the street itself. Come evening, the street and its many

lanes are illuminated by myriad neon-signboards of bars and restaurants

which merrily beckon tourists and locals alike. The street is also known for

hosting the grand Memphis in May International Festival and the Beale

Street Music Festival every year.

 +1 901 526 0117  www.bealestreet.com/  bluesmaster@bealestreet.c

om

 Beale Street, Memphis TN
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Lida Gammill Sharpe Planetarium 

"A Planetarium Kids Love"

Tired of putting people, especially kids, to sleep with droning lectures in a

dark room and trying to compete with the IMAX theater next door? This

planetarium has spiced up its shows with laser lights and music from

bands such as the Grateful Dead, Pearl Jam and Pink Floyd. There is even

an Elvis show during Elvis Week in August. During special meteorological

events, such as meteor showers, the planetarium staff sets up telescopes

on the front lawn and encourages visitors to bring their families as well as

a picnic dinner.

 +1 901 636 2362  www.memphismuseums.org/planet

arium/about/

 3050 Central Avenue, Pink Palace

Museum, Memphis TN
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Graceland 

"The Mansion of The King of Rock n' Roll"

Once home to music legend Elvis Presley, Graceland epitomizes the

flamboyant style that the unforgettable seventies packed in. Life came a

full circle for the King of Rock 'n' Roll when he purchased this Colonial

Revival house in Memphis from Stephen Toof, a way of honoring the city

that fed his musical ambitions and set him on his way to becoming a rising

star. Rumoured to be the second most-visited house in the United States,

Graceland is preserved exactly as it was when Elvis lived here. Elvis

Presley bought this 13.8 acre (5.6 hectares) estate in 1957 and spent a

large part of his life expanding and improving the opulent property. On

the boulevard named after the legend himself, a sleek entertainment

complex and adjoining visitors centre feed Elvis' fans still-extant frenzy

through a wealth of displays and exhibits that revolve around the

musician's life. The Elvis Entertainer Career Museum highlights the main

aspects of his singing career, and display his most iconic sartorial

collections, while the Automobile Museum showcases the stunning fleet
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of cars that Elvis rode in, from the Cadillac Eldorado to the Stutz

Blackhawk. On August 16, the anniversary of Elvis' death, a candlelight

vigil draws worldwide fans to this exceptional monument.

 +1 901 332 3322  www.graceland.com/  Graceland@Elvis.Com  3764 Elvis Presley

Boulevard, Memphis TN
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Memphis Botanic Garden 

"Serene Gardens"

Memphis Botanic Garden is a collection of gardens that covers over 96

acres (39 hectares) in East Memphis. The lovely Japanese garden, with its

bridges, ponds and goldfish is a favorite with visitors, who come for the

candlelight evening tours in the summer. In the spring, the Ketchum Iris

Garden glows with a myriad of colors, while the Municipal Rose Garden is

at its best in May, June, and September. There is even a Sensory Garden

that is designed to appeal to all five senses.

 +1 901 576 4100  www.memphisbotanicgar

den.com/

 info@memphisbotanicgard

en.com

 750 Cherry Road, Memphis

TN
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Dixon Gallery & Gardens 

"Impressionist Art & Gardens"

The Dixons were a childless couple who collected art, both fine and

decorative and left it all to the city when they died. The travelling exhibits,

are often spectacular and have included Faberge eggs, glassworks by

Seattle artist Dale Chihuly, and an explosion of color from Raoul Dufy. The

17-acre (7-hectare) garden is usually open for strolling, except during

outdoor concerts, picnics, or theater productions. The museum shop often

has items from Memphis' Great Wonders exhibits! The museum is free for

everyone on every Saturday between 10 am to noon.

 +1 901 761 5250  www.dixon.org/  sschiavoni@dixon.org  4339 Park Avenue, Memphis

TN
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