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Burnside Park 

"Beloved Downtown Park"

Burnside Park is located adjacent to Kennedy Square Plaza and it's known

for its popular Burnside Music Series concerts every summer. The park is

named after Ambrose Burnside, a Civil War general from the state of

Rhode Island and it was constructed in 1892. Another highlight in the park

includes the Bajnotti Fountain and it's just an overall great place to relax

amidst the downtown hustle-and-bustle.

 +1 401 331 5544  2 Kennedy Plaza, Providence RI

 by Jef Nickerson   

Riverwalk & Waterplace Park 

"Woonasquatucket Walk"

Riverwalk & Waterplace Park is pegged against the confluence of the

Woonasquatucket and Providence rivers in a little corner of downtown

Providence. It's best known for its WaterFire events, which are mini-

bonfires that bob atop the water to the beat of world and classical music.

The city revitalized the entire area in 1994 and the walk makes an

otherwise droll stroll into a pleasant one when walking to College Hill over

the Washington Street bridge. The park's bridges are fashioned after

those classical ones in Venice, and it's not uncommon to see gondoliers

gliding under them.

 +1 800 233 1636 (Tourist Information)  www.pps.org/great_public_spaces/

one?public_place_id=86

 1 Finance Way, Providence RI

 by Kenneth C. Zirkel   

Roger Williams Park 

"Roger's Legacy"

This massive 427-acre park is located in South Providence, adjacent to the

suburb of Cranston. It sits upon land that was once inhabited by the

Narragansett Tribe before it was granted to Roger Williams, one of the

Rhode Islands's original colonists in 1638. His heirs donated it in 1871 and

the park was subsequently built in 1878. Once on the grounds, the park

contains seven different lakes and it's also home to the city zoo, botanical

gardens, the Museum of Natural History and Planetarium in addition to

some other quirky attractions like the Temple to Music and Carousel

Village. The aforementioned lakes are also the perfect spot to take a

tranquil boat during the summer and especially during the fall when the

leaves change their colors.

 +1 800 233 1636 (Tourist Information)  rwpconservancy.org/  1000 Elmwood Avenue, Providence RI
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 by Gary Brownell   

Roger Williams Park Botanical

Center 

"Botanical Wonders"

Home to two greenhouses, namely the Conservatory and the

Mediterranean Room, the botanical center shelters hundreds of species of

plants and palm trees. It is known as the largest of its kind in New

England. The botanical gardens are located inside the massive Roger

Williams Park, which is named after one of the state's founders. With

Edgewood and Cunliff lakes as a backdrop, it makes the visit to the

greenhouse even better. The center provides docent-led tours with

reservations in advance and during the summer, the center organizes field

trips for elementary school students and other events for adults.

 +1 401 680 7263  rwpconservancy.org/explo

re/botanical-center/

 info@rwpconservancy.org  1000 Elmwood Avenue,

Roger Williams Park,

Providence RI

 by Josh McGinn   

Roger Williams Park Zoo 

"Providence's Own Wilderness"

The winding sculpted paths of this park named after one of Rhode Island's

founding fathers will allow you to see more than 900 different zoo

animals. There are giraffe, zebra and cheetah habitats as well as an open-

air aviary which allows visitors an up-close look at the birds. Some of the

animals with more exotic names include the Babirusa, the Binturong, the

Aoudad or the amphibious and endangered Axolotl. The exhibits also

feature different geographical regions and environments, such as

Australasia and North America or a Wetlands Trail and a Marco Polo

Adventure Trek. The zoo is always hosting events that focus on

conservation, environmental stewardship and an overall zoological

education for schools throughout the greater Providence area.

 +1 401 785 3510  www.rwpzoo.org/  info@rwpzoo.org  1000 Elmwood Avenue,

Providence RI

 by Magicpiano   

Colt State Park 

"Relaxation for the Family"

Occupying the northern half of Poppasquash Neck peninsula, to the west

of Bristol, Colt State Park offers a recreation zone for the entire family.

Spread across 464 acres (187.77 hectares), this park offers biking and

jogging trails, horse riding, fishing facilities, playgrounds and over 400

picnic tables. Fruit trees and flowering plants dot the expanse of this park.

The park also offers picturesque views of the ocean. The Coggeshall Farm

Museum, an open-air chapel and an observation deck are located on the

premises of the Colt State Park.

 +1 401 253 7482  www.riparks.com/Location

s/LocationColt.html

 riparks@dem.ri.gov  Route 114, Poppasquash

Neck, Bristol RI
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