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Bowers Museum of Cultural Art 

"Prominent Orange County Museum"

Founded in 1932, this is likely the best all-around museum in Orange

County. The complex has particularly come into its own since its re-

opening in 1992 with expanded and improved exhibition spaces. Created

with funds donated by Charles Bowers, the complex was built in the style

of the California Missions, and is adorned with murals honoring that motif.

Originally intended by Mr. Bowers to focus on local history, the museum

has since enlarged its focus to incorporate artifacts from the cultures of

Southeast Asia, Oceania, Mexico and Native America.

 +1 714 567 3600  www.bowers.org  rweinberg@bowers.org  2002 North Main Street,

Santa Ana CA

 by David Eppstein   

Orange County Museum of Art 

"Orange County's Largest Gallery"

If you are driving south along the coast for the day from L.A., this gallery is

ideally situated near the popular Fashion Island shopping center, not even

a mile from the Pacific Coast Highway. The subject of much controversy

among Orange County's art crowd over the past few years, the museum

expanded to almost double its original size when the Newport Harbor Art

Museum (same location) and the Laguna Art Museum consolidated to

form this larger complex, scandalizing the art-loving Laguna Beach

community. The permanent collection focuses on late 20th-century and

California art, but the museum enjoys exhibitions that have included

works from artists such as Rico Lebrun and Pablo Picasso. The Plein Air

Café serves lunch, and a meal will earn you free admission to the

museum.

 +1 949 759 4848  www.ocma.net  850 San Clemente Drive, Newport

Beach CA

 by The original uploader was

Lordkinbote at English

Wikipedia.   

Mission San Juan Capistrano 

"Swallows & More!"

Historic Mission San Juan Capistrano is a California icon. Perhaps most

famous for visits from its annual guests of honor, the swallows, the

Mission means many things to many people. For Californians, it is a

powerful symbol of the state's complicated colonial history. For Catholics,

it is a profound religious site, indicative of the Church's own complex

heritage. History buffs spend hours reveling in the facility's many exhibits

and displays, connecting viscerally with the sights, sounds and feelings of

generations long past. For visitors of any background, it is an undeniably

gorgeous place to spend an afternoon--replete with striking architectural

elements and lovingly cared-for gardens.

 +1 949 234 1300  www.missionsjc.com/  26801 Ortega Highway, San Juan

Capistrano CA
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