
"Top Things To Do in St Petersburg"

St Petersburg - founded by Peter the Great - is Russia's second largest city. Home to the Winter Palace, Neva river and countless waterways, this

‘Venice of the North’ was the birthplace of the Russian Revolution and for a time was known as Leningrad.
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Mariinsky Theatre 

"Home of the Kirov"

Sometimes known outside Russia as the Kirov, Mariinsky Theatre is the

city's premier cultural venue. Named after Maria Alexandrovna, the wife of

Alexander II, the building dates from 1860 but stands on the same site as

a wooden theater erected in 1765. The greenish facade of the structure

appears unassuming, but the glittering multi-tiered interior is a jewel

among St. Petersburg's ageing auditoriums. The theater is famous for the

Kirov Ballet Company, but it is best known for opera.

 +7 812 326 4141  www.mariinsky.ru/  post@mariinsky.ru  Theater Square 1, St

Petersburg

 by Godot13   

Palace Square 

"Historic & Romantic Square"

Flanked by the imperious Winter Palace on one side and the sweeping

majesty of the General Staff Building on the other, the decadent Palace

Square is one of the world's most impressive inner-city expanses. Like Red

Square in Moscow, this open area has been an integral witness to a series

of events which mark the historical timelines of Russia. In 1905, the

square endured the ‘Bloody Sunday', when confused palace guards

opened fire on peaceful demonstrators, whereas during the October

Revolution, it was from here that the alleged "storming" of the Winter

Palace was launched. Dominating the heart of the square is the soaring,

granite-built Alexander Column, which was built to commemorate Russia’s

liberation from the shackles of France. Having been instrumental in

carving out the historic and revolutionary discourse of the country, the

square, now, stands as a vital venue of many significant cultural events of

the city.

 +7 812 380 2478  Palace Square, St Petersburg

 by Suicasmo   

Kazan Cathedral 

"A Stunning Piece of Architecture"

During a ten year period (1801-1811), master builder Andrei Voronikhin

oversaw construction of this majestic semicircular colonnade that still

stands guard on Nevskii Prospekt. Called the Kazan Cathedral, the

structure's 96 Corinthian columns are reminiscent of St Peter's in Rome

and were the only aspect of the cathedral that survived from the original

design formulated by Paul I. A symbol of Russia's triumph over Napoleon,

the monumental building is home to the Museum of the History of

Religion.

 +7 812 314 4663  www.visit-petersburg.ru/en/showpl

ace/195646/

 Kazan Square 2, St Petersburg
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The State Hermitage Museum 

"World-famous Museum"

Established by Catherine the Great within the walls of her glorious

Imperial residence, the Winter Palace, the State Hermitage Museum is one

of the largest and oldest in the world. At the time of her death, the

collection featured nearly 4000 paintings. Today there are more than

three million items making the The State Hermitage Museum a world

wonder. From its gilded coronation carriages to the ornate Malachite

Room, the museum's sweeping grandeur is captivating. Each room

showcases masterpieces from centuries-old porcelain and antiques like

Faberge Eggs to paintings and sculptures by renowned artists like

Rembrandt, Raphael, Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Van Gogh, Matisse, Renoir,

Degas, and Rodin. Each of the five buildings takes you on a visual journey

of European art and culture through the eons.

 +7 812 710 9079  www.hermitagemuseum.o

rg/

 visitorservices@hermitage.

ru

 Dvortsovaya Ploshchad 2, St

Petersburg

 by sergejf   

Nevsky Prospect 

"St.Petersburg's Lifeline"

Passing through the rivers Moyka, Fontanka and the center of Saint

Petersburg, Nevsky Prospekt is the arterial avenue of the city. A street as

glorious and important as this is fittingly named after the 13th Century

Russian Prince Alexander Nevsky. It runs along a vast area, covering

Admiralty to Moscow Station and Saint Alexander Nevsky Monastery.

Dotted with stunning architectural landmarks, most of them hold great

significance in Russian culture and history. The magnificent Baroque

masterpiece Rastrelliesque Stroganov Palace, the Neoclassical Kazan

Cathedral and shopping malls housed in the 18th Century buildings are

some of the most admirable attractions on the street. Nevsky Prospekt,

being one of the major thoroughfares, found a place in Nikolai Gogol's

short story by the street's name where the writer describes the

happenings of the road in great detail. Restaurants, cafes and shopping

centers provide a perfect urban blend to the old world grandeur of

Nevsky. A street that inspired Russia's Golden literary figures and

continues to leave everyone in awe, is undoubtedly the most sought after

tourist attraction.

 Nevsky Prospekt, St Petersburg

 by Prof. Mortel   

Catherine Palace 

"Dazzling Country Palace"

A stunning example of Russian Baroque architecture, the Catherine

Palace is undoubtedly the highlight of the Tsarskoe Selo Imperial

complex. Decorated in rich hues of blue, white, and gold, the palace

reveals the immense wealth and grandeur of the Russian monarchy at its

peak. Built under the instruction of Elizabeth I and completed by

Catherine the Great, the palace invited renowned architects like Rastrelli

to fashion its vast interiors. From the gold-leaf inlaid walls of the stunning

Amber Room to the sweeping splendor of the Great Hall in all its ornate

glory, the Palace has been restored to its former magnificence despite

being damaged in World War II. Other rooms of note include the Portrait

Hall, the Green Pilaster Room and the White State Dining Room.

 +7 812 465 2024  www.tzar.ru/objects/ekate

rininsky

 museum@tzar.ru  Garden Street 7, St

Petersburg
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Peterhof Palace 

"Russia's Royal Landmark"

Peterhof Palace is the epitome of Russian Imperialism with its

architectural splendor and the sheer magnitude of the complex. Facing

the Gulf of Finland, the sea-front gargantuan complex, often called "The

Russian Versailles" is replete with several smaller palaces and gardens.

Peter the Great planned to construct a palace fit for his royal status in

1705 and it was accomplished by 1725. Additions to the palace were made

in the latter years around the 1750s. A royal world in itself, the premises

can be studied intricately for a plethora of architectural styles and

nuances. Broad pathways lined with vibrant flower beds and hedge

labyrinths are spread out on multiple levels. Known for its extraordinary

range of fountains, the complex boasts of more than 60 fountains

cascading into gleaming waterways. The symmetry of the extensive

gardens was inspired by the French and Dutch Baroque gardening style.

The most opulent of all palaces, the Grand Palace acts as a centerpiece of

the complex. Staircases and balusters ornamented with golden figurines

can be seen leading into the palaces. A melange of Neoclassicism and

Baroque, even the smallest details evoke awe. Monplaisir, Peter the

Great's summer palace, is a charming Dutch-style mansion with red gable

roofs and sweeping vistas of the sea. An architectural magnum opus and a

UNESCO World Heritage Site in Russia, tourist, and locals fall short of

words praising this wonder.

 www.saint-petersburg.com/peterhof/grand-palace/  Razvodnaya ulitsa 2, St Petersburg

 by Bluesnap   

Winter Palace 

"Former Home of the Tsars"

Nestled in the heart of St. Petersburg is a magnificent canopy which has

carved itself a niche in Russia’s historic and architectural discourse. An

integral part of a massive palace complex, this palace sits astride the Neva

River and the sprawling Palace Quay. Originally constructed by the Tsars

to symbolize the greatness of the ancient Russian Empire, this sprawling

palace, having undergone multiple phases of reconstructions, is a stirring

testament to the unparalleled historic grandeur of historic Russia. The

palace yet reverberates with the long-standing legacy of all the royals who

inhabited it, including Catherine the Great, Empress Elizabeth and the

mighty Tsar Nicholas himself. Besides its historical significance, the

palace is an architectural masterpiece, comprising a blend of both

Neoclassical as well as Baroque styles. Boasting a facade crafted skillfully

with columns, pediments and a color scheme of alluring white, teal and

gold, the palace harbors an interior which redefines pomp and opulence in

more ways than one. Enclosed within the palace are thousands of

magnificently-decorated rooms, doorways and staircases, among which

the dazzling Grand Church of the Winter Palace, with its elaborate gilded

Rococo ornamentation, is one of its most coruscating sites. Housing the

State Hermitage Museum, the palace, today, is the locus of the city’s

cultural nuances.

 +7 812 710 9079  www.hermitagemuseum.org/wps/p

ortal/hermitage/explore/buildings/lo

cations/complex/BC3

 Dvortsovaia Naberezhnaia 32 - 38, St

Petersburg
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Saint Isaac's Cathedral 

"Vast Gold-domed Cathedral"

During the first half of the 19th century, around 11,000 serfs drove 25,000

wooden planks into the ground, creating the foundation for what would

become Isaakievskiy Sobor or Saint Isaac's Cathedral. More than 100

kilograms (220 pounds) of pure gold were used to gild the dome and its

112 polished granite support column. The massive interior is constructed

from various types of marble and stone, and it is designed to

accommodate up to 14,000 people. Construction of the cathedral was a

painstaking process, taking 40 years in total, and architect August Ricard
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de Montferrand passed away shortly after its completion. Now, the golden

dome has commanded the Neva River skyline for nearly 200 years. From

the 562-step climb to the circular observation deck unparalleled

panoramas of St. Petersburg await.

 +7 812 315 9732 (Tourist Information)  www.saint-petersburg.com/cathedr

als/st-isaacs-cathedral/

 St Isaac's Square 4, St Petersburg

 by Mark albert   

Church of the Savior on Spilled

Blood 

"Onion-Domed Church"

Dedicated to Tsar Alexander II, whose rule marked the beginning of a

liberated livelihood for enslaved serfs, the Church of the Savior on Blood

commands undivided attention with its location on the Moyka River

embankment. The beautifully ornate church was built on the same spot

where the beloved Tsar was assassinated by revolutionaries in 1881, and

as an ode to the Russian ruler, the church's granite-paneled facade tells a

riveting story of Alexander II's dutiful reign. Studded with exquisite

detailing, gleaming cupolas, and a facade awash with a splash of colors,

the church's unique architectural style sets it apart from St Petersburg's

other, less theatrical structures. The cathedral is lavishly encrusted with a

dazzle of semi-precious stones like topaz, crystal and jasper, all set on a

paneling made of Italian limestone. Within the church, casting a mellow

glow over the prayer hall, the roof is adorned with a tapestry of frescoes

and mosaics, based on paintings of Vasnetsov, Nesterol and Vrubel.

Spread over an area of more than 7500 square meters (80,729 square

feet), the mosaic collection is deemed to be among the largest of its kind

in all of Europe. The Church of the Savior on Blood is emblematic of

unbeatable hope following a trying time in Russian history, a symbol that

took nearly 24 years to build.

 +7 812 315 1636  cathedral.ru/ru/spas/building  Griboyedov Canal Embankment 2B, St

Petersburg
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