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Hôtel de Ville de Paris 

"Paris' Town Hall"

This splendid neo-Renaissance-style building is just minutes from the

Seine and right in the heart of the capital. In 1260, Louis IX decided to

endow Paris with the means of organizing its own affairs. Situated in

Place de Grève (grève meaning 'strike' the square gets its name from

discontented workers who often demonstrated here!), the building was

used as the seat of government during the French Revolution, when a

guillotine stood imposingly in front of its windows. Burnt to the ground

during a working-class uprising in 1871, it was rebuilt 11 years later and

became the current Town Hall. Crystal chandeliers, beautiful paintings

and vast function rooms are all part of its sumptuous interior.

 +33 1 4276 4925  en.parisinfo.com/museum-monume

nts/288/hotel-de-ville-de-paris

 29 rue de Rivoli, Paris

 by Diliff   

Eglise Saint-Gervais-Saint-Protais 

"Oldest Parish of the Seine's Right Bank"

The first Saint-Gervais Saint-Protais Church was built in the 6th Century in

the Marais district in Paris. The construction of its current shape started in

1494 and lasted 150 years. It is consequently the oldest parish of the

Seine’s right bank. Even though its style is definitely Gothic, the French

classicism has inspired the creation of the facade, which was finished in

1621. This facade has a distinctive feature: it has three different Greek-

style columns; moreover, one can also admire the two sundials: one is

made with Roman numerals, to the southeast, the other with Arabic

numerals, to the southwest. Inside the Saint-Gervais Saint-Protais Church,

one can look at the oldest church organ of Paris.

 +33 1 4887 3202  www.parisinfo.com/lieux-loisirs/100

276/eglise-saint-gervais-saint-

protais?1

 13 rue Barres, Paris

 by Pierre-Yves Beaudouin   

Crypte Archéologique du Parvis

Notre-Dame 

"From a Bygone Era"

Located opposite the Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris, Crypte

Archéologique du Parvis Notre-Dame is a treasure trove of important and

priceless ruins from Gallo-Roman to the 19th Century. The crypt is made

with the intention to preserve some of the masterpieces of an age and

period, which will never return. The traces which were discovered during

the excavation of 1965 were converted into a preservation space in 1980.

As this place is open to the public, don't miss an opportunity to visit, when

in Paris.

 +33 1 5542 5010  www.crypte.paris.fr/  7 Parvis Notre-Dame Place Jean-Paul II,

Paris
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 by *_*   

Île Saint-Louis 

"Natural Island on the Siene"

Named after King Louis IX, this island in the Seine River is known to be

the birthplace of Parisian civilization. Connected by many bridges to Paris,

Île Saint-Louis is a sanctuary from the bustle of the city. Untouched by

modernization, this small wonder has many markets, bakeries, cafes,

boutiques and historic attractions. One of the most significant monuments

is the St Louis en l'Ile Church, an ethereal chapel built in 1662. Indulge

your palate for fine food at the numerous restaurants around the island.

Suitable for all budgets whether it is dining, shopping or just sight seeing,

Île Saint-Louis will charm you with its centuries-old splendor.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  Île Saint-Louis, Paris

 by Peter Dutton   

Place des Vosges 

"Pistols at Dawn"

Surrounded by shady arcades that shelter beautiful boutiques, this

square, situated in the heart of the Marais, is one of Paris' unmissable

sights. Place des Vosges is perfectly symmetrical, measuring 140 meters

(459 feet) by 127 meters (416 feet). Stone and brick houses, whose almost

identical facades are all crowned by steep slate roofs, border its quasi-

rectangular shape. Designed by Henri IV, it used to be the favored sight

for duels. Famous people also lived in the area, including the Cardinal de

Richelieu and the writer Victor Hugo.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  Place des Vosges, Marais, Paris

 by Taxiarchos228   

Panthéon 

"Crypt House"

The Panthéon is a magnificent building that was built between 1764 and

1790, commissioned by King Louis XV and completed on the heels of the

French Revolution. Not only is the building renowned for its Neoclassical

architecture, but the Panthéon is also the resting place of famous

individuals such as Victor Hugo, Voltaire and Marie Curie. The

architecture is inspired by the Roman Pantheon, with the dome closely

resembling that of the St. Paul's Cathedral in London. This is a must-visit

for all visitors of Paris - not only for its grand history, but also the sheer

beauty of the Panthéon.

 +33 1 44 32 18 01  pantheon.monuments-nationaux.fr/  Place du Panthéon, Paris

 by Moonik   

Saint Germain des Prés Church 

"Paris' Primeval Church"

Abbey of Saint-Germain-des-Prés was a city on the outskirts of Paris

during the Middle Ages. It functioned as a mausoleum of the Merovingian

dynasty. Established in 558 CE, this abbey exhibits the remains of

innumerable wars, and architectural styles spanning from the 8th to the

18th Century. The ancient city has been demolished and the church

stands as a lone survivor. One must not miss the tombs of famous

personalities like René Descartes, King Childebert I and King John II

Casimir Vasa. Visitors can also explore multiple chapels, and a 12th-

century ambulatory and chancel.

 +33 1 5542 8110  www.eglise-sgp.org/  accueil@eglise-sgp.org  3 Place Saint-Germain-des-

Prés, Saint Germain-des-Prés,

Paris
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 by soomness   

Palais-Royal 

"Interesting History"

Palais-Royal has a storied past, evolving from a palace for Cardinal de

Richelieu to a debaucherous hideout under the leadership of Louis XIV's

brother to a center for new ideas and innovative thinkers during the Age

of Enlightenment. Revolutionary Camille Desmoulins solidified the role of

Palais-Royal as a historic locale by gathering a crowd and planning a

rebellion at the Palais arches. Today, this palace features a serene garden

and hosts the Ministry for the Arts and the Council of State.

 +33 1 4703 9216  palais-royal.monuments-

nationaux.fr/

 Place du Palais-Royal, Paris

 by Raul DS   

Luxembourg Palace 

"Seat of the French Senate"

The Palais' construction was commissioned in 1615 by princess regent

Marie de Médicis, who bought the Duke of Luxembourg's private mansion

and entrusted architect Salomon de Brosse with its transformation into a

royal palace. The inspiration for its Renaissance style came from Tuscany,

Marie de Médicis' birthplace; it remained royal property under the reign of

Louis XIV (who raised his children here) and then became a prison under

the 18th Century Convention (France's short-term, post-Revolution

government). During the Second World War it was used by the German

Luftwaffe (Air Force) as their headquarters. Today, it is home to the Sénat

(upper house of the French parliament) and its garden (Jardin du

Luxembourg) is one of Paris' favorites. The Musée du Luxembourg is

nearby.

 +33 1 4234 2000  www.senat.fr/visite/index.

html

 c.podloubny@senat.fr  15 rue de Vaugirard, Paris

 by Thesupermat   

Arc de Triomphe du Carrousel 

"Triumphal Arch"

The Arc de Triomphe du Carrousel punctuates the splendid landscape of

one of Paris' iconic squares. Within stumbling distance of the Musée du

Louvre and the ornamental gardens on Place du Carrousel, this triumphal

arch is a must visit. Built in 1806, it is an ode to the glories of Napoleon I's

army and is inspired by the Arch of Constantine in Rome. Two arches flank

a taller central arch, and the perimeter of the 19-meter (63-foot)

monument is surrounded by eight Corinthian columns. Statues of soldiers

cap the columns and bas-reliefs representing battles are carved on the

pediment. The quadriga on the top is reminiscent to the Horses of Saint

Mark at St Mark's Basilica.

 Place du Carrousel, Paris

 by Jebulon   

Grand Mosque of Paris 

"An Oriental Paradise"

Built in 1926, Grande Mosquée de Paris is one of France's largest

mosques. The decor of wooden ceilings is made from Lebanese cedar.

The fountains for performing ablutions and lavish oriental rugs whisk you

off into another world. The ponds and fountains, landscaped gardens, a

courtyard and a 33 meter (108 foot) high minaret are the prominent

features. An accompaniment of lush greenery makes this oasis all the

more welcoming on a hot summer day. This fine Moroccan-style mosque

has its own library and excellent restaurant and is renowned for Turkish

baths. It has separate spaces for conducting religious activities and

academic research. The on-site Arabic café is a wonderful place to enjoy

nuts and sheesha, while admiring the fine Islamic art and architecture.
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 +33 1 4535 9733  www.mosqueedeparis.net

/

 rectorat@mosqueedeparis.

net

 2 bis Place du Puits de

l’Ermite, Paris

 by Sergio Calleja (Life is a

trip)   

L'église de la Madeleine 

"Iconic Religious Landmark"

For connoisseurs of architecture in Paris, La Madeleine is a must visit.

Pierre Constant d'Ivry began the construction of this monument in 1764,

and it was completed by one of his colleagues. It was looted during the

French Revolution and Napoléon I later decided to transform it into a

temple in the memory of his glorious army. Eventually, this structure was

instead dedicated to St. Mary Madeleine. One of Paris' most famous

churches, its impressive façade is made up of 52 20-meter (65-foot)

Corinthian columns, while inside its nave is magnificently crowned by

three cupolas. Sculptor Charles Marochetti's marble statue the

Ravissement de Sainte-Madeleine overlooks the high altar, giving it a

unique splendor. Classical concerts are occasionally organized at this

church.

 +33 1 4451 6900  www.eglise-

lamadeleine.com/

 madln@orange.fr  Place de la Madeleine, Paris

 by Felix Smit   

Palais Bourbon 

"Home to the National Assembly"

Palais Bourbon in Paris is home to the French National Assembly. It is a

beautiful historic building with Renaissance architecture. It was formerly a

palace constructed for the daughter of Louis XIV. This beautiful structure

was designed by Lorenzo Giardini and Jules Hardouin-Mansart. It is also

known as the maison de plaisance and it overlooks the river Seine. Hôtel

de Lassay, next to this building is the official residence of the National

Assembly's President. Palais Bourbon has a beautiful collection of

paintings, sculptures, medals and furniture. Guided tours for big groups

can be organized.

 +33 1 4063 6000  www.assemblee-nationale.fr/histoir

e/palais-bourbon.asp

 126 rue de l'Université, Paris

 by Chad & Steph   

Tomb of Napoléon 

"Emperor's Final Resting Place"

Napoléon Bonaparte (b.1769) died in exile on the Isle of St. Helena in 1821.

Apparently the French thought better of him after his death and in 1840

his remains were returned to France and this magnificent memorial that

was built between 1843-53 now serves as his final resting place. Visitors

can observe the giant sarcophagus. The layout has a total of five gigantic

blocks. Along the walls is etched a chronicle of Napoléon's victories that

add counter-point to the grandeur of the vault. Napoléon's Tomb is set in

Les Invalides that was built by Louis XIV originally as a hospital for injured

soldiers. Musee de l'Armee, the French war museum, is also located here.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  www.musee-armee.fr/en/collections

/museum-spaces/dome-des-

invalides-tomb-of-napoleon-i.html

 Boulevard des Invalides, Dôme des

Invalides, Hôtel National des Invalides,

Paris

 by Entheta   

Paris Catacombs 

"An Underground Memorial"

Hidden beneath "The City of Light" is a dark underworld, the final resting

place of more than six million Parisians. The Catacombs of Paris are

underground ossuaries formed of a network of tunnels, caves, and

quarries filled with mortal remains, where the former citizens of Paris now

form a part of its foundation. As Paris went on its way to becoming an

important hub, thousands flocked to the city. This spurred justified

concerns about the limited cemetery space, leading to the creation of the

catacombs in 1810 at the site of the old Montrouge stone quarries.

Although in use as an ossuary as early as the 1780s, it was not until this

time that the catacombs were organized. The bones were arranged as per
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the cemeteries they were taken from, creating a subterranean skeletal

world, where the last of the lot were brought down in 1860. During World

War II, this network of galleries was used as a hideaway for the Résistance

movement; its vastness and the discretion of its entrances were great

assets indeed. These ossuaries, illustrated by texts, create a chilling

atmosphere and describe some of the defining events in the history of

Paris, giving visitors substance for meditation. It is also occasionally used

as a macabre venue for concerts, parties and other events.

 +33 1 4322 4763  www.catacombes.paris.fr/  1 Avenue du Colonel Henri Rol-Tanguy,

Paris

 by Remi Mathis   

Élysée Palace 

"The Presidential Palace"

The Palais de l'Élysée (Élysée Palace) is the official home of the President

of France. It was built in 1722, between the Grande Rue du Faubourg Saint-

Honoré: a small road leading to the village of Roule, and the Champs-

Élysées, by architect Armand-Claude Mollet. The structures are a prime

example of the classical style. There's an entrance vestibule running along

the ceremonial courtyard and gardens, a long central building, a State,

apartment divided down the middle by a large salon that opens out onto

the garden. In the early 1880s, the National Assembly issued a decree

designating the Élysée as the Residence of the French President, and it is

a potent symbol of the French Republic.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  www.elysee.fr/  55 rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré,

Paris

 by sanchezn   

Grand Palais 

"The Exploration Continues"

Established in 1900 for the Worlds Fair Exhibition, Grand Palais stores a

great treasury of history within its boundaries. The beautiful structure has

attracted many a tourist through the years and why not, the architecture is

breathtaking. The glass ceiling and walls allow a flood of natural light to

immerse the objects within. There's a lot for you to explore here: Nef du

Grand Palais, Palais de la découverte and Galeries nationales du Grand

Palais.

 +33 1 4013 4800  www.grandpalais.fr/en  3 Avenue du Général-Eisenhower, Paris

 by Tangopaso   

La Païva 

"A French Legacy"

Located inside a royal mansion that also houses a travelers club, the La

Païva offers a treat for those who are in a mood to indulge. The Italian

Renaissance hôtel, replete with ornate sculptures, Moorish interiors and

grand onyx staircases, represents the dreams of a former-courtesan-

turned-marchioness. La Païva, a French icon, gave fruition to her fantasy

of owning a home on Champs-Élysées, world's most beautiful avenue in

her eyes. While she and her husband, Count Guido Henckel von

Donnersmarck long retreated to Silesia where they died, this grand home

remains an everlasting testimony to La Païva's interesting legacy.

 +33 1 4359 7500 (Tourist Information)  paris-capitale-

historique.fr/visite/hotel-paiva/

 25 Avenue des Champs-Élysées, Paris
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 by nuno_lopes   

Eiffel Tower 

"Symbol of Paris"

Underneath the glaze of the Parisian sky, the Eiffel Tower captures the

dazzling spirit of its French capital. A magnificent wrought iron lattice

tower that was originally built as an entrance to the 1889 World's Fair, the

tower was designed by Gustave Eiffel after his inspiration was fueled by

the pyramidal form of Egypt's historic landmarks. This comparison was

met with ardent disapproval from several eminent Frenchmen before the

tower came to be the celebrated global icon that it is known as today. At a

stunning height of 324 meters (1,063 feet), the Eiffel Tower dominates the

skyline as the city's tallest, and the country's second-tallest freestanding

structure. Its majestic form sports three shades – darkest at the lowest

level and colored in a light contrast as the tower ambles up to the top – an

illusory mechanism adopted so as to complement its surroundings. The

Eiffel Tower is one of the most winning sights in all of France, and even

after more than a century, people continue to extol this monumental

symbol of architectural beauty.

 +33 892 70 12 39  www.toureiffel.paris/  5 Avenue Anatole France, Champ de

Mars, Paris

 by Pierre Camateros   

Château de Vincennes 

"Former Royal Palace"

This imposing building wasn't built in a day. In the 12th Century, King

Philippe-Auguste commissioned the construction of a manor house in the

Bois de Vincennes. It was fortified two centuries later. Its flamboyant

Gothic-style chapel wasn't finished until the 15th Century and it was King

Louis XV who, in the 18th Century, added the King and Queen's pavilions.

The First Empire saw the takeover by the army of the castle, which

became an arsenal. There are today two museums in the dungeon and the

royal pavilions. The Sainte-Chapelle has a nave and rose-windows in

magnificent stone.

 +33 1 4174 1912  www.chateau-vincennes.fr/  1 Avenue de Paris, Tour du Village,

Vincennes, Paris

 by By seier+seier   

Basilica of Saint Denis 

"Necropolis for Kings"

The first church was built in 475. It housed the tomb of Saint-Denis, who

according to legend, carried his head there after he was beheaded. In the

12th Century, the first stone of the basilica was laid. Therein followed the

construction of the nave and the chancel, which is decorated with ornate

rose windows. This abbey is a prime example of Gothic architecture. At

one time, all French monarchs were buried here. During the French

Revolution, the Basilica of Saint Denis was pillaged and the bodies

exhumed. The 13th and 14th-century funerary sculptures, and the

archaeological and Roman crypts are remarkable.

 +33 1 4809 8354  saint-denis.monuments-

nationaux.fr/

 1 rue de la Légion d'Honneur, Paris

 by Pedro Faber   

Château de Malmaison 

"Imperial Château"

Located just outside the city center of Paris, this former Imperial palace

was bought by Napoléon Bonaparte's wife, Joséphine de Beauharnais in

1797 and was used as a seat of the government as well as a retreat. The

regal chateau is surrounded by acres of lush green meadows. Château de

Malmaison functions as a museum now, recounting the glorious history of

its former residents. Its elegant apartments and extensive grounds are

open for tour. Temporary exhibits are usually on display, so check the

website for further information.

 +33 1 4129 0555  www.rueil-tourisme.com/F
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R/visite-chateau-de-

malmaison_4491.html

 reservation.malmaison@cu

lture.gouv.fr

 Avenue du Château de

Malmaison, Rueil-Malmaison,

Paris

 by Moonik   

Château de la Petite Malmaison 

"Greenhouse Events"

Intended to shelter greenhouses, the Château de la Petite Malmaison was

designed by a landscape architect Jean-Marie Morel, as an integral part of

the Malmaison estate. It was completed in 1805 as a technological

accomplishment for the era, enclosed partially by glass walls and

including a reception hall. Thematic and seasonal exhibits continue to be

hosted here. For visitors it is open all year long.

 +33 1 4732 0202  www.petitemalmaison.fr/  chateau@petitemalmaison.

fr

 229 bis Avenue Napoléon

Bonaparte, Rueil-Malmaison,

Paris

 by Giogo   

La Cathédrale Saint-Spire 

"Ancient Cathedral"

The Cathédrale Saint Spire is the only religious building which remains

today of the neighborhood of Corbeil-Essonnes. The first church on the

site dates to the year 957, but was destroyed by fire several times until

the current structure was built in 1437. A monumental entrance way which

was once part of the monastery built during the 14th Century sits before

the cathedral, giving it an imposing presence. Some remains of mural

paintings from the 14th and 15th Centuries are still visible, and the

decoration as a whole is representative of the Gothic style popular at the

time.

 +33 1 6496 2397 (Tourist

Information)

 www.corbeil-essonnes.co

m/spip.php?article338

 otourisme.corbeil@wanado

o.fr

 14 rue Cloître Saint-Spire,

Corbeil-Essonnes, Paris
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