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Île de la Cité 

"True Heart of Paris"

Île de la Cité's is one of two natural islands located within the city of Paris.

This island is entirely shaped by the Seine River and located in the heart

of the city. Many historians believe that the first group of people, a small

Gallic tribe, settled on the island in 52 BC. It has been inhabited ever since

by the likes of Romans, Merovingians, and contemporary French citizens.

Visitors will find some of the city's most recognizable monument on the

isle, including Notre-Dame, La Place Dauphine and Sainte Chapelle, to

name only a few. These structures on Île de la Cité serve as an excellent

representation of the beauty and architecture for which Paris is famous.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  Île de la Cité, Paris

 by Tom Bream   

Fontaine des Innocents 

"A Relocated Fountain"

Fontaine des Innocents was created by Jean Goujon between 1546 and

1549 to celebrate the entrance of Henri II in Paris. It was first located at

the junction of Rue St Denis and Rue aux Fers, leaned back on Saints

Innocents church: there were only three sides, decorated with nymphs

and naiads. At the end of 18th Century, Parisian cemeteries were emptied

and relocated, including the Innocent cemetery. The fountain was

relocated in 1788 to Rue des Innocents and Augustin Pajou designed a

fourth side. The Innocents fountain was relocated again by a few meters

in 1858 to place it in the center of a new square and a pedestal with six

basins was added.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  rue des Innocents, Place Joachim-du-Bellay, Paris

 by Grégory Tonon   

Pont Neuf 

"The City's Oldest "New" Bridge"

Pont Neuf is one of the oldest bridges which stretches across the river

Seine. Ironically Pont Neuf, translated into English means 'new bridge'.

Standing at the western point of the Île de la Cité, (island of the city), the

Pont Neuf bridge connects the left and right banks of the city. The bridge

was officially inaugurated in 1607, by King Henry IV. The attraction and

specialty of Pont Neuf is that, it was one of the first to have pavements.

Parisians love to socialize and hang out here, and hence there is no doubt

that the bridge is one of the most visited spots in the city.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  Voie Georges Pompidou, Quai de Conti, Paris
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Louvre Museum 

"Home to Mona Lisa"

The Louvre Museum houses one of the largest collections of artworks and

antiquities in the world. The museum is located inside the Louvre Palace,

which was built in the 12th Century as a fortress by Philip II. After Louis

XIV, he decided to move his court to Versailles, the palace was occupied

by a variety of institutions related to the arts. The museum was first

opened under the National Assembly in 1793. The establishment is

divided into sections, including drawing, painting and sculpture, and

houses antiquities from Egypt, Rome, Greece, and several other cultures.

Visitors to the museum can explore its many wings and see some of the

most famous works like the Mona Lisa, Venus de Milo and Liberty Leading

the People.

 +33 1 40 20 50 50  www.louvre.fr/  info@louvre.fr  Rue de Rivoli, Place du

Carrousel, Paris

 by Thomas Claveirole   

Arènes de Lutèce 

"Ancient Roman Ruins"

Discretely situated in the 5th Arrondissement, these Roman ruins are easy

to miss. They're a great place to come, however, if you're looking for a bit

of greenery and a breath of fresh air in a friendly neighborhood setting.

The ruins were first unearthed in 1869, and have since been excavated

and landscaped. Parts of the Roman amphitheater are clearly visible: a

testament to the Romans who founded the city of Lutetia, as Paris was

first called. On weekends, expect to find families and loads of children

running around. Or bring a book and a sandwich on a sunny weekday, and

enjoy the peace and quiet.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  www.parisinfo.com/sites-

culturels/4/arenes-de-lutece?1

 47 rue Monge, Paris
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La Pyramide Inversée 

"Da Vinci Code Fame"

If you hadn't heard of it before, The Da Vinci Code would have told you all

you need to know about the Pyramide du Louvre. La Pyramide Inversée,

however, is an attraction of a different kind; this inverted pyramid situated

at the Carrousel du Louvre is an upside-down skylight. Although the mall

itself has much to offer, the widespread fame of this inverted pyramid is

what draws so many tourists here.

 +33 1 4316 4710  www.carrouseldulouvre.com/  Place du Carrousel, Carrousel du

Louvre, Paris

 by Sergio Calleja (Life is a
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L'église de la Madeleine 

"Iconic Religious Landmark"

For connoisseurs of architecture in Paris, La Madeleine is a must visit.

Pierre Constant d'Ivry began the construction of this monument in 1764,

and it was completed by one of his colleagues. It was looted during the

French Revolution and Napoléon I later decided to transform it into a

temple in the memory of his glorious army. Eventually, this structure was

instead dedicated to St. Mary Madeleine. One of Paris' most famous

churches, its impressive façade is made up of 52 20-meter (65-foot)

Corinthian columns, while inside its nave is magnificently crowned by

three cupolas. Sculptor Charles Marochetti's marble statue the

Ravissement de Sainte-Madeleine overlooks the high altar, giving it a

unique splendor. Classical concerts are occasionally organized at this

church.

 +33 1 4451 6900  www.eglise-  madln@orange.fr  Place de la Madeleine, Paris
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Les Invalides 

"First Soldiers-Only Hospital"

This vast complex was founded in 1675, at Louis XIV's request to take in

French ex-servicemen and handicapped war veterans; these men are the

invalides commemorated by the building's name. It was the first French

hospital-turned-home to be built entirely for soldiers. The building is

adorned with a classical facade, a delightful little garden, a large

courtyard and an impressive esplanade. An erstwhile hospital that cared

for hundreds of disabled ex-servicemen, the complex also now houses the

Eglise du Dôme, Tomb of Napoleon, the Musée de l'Armée, the Musée de

l'Ordre de la Libération and the Musée des Plans-Relief.

 +33 1 4442 3772  www.musee-armee.fr/lhotel-des-inv

alides/lhotel-national-des-

invalides.html

 129 Rue de Grenelle, Place des

Invalides, Paris

 by dalbera   

La Nef du Grand Palais 

"A Grand Entry"

The entrance to the Grand Palais is a work of art in itself. La Nef du Grand

Palais also known as the Nave is a striking feature of this historical

structure. Housing a remarkable glass roof, considered to be one of

Europe's largest, this marvelous space was designed by Henri Deglane.

After a century, restoration work of the nave was undertaken in 2001 to

2005, under the direction of the renowned architect Alain Charles Perrot.

Spread across 13,500 square meters (145312.79 square feet), this nave is

used to host various exhibitions and entertaining events.

 www.grandpalais.fr/  Avenue Winston Churchill, Grand Palais, Paris

 by Bill Hails   

Montmartre 

"Historical Hillock"

Montmartre is to Paris what Manhattan is to New York! Second in

popularity only to the Eiffel Tower, a visit to this romantic city is not

complete without a climb up this quaint little hillock. Perched right on top,

is the world famous Basilique du Sacre-Coeur, whose grace and beauty

awes even the most hardened atheists. The climb may be a bit strenuous

however the panoramic views of a city steeped in history, war and

romance, are your prize for the effort. Along the way, you can find

jugglers, fire eaters, mime artists and the famed accordion players, who

are so synonymous with France. Erstwhile Montmartre was home to artists

like Monet and Van Gogh who despite their poverty, painted some of their

most fascinating works of art, right here. Even now, you will find artists

along the cobbled streets with their canvases and paintbrushes, painting

up a riot of colors while the world goes by.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  www.montmartre-guide.com/  Montmartre, Paris
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Eiffel Tower 

"Symbol of Paris"

Underneath the glaze of the Parisian sky, the Eiffel Tower captures the

dazzling spirit of its French capital. A magnificent wrought iron lattice

tower that was originally built as an entrance to the 1889 World's Fair, the

tower was designed by Gustave Eiffel after his inspiration was fueled by

the pyramidal form of Egypt's historic landmarks. This comparison was

met with ardent disapproval from several eminent Frenchmen before the

tower came to be the celebrated global icon that it is known as today. At a

stunning height of 324 meters (1,063 feet), the Eiffel Tower dominates the

skyline as the city's tallest, and the country's second-tallest freestanding

structure. Its majestic form sports three shades – darkest at the lowest

level and colored in a light contrast as the tower ambles up to the top – an
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illusory mechanism adopted so as to complement its surroundings. The

Eiffel Tower is one of the most winning sights in all of France, and even

after more than a century, people continue to extol this monumental

symbol of architectural beauty.

 +33 892 70 12 39  www.toureiffel.paris/  5 Avenue Anatole France, Champ de

Mars, Paris
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Arc de Triomphe 

"Historic Roundabout"

Famous for housing the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, the Arc de

Triomphe is a site of memories, current events, and celebrations.

Construction of the Arc de Triomphe began in 1806 and was completed

thirty years later. Standing in a direct line between the Louvre and the

Grande Arche de la Défense, the monument links the past with the

present and offers amazing views of the city from atop the arch. Many of

France's famous leaders, dictators, writers, and artists have passed under

its arch on the way to their final resting place, including Napoleon and

Victor Hugo. A closer look at the arc reveals six evocative reliefs carved

into its historic facade, portraying key highlights and events that

transpired during the French Revolution and Napoleon's reign.

 +33 1 55 37 73 77  www.arcdetriompheparis.com/  Place Charles de Gaulle, Paris

 by adrigu   

Le Palais de Chaillot 

"Iconic Palais"

Le Palais de Chaillot is beautifully towered over by the monumental Tour

Eiffel. It is located on the hill of Chaillot and was constructed by French

architects Louis-Hippolyte Boileau, Jacques Carlu and Léon Azéma for the

Great Exhibition of 1937. This Neo-Classical structure comprises of two

independent arched wings, each measuring 195 meters (639 feet) in

length, as well as four pavilions. It is adorned with sculptures and bas-

reliefs from the 1930s, as well as gold inscriptions by the celebrated poet

and philosopher, Paul Valéry. This building houses the Musée National de

la Marine and the Cité de l'Architecture et du Patrimoine on maritime

history and local architecture respectively. Visitors can explore the

captivating collections and attend a concert or play at the National

Theater of Chaillot. Overlooking the façade lies the splendid Jardins du

Trocadéro.

 +33 1 4952 4263 (Tourist Information)  1 Place du Trocadéro, Paris

 by Rog01   

La Défense 

"The French City"

With buildings such as the CNIT (Centre National des Industries et

Techniques) or the Grande Arche, the architecture of the La Defense

complex is definitely futuristic. Over 1000 major blue chip companies have

set up their head offices here. La Defense also houses one of the largest

shopping centers in Europe - the Quatre-Temps has over 250 shops. The

promenade on the square (a vast concrete slab that makes up its base)

exhibits contemporary sculptures by famous artists, such as Calder, Miro

and Takis.

 +33 1 4774 8424  www.ladefense.fr  ipoint@defacto.fr  Parvis de la Défense,

Puteaux, Paris
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Palace of Versailles 

"The Sun King's Palace"

Indisputably one of the most opulent buildings, the Palace of Versailles is

the epitome of French royalty. Louis XIV commissioned architects Louis Le

Vau and Jules Hardouin to build the Château de Versailles in 1664, on the

site of his father's small hunting lodge. It became one of the largest

palaces in Europe, accommodating up to 20,000 courtiers at a time. The

interiors are extravagant and the highlights include the Royal Apartments

and the world renowned Hall of Mirrors. The Grand Trianon (1687) and the

Petit Trianon (1762) are also in the park. In the year 1919, the Hall of

Mirrors played a significant role in world politics for being the place where

the Treaty of Versailles was signed. An outstanding exemplar of the

French Baroque architecture to this day, this UNESCO World Heritage Site

palace enthralls visitors with its opulence and legends.

 +33 1 30 83 78 00  en.chateauversailles.fr/  Place d'Armes, Versailles
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Les Jardins de Versailles 

"Gardens Fit For A King"

Situated to the west of the historic Palace of Versailles, Les Jardins de

Versailles is a magnificent garden created by André Le Nôtre for Louis XIII.

The beautiful landscaped garden is set in a geometric motif of paths,

bushes, flowerbeds, sculptures and trees. In addition to these, the

fountains radiate the opulence of that era and were set up to enthrall the

royal guests. All the artworks such as the statues and fountains are

creations of some of the great artists such as Charles Le Brun, Louis Le

Vau and André Le Nôtre. Recorded as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Les

Jardins de Versailles will bewitch you with its beauty.

 +33 1 3083 7800  Place d'Armes, Versailles
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