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Victor Emmanuel II National

Monument 

"A Witness to Glory"

Il Vittoriano a fine white marble structure built under the auspices of

newly installed King Victor Emmanuel and was inaugurated in 1911, a

symbol of Italian unity. It has been the centerpiece for many important

processions and moments of glory since Italy's reunification, including the

parades of Mussolini that took place outside it. The statue of Emmanuel

stands tall in front of this magnificent building along with the tomb of the

unknown soldier nearby. The whole edifice has a massive and grandiose

appearance covered in marble and atop sit two quadrigae of the goddess

Victoria. Today, it houses an interesting museum which details the

international and domestic intrigue which resulted in the Risorgimento, or

the Reunification of the Country. Open hours vary by season. Call before

visiting.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  Piazza Venezia, Rome

 by Allie_Caulfield   

Palazzo Venezia 

"The Window of Power"

Construction of this palace begun in 1455 for the Venetian cardinal, Pietro

Barbi, who made it his residence. Construction of the first palace was

completed shortly before his election to the Papacy in 1464 when he

adopted the name Paul II. He then decided to amplify the palace and

make it a dwelling worthy of a pope. The work continued until 20 years

after the Pope's death and it underwent architectural transformations on

several occasions over the centuries. In 1916 it was confiscated by the

state of Italy which decided to make it the Palazzo Venezia museum, a

role it still plays, as well as being the library of the National Institute of

Archaeology and History of Art. During the Fascist regime, the palace was

made famous by newsreels of the time, showing Mussolini speaking to the

crowds below from a window in the palace.

 +39 06 69 9941  Piazza Venezia 3, Rome

 by Alessio Damato   

Church of the Gesù, Frascati 

"Rome's Largest Altar"

Near the Piazza del Popolo, the Church of the Gesù, Frascati, Rome's first

Jesuit church, served as a model for later churches. Its appearance was

changed in the 17th Century, when its original austerity ceded to Baroque

decoration. Designed by Andrea Pozzo, the chapel of Sant' Ignazio, with

its columns in lapis lazuli and its gilded friezes, is typical of Baroque taste.

Bernini is represented by a statue dedicated to San Roberto Bellarmino, a

great theologian of the counter-Reformation. Do not miss the allegorical

frescoes of the nave, with stuccoes by Antonio Raggi, designed by Giovan

Battista Gaulli, known as Baciccia, and responsible also for the paintings

in the vault, the dome and the apse.

 +39 06 69 7001  www.chiesadelgesu.org/la-

chiesa/

 info@chiesadelgesu.org  Via degli Astalli 16, Rome

http://www.flickr.com/photos/st00ka/


 by Allie_Caulfield   

Piazza del Campidoglio 

"Michelangelo's Idea"

Reorganization of Piazza del Campidoglio began in 1539 as part of a plan

undertaken by Pope Paul III. It was the first square created as part of a

plan conceived by Michelangelo in which a space was created between

Palazzo Senatorio and Palazzo dei Conservatori bounded by a new

symmetrical building. The square is in the shape of a trapezoid with the

Palazzo Senatorio on the longer side (the seat of the city council's

administrative offices) and the Capitoline Museums on either side.

Michelangelo also designed the monumental flight of steps that leads to

the square on either side of which were the Dioscuri designed by Giacomo

della Porta. The pavement in the center designed by Michaelangelo on

which stands the equestrian statue of Marcus Aurelius, survived the

Middle Ages as it was thought, that it represented the Emperor

Constantine, the protector of the Christian religion.

 Via di San Pietro in Carcere, Rome

 by igorovsyannykov   

Palazzo Senatorio 

"Palace on Capitoline Hill"

The marvelous facade of the Palazzo Senatorio dominates Piazza del

Campidoglio, one of the major tourist attractions of the Eternal City. Rising

above the Tabularium, the heritage building is made famous by the

monumental double stairway that leads to the palace designed my

Michelangelo. Originally built between the 13th and 14th centuries,

Palazzo Senatorio was where all the important archives, tabulae and

official documents of ancient Rome were stored. Many architects have

contributed to the design of the structure, notably Martino Longhi the

Elder who designed the Bell Tower. From 1870 to present day it has

served as Rome's city hall where the City Council convenes.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  info@060608.it  Van di San Pietro in Carcere, Piazza del

Campidoglio, Rome

 by Matthew Folley   

Trajan's Market 

"The Oldest Shopping Mall"

This is probably the oldest shopping center in the world. Built by the

Emperor Trajan in the 2nd Century CE, it consisted of 150 offices and

shops selling food, flowers, jewelry and wool. The finest shops were

decorated with mosaics depicting the merchandise on sale. Today the

shops are intact, but empty, even though, when the wine-shops were

rediscovered, they were full of wine. The offices on the floor above

organized the distribution of free rations of corn to the citizens of Rome.

 +39 06 0608 (Tourist

Information)

 www.mercatiditraiano.it/  info@mercatiditraiano.it  Via IV Novembre 94, Via dei

Fori Imperiali, Rome

Capitoline Hill 

"The Center of the Empire"

Capitoline Hill is located near the Foro Romano and Campus Martius. The

hill is one of the seven hills that were located in the ancient city, and was

the center of all the activities of the empire. The Temple of Jupiter

Optimus Maximus, the most revered temple at that time stood here, and

its ruins are still visible. Housed here are the Musei Capitolini and City

Hall.

 +39 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  Piazza del Campidoglio, Rome



 by kirkandmimi   

Roman Forum 

"Center of the Ancient World"

A bygone beacon of the Roman Empire, the Foro Romano was the nucleus

of social, political and economic life in this historic city. Located between

the Palatine and Capitoline Hills, it was a revered meeting place that

witnessed the alpha and omega of a thriving empire. Triumphal

processions raked the regal roads of this plaza, while morbid silences

hung in the air after trials and executions that were carried out. Among

the priceless vestiges that remain today, the most salient ones include the

Regia, the royal residence, the Temple of Vesta and the Temple of Saturn.

Towards the northwest, the Umbilicus Urbis indicates the symbolic heart

of Ancient Rome, and the northern aisle of the Basilica of Maxentius still

stands in grandeur. While their transient glory is lost to the ravages of

time, what is left behind is not less than awe-inspiring. Worn columns,

near-crumbling facades of ancient marble and stoic triumphal arcs still

dominate the ruins' antiquated skyline.

 +39 06 3996 7700  www.turismoroma.it/it/node/1048  Via della Salara Vecchia 5/6, Rome

 by Bruce McAdam   

Sant'Ignazio Church, Rome 

"Majestic Jesuit Church of Rome"

Sant'Ignazio Church was built in the first decade of the 17th Century to

pay homage to the founder of the Jesuit Order. The magnificent splendor

of this chapel is typical of the period. Inside, you can admire the precious

stones, gilding, marble and stucco work. For the frescoes they called upon

the artist Andrea Pozzo, who designed the trompe l'oeil effect ceiling

featuring a cupola. A cupola was designed but never built, due to the

proximity of the monastery of Dominican friars, as it would have blocked

the light in their living quarters.

 +39 06 679 4406  santignazio.gesuiti.it/  chiesasantignazio@gesuiti.

it

 Via del Caravita 8A, Rome

 by FlickreviewR   

Theatre of Marcellus 

"Still Entertaining the Public"

The origins of this theater run back to 23 BCE, when Augustus had it built

in honor of Marcus Claudius Marcellus, his nephew and adopted son. The

theater had space for 20,000 people, and was used for games and

celebrations. The construction fell into ruin during the following centuries

due to plunder and fire: in fact it became a sort of quarry from which

materials were taken for the construction of buildings, churches and so

forth. Restoration began in about 1300 when the Savelli family bought the

ruins. The same family performed further work two centuries later, and

this was continued by the Orsini who acquired the complex in order to

enlarge their own building: they restored part of the theater. Today,

concerts are organized here, and this is the only way of seeing it from the

inside.

 Via del Teatro di Marcello, Rome

 by Jakub Hałun   

Largo di Torre Argentina 

"Republican Temples"

The ancient buildings that can be seen here were discovered during

excavation work in the 1920s. The four temples from the Republican era

were named A, B, C and D. Temple C is the oldest, Temple A is from the

3rd Century BCE, and some of the flooring and mosaics of Temple B are

still visible. Though Temple C was built in 100 BCE, the mosaic

decorations were added during a later period. Currently, this historic sight

is a no-kill cat sanctuary that houses abandoned cats from the area. Stray



cats are taken in, given shots, sprayed and given a home at the sanctuary

where they now abound. Whether you are a history buff or a cat lover, this

is one sight you have to see.

 +39 06 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  Largo di Torre Argentina, Rome

 by José Luiz   

Imperial Forums 

"Ruins of the Ancient World"

Imperial Forum is located next to the Foro Romano and is considered to

be an extension of it. The forums in the ancient city were typically were

public squares that were used for administrative purposes. Over time,

when the existing squares proved to be insufficient for the growing

population, several newer squares came up, collective being called the

Imperial Forums.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  Via dei Fori Imperiali, Next to the Foro Romano, Rome

 by Alexas_Fotos   

Piazza Del Quirinale 

"Tallest Square in the City"

Rome is known as the city of seven hills, and what better than to gaze at

its brilliance from atop a hill. The Piazza de Quirinale atop the Quirinale

Hill offers tourists this chance. The piazza or square is surrounded by

many historical structures such as the Palazzo Quirinale and the Obelisk

and Fountain of Pollux. The Palazzo Quirinale is a stupendous palace

housing the President of Italy. The Obelisk on the other hand used to be a

part of the Mausoleum of Augustus. Enjoy the view of Saint Peter's

Basilica and witness the sun rising over the city from this magnificent

piazza.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  Via del Quirinale, Rome

 by waldomiguez   

Pantheon 

"Pinnacle of Roman Architecture"

Originally commissioned by Marcus Agrippa, and subsequently rebuilt by

Hadrian, the Pantheon is a monumental homage to the architectural

finesse and ingenuity of the Romans. Massive bronze doors guard the

entrance to the central space, sheltered by the graceful arch of the

Pantheon's dome. The temple was transformed into a church in the early

7th Century by Pope Boniface IV and has remained well-preserved as a

result. The building's primary source of light is the oculus, a circular

opening at the dome's apex, rimmed with the original Roman bronze used

at the time of its construction. Many famous Italians are buried in the

Pantheon, including the Renaissance painter, Raphael, and King Vittorio

Emanuele I.

 +39 06 6830 0230  www.turismoroma.it/it/node/1107  Piazza della Rotonda, Rome

 by kittyvanrooij216   

Trevi Fountain 

"Toss a Coin!"

Designed by Nicola Salvi for Pope Clemente XII, the Trevi Fountain was

completed in the second half of the 18th Century. A towering likeness of

Oceanus forms the centerpiece of the Baroque fountain, with Abundance

and Salubrity on either side, while the rococo-style Poli Palace provides

the perfect backdrop. Tritons guide the chariot of Oceanus, and all around

the water flows, its gushing sound rising to a crescendo befitting the all-

consuming power it represents. Tradition has it that throwing a coin over

your left shoulder into the fountain guarantees a swift return to Rome.

Anita Ekberg's dip in the Trevi Fountain was immortalized in Federico

Fellini's La Dolce Vita, and Italian actor Toto even sold it to an American,

passing himself off as its owner. Featured in numerous movies since Trevi



Fountain has long inspired the passions of the human race and continues

to be revered the world over as one of Italy's most triumphant sculptural

works.

 +39 06 0608  www.turismoroma.it/it/node/1286  Piazza di Trevi, Rome

 by pokipsy76   

Tiber Island 

"An Island on the River"

Tiberina Island is linked to the banks of the river by two bridges, the

Fabricio and Cestio. Today, in order to protect Tiberina from the current,

the 'bows' have been extended right up to one of the pillars of the

Garibaldi bridge. Some ancient buildings can still be seen, like the Caetani

tower dating to the Middle Ages, and the church of San Bartolomeo that

was built on the site of the temple of Esculapius. Unfortunately nothing is

left of the 10th-century church as it was almost entirely rebuilt in the 17th

Century.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  Isola Tiberina, Southern bend of the Tiber River, Rome

 by Livioandronico2013   

Arco di Giano 

"Epochal Roman Architecture"

The last standing four-fronted arch in Rome, Arco di Giano is a must-see

for those on a quest to explore the Eternal City. Not hard to find, this

monument sits on the edge of the Forum Boarium and Velabrum junction

near the Church of San Giorgio al Velabro and Arch of Argentarii. The

origin of this magnificent structure can be traced back to early 4th

century, believed to be built in the time of Constantine I and Constantius

II. The four pillars once bore crowns that were removed by the Frangipane

family in the Middle Ages, to convert the structure into a fortress.

Although not confirmed, the arch is possibly dedicated to the ancient

Latin God Janus - the four pillars depicting the four-faced version of

Janus.

 +39 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  info@060608.it  Via del Velabro, Rome

Palazzo Montecitorio 

"The Seat of the Chamber of Deputies"

Currently the House of the Italian Chamber of Deputies, Montecitorio

Palace is a regal baroque palace overlooking Piazza Colonna, next door to

Via del Corso. Erected by Pope Innocent X in the 17th Century, this

building was designed by Italian baroque artist Gian Lorenzo Bernini, then

completed by Italian architect Carlo Fontana, after several dozen years. In

1871, a year after the Conquest of Rome - which integrated the Capital of

Faith and Culture in the Unification of Italy - Montecitorio Palace was

restored to become the seat of the Italian Chamber of Deputies, while

Madama Palace was chosen as seat to the Italian Senate.

 +39 06 6 7601  en.camera.it/4?scheda_informazioni

=36

 Piazza Montecitorio, Rome

 by Dnalor 01   

Bocca della Verità 

"Tell No Lies"

Found within the Basilica of Santa Maria in Cosmedin, the Bocca della

Verita is a large marble mask carved in the image of an unknown bearded

man. Its original purpose remains unclear to historians, who theorize

everything from its function as a drain cover to its use as a bloodletting

tool by cattle merchants during sacrificial ceremonies. The mask is

believed to date back at least as far as the 13 Century, having only sat in

its current location since the 17th Century. Today, legend has it that if you

tell a lie with your hand in the sculpture's mouth, your hand will be

instantly bitten off. This lore even features in the 1953 classic Roman



Holiday when costars Peck and Hepburn test one another's truthfulness

before the mystical mask.

 +39 06 678 7759  dps-promatic.com/bdv_info.html  Piazza della Bocca della Verità 18,

Rome

 by Anna Fox   

Circus Maximus 

"Ancient Arena"

In the 4 BC, Circus Maximus was one of the largest stadia in Rome, with a

capacity of 250,000 seated spectators. It was the venue for horse racing,

athletics tournaments and animal fighting. The last races held here were

in 549 CE. Another very popular sport was marine battling, the arena was

filled with water and fights between light boats took place. The tower is

from medieval times. Of great historical significance, this place is sure a

must visit attraction. Call ahead for more details.

 +39 06 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  Via del Circo Massimo, Rome

 by Allie_Caulfield   

Campo de' Fiori 

"Historical Executions"

Tradition says that Campo de' Fiori was named after the woman loved by

Pompey, Flora, but it is more likely to have come from something a bit less

romantic. In the 14th Century, Campo de' Fiori was a long-abandoned field

filled with flowers. In the second half of the 19th Century the square

became a place of daily market. You may be tempted to buy some of the

best fish, fresh fruits and vegetables, spices, tablecloths, utensils and

toys. It was also the scene of many executions, most notably that of

Giordano Bruno, the philosopher who was burned here in 1600. The

statue dedicated to him replaced a fountain that was moved to the nearby

Chiesa Nuova square, and a reproduction of it was moved to the side of

the Campo de' Fiori.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  Piazza Campo de' Fiori, Rome

 by Lansbricae   

Fontana dei Quattro Fiumi 

"The Iniquity of the People"

The Fountain of the Four Rivers is in the center of Piazza Navona. It was

built between 1648 and 1651 from marble and travertine by Bernini. The

fountain represents a large rock, which seems to emerge from the water

on which an Egyptian obelisk from the Roman era stands. The rock is

inhabited by allegorical animals and plants and decorated with the coat of

arms of the Pamphili family. Four large statues represent rivers of the then-

known areas of the world: the Danube for Europe, the Ganges for Asia, the

Rio de la Plata for America, and the Nile for Africa. The last is covering its

eyes so as not to see the iniquities taking place before it in the square, the

commerce practiced by merchants and tradesmen.

 Piazza Navona, Rome



 by waldomiguez   

Piazza Navona 

"Ancient City Square"

One of the most beautiful and popular squares in the world, visiting Piazza

Navona has to be in your itinerary while in Rome.The stunning buildings,

fountain and the sculptures at this square have an magical appeal. The

elegance and sheer beauty of Piazza Navona is bound to leave a long

lasting impression on you. During the Christmas season, the square is

packed with stalls selling toys, sweets and decorations for the nativity

scene or Christmas tree, making it a favorite spot for children. Its unusual

shape recalls the time of Domitian, who built a stadium for equestrian

displays here. The Fountain of the Rivers, with the obelisk, and the

Fountain of the Moor, with the God of the Sea, at the center of the square

are both sculpted by Bernini.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  Piazza Navona, Rome

 by Anthony Majanlahti   

Fontane di Piazza Farnese 

"Twin Fountains"

Two elegant twin fountains are to be seen in the wonderful Piazza

Farnese. They are formed by two large ancient marble tanks that were

originally part of the Terme di Caracalla but one was moved to its present

position by Pope Paul III Farnese. The other was moved later. They only

became fountains in 1626 thanks to Girolamo Rainaldi. The fountains are

decorated with lions' heads, rings in relief, smaller basins, and the coats of

arms of the Farnese family, and are topped by water jets.

 Piazza Farnese, Rome

 by Chris Yunker   

Via del Corso 

"A Shopper's Paradise"

For centuries Via del Corso has been the main road of access to the city

for pilgrims coming in from the north. Originally, it was known as Via

Flaminia during the time of the Roman Empire, and then went on to be

known as Via Lata in the Middle Ages. This road, measuring 1500 meters

(4921.26 feet), connects Piazza Venezia to Piazza del Popolo. Here,

among other things, you can find elegant palaces dating back to ancient

times. Most tourists today love taking a walk down this road only to lose

themselves in ancient history and the essence of this culturally rich city.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  Via del Corso, Rome

 by TreptowerAlex   

Colosseum 

"Symbol of Rome"

The magnanimous proportions of the Colosseum have long been a source

of wonder. Originally envisioned in 70 CE, the construction of this grand

structure was completed in 80 CE. At that time, it is believed that this vast

amphitheater could seat upwards of 50,000 spectators at once. The

Colosseum also features on the Italian version of the five-cent Euro.

Deemed as one of the Seven Wonders of the World, the Colosseum was

designed to be a horse racing circuit and arena for animal fighting and

gladiatorial battles, although it has also hosted significant religious

ceremonies in its early days. It is a symmetrical wonder set in the historic

landscape of Rome's heart. The enormous ruin is a UNESCO World

Heritage Site and is considered by many to be an iconic symbol of Italy.

 +39 06 699841  parcocolosseo.it/area/colosseo/  Piazza del Colosseo 1, Rome



 by eye of einstein   

Piazza Barberini 

"The Family Square"

After Via del Tritone and Via Veneto were opened into Piazza Barberini,

the square took on its present aspect. During the 17th Century, it was

named after the noble Barberini family that owned a large palace here

with gardens that have now become the National Gallery of Ancient Art.

The Barberini were also celebrated by two fountains by Bernini

commissioned by Pope Urban VIII, the Triton fountain and the Bee

fountain; the latter bears the family's coat of arms.

 Piazza Barberini, Rome

 by Anna Fox   

Piazza di Spagna 

"Meeting at the Steps"

An incredible, almost theatrical square with the lovely Spanish Steps

leading up to the Chiesa di Trinità dei Monti. One of the most important

fashion shows is held here, the steps being used as a catwalk. It is now an

international meeting point. The fountain known as the 'Barcaccia' (boat)

was commissioned by Urbano Barberini to commemorate the alliance

made with the King of France, whose coat of arms can be seen on Trinità

dei Monti. The square leads into several famous streets, Via dei Condotti,

Via Frattina and Via Borgognona with their luxurious boutiques, and Via

Del Babuino with its antique shops.

 +39 06 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  www.piazzadispagna.it/  Piazza di Spagna, Rome

 by SteO153   

Trinità dei Monti 

"Breathtaking Piety"

One of the best-known churches in Rome, because it provides the

backdrop to the famous Piazza di Spagna. The French built it at the end of

the 15th Century in a style that has Gothic touches, i.e. its two bell-towers

at the sides. The chapels inside contain frescoes by Daniele Volterra,

Perino del Vaga and Federico and Taddeo Zuccari. The interior has only

one nave and is divided into two parts by a gate. The Spanish Steps bear

the coats of arms both of Pope Innocent III and of the French, in memory

of their presence on the hill.

 +39 06 679 4179  Piazza Trinità dei Monti 3, Rome

 by Daniel X. O'Neil   

Santa Maria in Trastevere 

"Sacred Heart of Trastevere"

Santa Maria in Trastevere is the first Roman church to be consecrated to

the Madonna. Its foundations were laid in approximately AD 400, when

Christianity was only just beginning to take root in Europe. The present

edifice is dated 1300 and contains beautiful mosaics by Pietro Cavallini,

especially those dedicated to the life of the Virgin Mary. There is a

magnificent life-size icon, La Madonna della Clemenza, from as early as

the 7th Century. The nave is formed from granite columns taken from

ancient Roman edifices. The 12th-century mosaics of the façade, depicting

the Madonna and child and ten women holding lamps, are not to be

missed. The portico was renovated in the 18th Century by Carlo Fontana

and the balustrade is decorated with statues of Popes, baroque additions

which do not detract from the church's original medieval aspect.

 Via della Paglia 14, Rome



 by Katrina_S   

Palace of Justice, Rome 

"House of Juctice"

Palace of Justice is a colossal building which is also the seat of the

Supreme Court of Cassation, one of the principal courts of Italy sits on the

western side of Tiber at Piazza Cavour. Built in the late nineteenth century

by Guglielmo Calderini, it is a magnificent example of Renaissance and

Neoclassicism architecture. Tourists who arrive to see this monument

marvel at its grandeur and the fact that this beautiful building is not

carved out of marble, which is common for most Roman palaces but

limestone. And if you are visiting for the first time then just ask any local

for the Palazzaccio or "Ugly Palace".

 +39 06 6 8831  www.cortedicassazione.it/  Piazza dei Tribunali, Rome

 by Double Toothpick   

Via Veneto 

"Stars' Walk"

This is a street that has lived through alternate fortunes. In the early 20th

Century it was a fashionable street for strolling, with elegant venues such

as Caffé Bussi and Caffè Rosati and smart hotels such as the Majestic,

l'Eden, l'Excelsior and l'Ambasciatori Palace. After a relatively quiet

period, in the 1960s, in particular, the film La Dolce Vita, put Via Veneto

back into the limelight of society life, with the antics of the stars and the

audacious chases by paparazzi led by Tazio Secchiaroli. Today, Via

Veneto has returned to peace and quiet, and its famous open-air cafés are

frequented by tourists.

 +39 06 488 991 (Tourist Information)  Via Vittorio Veneto, Rome

 by Fernando Nunes   

Fontana dell'Acqua Felice 

"Drinking Water Finally!"

The fountain is known as Fontana Del Mosè due to the badly proportioned

statue of Moses in the central arch and its amazing resemblance to the

famous statue by Michelangelo. It was created as a finishing touch to the

Acqua felice aqueduct, ordered by Felice Peretti, better known as Pope

Sixtus V who introduced drinking water to this area. The two arches have

reliefs on the side of scenes taken from the Old Testament, while the lions

are copies of two Egyptian statues that are to be found in the Vatican

Museums.

 Piazza San Bernardo, Rome

 by Leo-setä   

Ponte Sant'Angelo 

"The Angels of the Passion"

Ponte Sant'Angelo is one of Rome's loveliest and most well-known

bridges. It is immediately recognizable by the statues of angels and the

magnificent view of Hadrian's Mausoleum (more commonly known as

Castel Sant'Angelo). The bridge is one of the oldest; built at the start of

the 2nd Century on Hadrian's orders to be the main access to his

mausoleum, however, it has since been restored. For example, Bernini

designed the statues during the Baroque era and his pupils sculpted

them. The angels hold the symbols of the Passion as one holds a crucifix,

another with a shaft and yet another with nails and a whip. Note the angel

bearing the cartouche and another with the crown of thorns: these ones

are more modern copies, because the original ones by Bernini were

transferred to Sant'Andrea delle Fratte.

 Ponte Sant'Angelo, Rome



 by Jean-Pol GRANDMONT   

National Museum of Castel

Sant'Angelo 

"Roman Landmark"

The splendid fortress of Castel Sant'Angelo was originally built as a

mausoleum for Emperor Hadrian in 139 CE. In the 10th Century CE, it was

transformed into a castle, then, 500 years later, into the elegant residence

of Pope Alexander VI Borgia. Michelangelo designed the marvelous main

court for Pope Leo X and many of the rooms inside are decorated with

frescoes of great beauty. It is also been used to house prisoners, including

the sculptor Benvenuto Cellini. The terrace offers a fine view of the river

Tiber and opera lovers will know that this was where the final act of

Giacomo Puccini's opera Tosca (1900) took place. The building is now a

museum with a fine collection of suits of armor which is open to the

public.

 +39 06 681 9111  www.castelsantangelo.co

m/

 pm-laz@beniculturali.it  Lungotevere Castello 50,

Rome

 by andrew wales   

Ponte Vittorio Emanuele II 

"A Monument to Liberty"

The Vittorio Emanuele II bridge designed by Ennio De Rossi was opened

on June 5, 1911 after 25 years of work. There are four columns that rise up

from the three-arched bridge, Two on each side, bearing bronze

representations of the Winged Victory, but it is the white marble

sculptures in the center of the bridge that attract attention, placed over

the pillars of the central arch to symbolise the Unity of Italy, Liberty,

Oppression defeated, and Loyalty to the Constitution.

 +39 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  Ponte Vittorio Emanuele II, Rome

 by Allie_Caulfield   

Piazza del Popolo 

"The Tip of the Trident"

During the Middle Ages, Piazza del Popolo formed the main entrance to

the city for pilgrims and travelers arriving on the Via Flaminia (from the

north). It was only when Pope Sixtus V placed the Egyptian obelisk of

Ramses II in the center of the square that Piazza del Popolo took on its

current function. The obelisk is the tip of the trident formed by the three

streets that begin in the square: Via del Corso , Via di Ripetta and Via del

Babuino. Valadier was the architect who gave the square its present

elliptical appearance by building the two ramps that lead to the Pincio.

Two shell-shaped fountains overlooked by groups of statues stand in two

hemicycles.

 +39 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  Piazza del Popolo, Rome

Villa Borghese 

"A Park for the Romans"

Design of Villa Borghese began at the start of the 17th Century when Pope

Paul V Borghese was elected. Its style resembles that of city villas from

100 years earlier. The gardens were especially cared for—aviaries were

added to house exotic birds and areas of the gardens were stocked with

peacocks, ostriches, gazelles and even lions. Over the years, the garden

was altered into an English-style space designed by Jacob Moore. One of

the park's loveliest areas is the Lake Garden, which is enclosed by a

railing that emphasizes the lake's irregular shape. In the center of an

artificial island, a temple was built dedicated to Aesculapius. The famous

Square of Siena has been the scene of horse-jumping and carriage-racing

competitions since it was first built.



 +39 06 3 2810  Piazzale del Museo Borghese 5, Rome

 by daddaq   

Pyramid of Cestius 

"Tomb for a Roman"

This monument is the tomb of Caius Cestius, Praetor and Tribune of the

plebeians during the reign of Emperor Augustus. Cestius, who had visited

the pyramids in Egypt, decided to create one for himself as a tomb. Made

in white marble, it is incorporated in the Aurelian walls. During the second

half of the 17th Century, while the base of the pyramid was being cleaned,

various pieces of columns were found, along with marble bases with the

names of the descendants of Caius Cestius engraved on them, and a

bronze foot. Inside the monument, there were no precious objects,

probably because a law had been passed forbidding excess luxury and the

burying of gold. As a result, the gold-embroidered clothing belonging to

Caius was sold, and the heirs used the money to erect the large bronze

statue, of which just the foot remains.

 +39 06 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  mobile.060608.it/it/cultura-e-svago

/beni-culturali/beni-archeologici/pira

mide-di-caio-cestio.html

 Piazzale Ostiense, Rome

 by Diliff   

St. Peter's Square 

"Holy Roman Square"

Enclosed by Bernini's magnificent colonnade, this square has the largest

number of visitors in the world. Millions of tourists wait here either for the

Pope's Sunday blessing or to enter the Basilica. More than a square, the

colonnade gives it the atmosphere of a courtyard, inviting people to enter

the church. The obelisk in the heart of the square has been standing there

since 1586. When a new pope is being chosen, it is at St. Peter's Square

that thousands gather keenly to see the black smoke turn white and find

out who the next pope is going to be. During Christmas, a nativity scene

and a Christmas tree are installed, and there is a remarkable atmosphere

of celebration, with the majestic dome dominating the scene behind.

 +39 06 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  www.vatican.va/various/basiliche/s

an_pietro/index_it.htm

 Piazza San Pietro, Vatican City

 by Prof. Mortel   

Sistine Chapel 

"Michelangelo's Masterpiece at the Vatican"

Some of the world's foremost examples of Renaissance art grace the

ceiling of the spectacular Sistine Chapel. Originally built in 1479 under the

direction of Pope Sixtus IV, the chapel forms a part of the Vatican City's

Apostolic Palace. It is here that the College of Cardinals gather to elect a

new Pope and has been the host of such gatherings and other Papal

functions since it was first conceived of. At the time of its construction,

while the walls of the chapel were painted with frescoes by artists like

Sandro Botticelli, Pinturicchio and Cosimo Roselli, the ceiling was

rendered a simple, solid blue with stars. It was not until 1508 that Pope

Julius II commissioned Michelangelo to paint the ceiling of the Sistine

Chapel. Many considered this an odd choice as Michelangelo, at that time,

was not known as a skilled painter. This led to speculations that

Michelangelo's lofty commission was a ploy devised by rival artists

Raphael and Bramante to ensure his fall from grace. Not to be deterred,

Michelangelo envisioned and achieved a series of frescoes that depict

scenes from the Old Testament, beginning with Creation and ending at

Noah's voyage aboard his ark. Each a masterpiece in its own right,

together they form a vision of unmatched artistry that draws millions of

visitors to the Pope's residence each year.

 +39 06 6988 4676  m.museivaticani.va/conte

nt/museivaticani-

mobile.html

 visiteguidategruppi.musei

@scv.va

 Via delle Fondamenta,

Vatican City



 by Averain   

Aurelian Walls 

"Demarcating the Boundary Of Rome"

The 19 kilometer (62,336 feet) long wall at the outskirts of the seven hills

of Rome is an architectural wonder. It marks the boundary of the old city

and is one of the most ambitious projects in the history of Rome. Built in

271 CE it was a security against the barbarian attacks of that period,

constructed by Emperors Aurelius and Probus. It has around 19 gates at

various locations for access. It took five years to build the wall made of

concrete. Remarkably, the wall is relatively well-preserved today, and can

be admired best near the Porta Ostiense and the Villa Borghese.

 +39 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  Viale di Porta Ardeatina 13-17, Rome

 by Erik Hagreis   

Appia Antica 

"Walk Through History"

The ancient Appian Way was the most important of the consular roads. It

was inaugurated in 312 BCE by censor Appius Claudius Ciecus after

whom it was named. The road was especially important for economic

reasons as it connected Rome with the south of Italy. Initially it only went

as far as Capua along the Pontine marshes, but was later extended to

Benevento and then all the way to Brindisi, which encouraged trade with

the eastern Mediterranean. This last stretch lost importance however

when the Appia Traia Way was opened that stretched down to Bari. Lined

with pines and cypress trees, the road is very attractive, particularly where

the original paving can be seen.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  Via Appia Antica, Rome

 by Sebastian Bergmann   

Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the

Walls 

"Recreating the Original"

Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls, all but the apse, totally destroyed

by fire, has been reconstructed to look exactly as it did in the 4th Century.

The Roman artist Pietro Cavallini helped with the 13th-century restoration

of some frescoes and the mosaic decorating the facade, which

unfortunately have not survived. The library and gallery annexed to the

basilica complex are well worth visiting. The library holds an extremely

rich collection of original manuscripts, including the Bible that belonged to

Charles the Bald, a magnificent original illuminated manuscript from the

9th Century. The gallery has precious 15th-century panels and two

frescoes transferred onto canvas by Giovanni Lanfranco. This church is

also one of the jubilee basilicas.

 +39 06 6988 0800  www.basilicasanpaolo.org

/

 info@basilicasanpaolo.org  Piazzale San Paolo 1, Rome

 by "Public Domain"   

Anfiteatro Romano Ostia Antica 

"Theater from the Augustan Age"

Constructed by the statesman Agrippa, a deputy of Rome's first emperor,

Augustus, Anfiteatro Romano Ostia Antica is a theater named after the

archaeological site on which it stands. Although it was built to

accommodate 3000, post renovation it has a capacity of 4000 spectators.

Apart from being a wonderful historical landmark, it also serves as a

venue for many concerts, festivals and cultural events.

 www.ostiaantica.net/teatro.php  Viale degli Scavi, Ostia Antica, Rome
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