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Basilica Parrocchiale di San Marco

Evangelista al Campidoglio 

"The Roman Lion"

The Church of San Marco, together with the Palazzo Venezia with which it

is joined, is one of the most interesting early Renaissance buildings in

Rome. It dates back to 1336 and was built by Pope Mark in honor of St.

Mark the Evangelist, who is celebrated on April 25. The church has a 15th-

century portico attributed to Leon Battisti Albert. The upper open gallery

is designed by Giuliano da Maiano, while the beautiful 16th-century portal

is credited to Isaia da Pisa. The church contains numerous medieval

remains including an ancient well, and the bell tower. This church belongs

to the Venetian community in Rome.

 +39 06 679 5205  www.sanmarcoevangelist

a.it/

 parroco@sanmarcoevangel

ista.it

 Piazza di San Marco 48,

Palazzo Venezia, Rome

 by artyangel   

Great Synagogue of Rome 

"Jewish History in Rome"

Built post the Italian unification, Tempio Maggiore di Roma is the city's

largest synagogue. The construction was completed in 1904, and the 1986

visit by Pope John Paul II made it the first documented synagogue to have

been visited by a head of the Roman Catholic Church. As a mark of

respect to the victims of the Holocaust and those of the Palestine

Liberation Organization attack, the synagogue bears commemorative

plates. More than just a place of worship, it is also a cultural center for

Rome's Jewish community.

 +39 06 6840 0661  Lungotevere Dè Cenci, Rome

 by Dimitry B.   

Sant'Andrea della Valle 

"Second-Largest Cupola in Rome"

This church, with the second largest dome in Rome, was designed by

Carlo Maderno. He called on his nephew, the young stone-cutter

Francesco Borromini, to help him make the capitals of the dome's lantern.

Baroque artists such as Giovanni Lanfranco and Domenichino, contributed

to the decoration of the walls and ceilings. Popes Pius II and III are buried

here, as is Monsignor Giovanni della casa, author of Galateo.

 +39 06 686 1339  santandrea.teatinos.org/e

n/

 rettore@sant-andrea-

roma.it

 Piazza Vidoni 6, Rome
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Santa Maria ai Monti 

"The Church of the Madonna"

Also called Madonna dei Monti, the church of Santa Maria ai Monti

celebrates the Virgin Mary. It was constructed under Pope Gregory XIII. A

photograph of the Virgin had astonishingly appeared in a convent nearby.

Every year, on April 24 a procession carries this image across the town.

Inspired by the church of Gesú, the church has a similar form and its

corners have statues of the prophets and the ceilings and walls contain

murals and paintings by master artists of those times. The dome has a

great structural beauty which leaves one awestruck.

 +39 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  Via della Madonna dei Monti 41, Rome

 by Avinash Kunnath   

Santa Maria in Cosmedin 

"Liars, Watch Out!"

Santa Maria in Cosmedin is one of the most represented sites in Rome

thanks to cinema fans. How can you not remember Audrey Hepburn who

placed her hand inside the Bocca della verità (Mouth of Truth) in Roman

Holiday? It is here that the famous stone mask is located that, according

to legend, bites off the hands of liars who place their hands inside. This

basilica was constructed on the ancient site of a grocery market. Its

famous façade consists of a portico with arches, inside which is a stone

mask known as The Mouth of Truth, reputed to bite off the hand of any

liar who dares to reach inside. Inside the basilica is a mosaic-covered floor

and a wooden ceiling, added during successive restorations. Later

restorations added the choir with two pulpits and the high altar in red

granite. The seven story, Romanesque bell tower is considered the most

beautiful in Rome.

 Forum Boarium, Piazza Bocca della Verità 18, Rome

 by Andrea de Poda   

Sant'Andrea al Quirinale 

"Bernini's Will"

This church was designed by Bernini and is a fine example of his Baroque

period. The interior, which is decorated with pink marble, takes its

inspiration from the Pantheon. The light coming from the windows of the

cupola and the lamps, highlights the stucco work and the gold leaf. This

church was built for the Jesuits and so there are some works by Baciccia,

the Jesuit artist of the period. His works are also in the Church of Jesus.

Above the main altar, you will see a painting by Borgognone representing

the Martyrdom of St Andrew.

 +39 06 474 4872  santandrea.gesuiti.it//  Via del Quirinale 29, Rome

 by Anders Fagerjord   

San Luigi dei Francesi 

"Decorated by Caravaggio"

This national French church holds the tombs of many famous French

people. Caravaggio is one artist who features in this beautiful

Renaissance church. There is a wooden pulpit with painted panels, fairly

unusual for Roman churches; the façade was carried out by Domenico

Fontana following a design by Giacomo della Porta; San Luigi is

immortalized in a fresco by Natoire, and Il Domenichino frescoed Santa

Cecilia's chapel.

 +39 06 68 8271  contact@saintlouis-rome.net  Via Santa Giovanna d'Arco 5, Rome
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Sant'Ivo alla Sapienza 

"Chapel of the University"

Located in the courtyard of Palazzo della Sapienza, the church of Sant'Ivo

alla Sapienza was an outcome of Borromini's architectural knowledge.

This architectural marvel was founded by Pope Boniface the VIII and is a

must-visit religious site in Rome. The Palazzo now housing the Italian

State Archives, contains all the official documents since the 9th Century

till the date the Italian Republic was founded in 1870. Therefore, this place

is of great Italian historical significance. The entry is free for all.

 +39 06 686 4987  Corso del Rinascimento 40, Rome

 by Dreamword at English

Wikipedia   

Santa Cecilia 

"Medieval Church"

The Chiesa di Santa Cecilia is one of the most noteworthy churches

amongst Rome's medieval churches known for its valuable works of art.

The statue of Saint Cecilia is placed under the main altar over the saint's

grave and is the artistic work of Maderno. The sculptor depicted Cecilia in

the same way in which her body was found during the excavations of

1599, with a long cut in her neck, which caused her death after three days

of agony and after having undergone the martyrdom of suffocation by

boiling vapors. The altar is of great architectural importance because of

the gothic canopy by Arnolfo di Cambio which shrouds it. The altar also

holds the work of Reni, the Decollazione della Santa. The cloisters can be

entered through the left-hand aisle and are worth visiting.

 +39 06 4549 2739  www.benedettinesantacec

ilia.it/

 monastero@benedettinesa

ntacecilia.it

 Via Anicia 12, Piazza di Santa

Cecilia, Rome

 by linaberlin   

Santa Maria della Scala 

"Divine Cure"

This church is an impressive structure and attracts many for its miraculous

properties. The image of Mother Mary that is kept here is believed to have

cured a child of his deformity. It was constructed in 1610 CE by Octavian

Matte and designed by Francesco da Volterra. The beauty of the structure

lies in its simplicity. There is artwork in the main hall, carried out by Carlo

Saraceni and Gerrit Honthorst. The church was also used as a medical

facility to treat wounded soldiers in the war against France.

 +39 06 580 6233  Piazza della Scala 23, Rome

 by Welleschik   

Santa Prassede 

"Summary of Medieval Art"

This church, dedicated to St Praxedes, contains one of the greatest

expressions of medieval art in Rome. St Praxedes was martyred because,

together with her sister Prudence, she collected the blood of the dead

Christians with a sponge and poured it into a well. There is a porphyry

slab in the center of the floor, which covers the well. The chapel of St

Zenone is perhaps one of the most important Byzantine monuments, with

its black marble columns and mosaics. In the chapel there is a room which

houses the Flagellation column upon which Jesus was scourged; it was

brought from Jerusalem in 1223. Also in this church is Bishop Santoni's

funeral monument, by Bernini - his first work - which he completed at the

age of 16. In the crypt is the sarcophagus containing relics of St Praxedes

and St Prudence.

 Via de Santa Prassede 25, Rome
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Basilica di San Clemente al

Laterano 

"Basilica on Three Levels"

A visit to Basilica di San Clemente al Laterano is a fascinating journey

through time. From the upper basilica, which dates from the beginning of

the 12th Century and whose apse boasts the mosaic The Triumph of the

Cross, one passes into the 4th-century lower basilica, and, via a stairway,

down to the Roman constructions and the mitreo, a 3rd-century temple

dedicated to the God Mithra. Of particular interest are the frescoes in the

chapel of St Catherine, painted between 1428 and 1431 by Masolino da

Panicale, possibly with the collaboration of Masaccio.

 +39 06 774 0021  www.basilicasanclemente.com/eng/  Via Labicana 95, Rome

 by Allie_Caulfield   

Santa Maria degli Angeli e dei

Martiri 

"Church at the Baths"

Santa Maria degli Angeli e dei Martiri, frequently used for state

ceremonies, was founded in the mid-16th century inside the Diocletian

Baths. It was built to designs by Michelangelo, who sought to minimize

alterations to the original building, simply linking several different spaces

and conserving the original walls and columns. A less respectful

reconstruction was carried out, in honor of the holy year 1750 by

Vanvitelli, who altered the angle of its positioning. Salvator Rosa and

Armando Diaz are buried here. Amongst the works of art is a painting by

Domenichino, to be found in the presbytery, The Martyrdom of Saint

Sebastian. In the sacristy, Michelangelo's original designs are on show.

Also, the Meridian Line passes through the church along which you will

find the Bianchini's famous sundial.

 +39 06 488 0812  www.santamariadegliangeliroma.it/  Via Cernaia 9, Rome

 by Daniel X. O'Niel   

Santa Maria del Popolo 

"From Caravaggio to Raphael"

In 1099 Pope Pasquale II had a chapel erected in honor of the Madonna to

commemorate the victory of the crusaders who had liberated the Holy

Sepulchre. Two hundred years later, Pope Gregory IX enlarged this Santa

Maria del Popolo chapel and brought to it a painting of the Virgin, said to

be by St Luke. But it was under Pope Sixtus IV that the church really took

shape. Its interior presents numerous works of art, including frescoes by

Pinturichhio in the Cappella Della Rovere, dramatic paintings by

Caravaggio in the Cappella Cerasi, and the Cappella Chigi, designed by

Raphael with sculptures by Bernini and Lorenzetti. The splendid stained-

glass windows, by the French artist Guillaume de Marcillat, are unique in

Rome for their period.

 Piazza del Popolo, Rome

 by Foto-Rabe   

San Saba, Rome 

"Monastery of Olden Times"

Previously owned by Saint Silvia, San Saba was converted into a Greek

monastery before being converted into a church. The monastery

flourished for many years after which the church was built again in the

10th Century. It was again repaired in the 13th Century. The structure is

simple with inferences from various time periods. The marble art on the

floor is noteworthy, with stone inlay work. The frescoes depicting St.

Nicholas' miracles are another attraction of the church, with one of the
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paintings dating back to the 1st Century.

 +39 06 060 608 (Tourist Information)  Piazza Gian Lorenzo Bernini 20, Rome

 by Fernando Nunes   

Archbasilica of St. John Lateran 

"Oldest Church in the World"

Archbasilica of St. John Lateran is one of the oldest churches in the world

which was founded by Pope Melchiade at the start of the 4th Century on

the ruins of the villa of the Roman family, the Laterani. The church's

current architecture is credited to Borromini in preparation of the 1650

jubilee. Although he retained the 16th-century ceiling and floor, the

architect altered the appearance by joining pairs of columns in the central

nave to make a single pillar inside. Colored marble niches and statues of

apostles were hereby placed. In 1735, Alessandro Galilei renewed the

facade entirely in travertine stone and crowned it with 15 statues.

Subsequently, by the end of the 19th Century, the apse was also rebuilt.

 +39 06 6988 6452  www.vatican.va/various/basiliche/s

an_giovanni/vr_tour/index-en.html

 Piazza San Giovanni in Laterano 4,

Rome

 by Diliff   

St. Peter's Square 

"Holy Roman Square"

Enclosed by Bernini's magnificent colonnade, this square has the largest

number of visitors in the world. Millions of tourists wait here either for the

Pope's Sunday blessing or to enter the Basilica. More than a square, the

colonnade gives it the atmosphere of a courtyard, inviting people to enter

the church. The obelisk in the heart of the square has been standing there

since 1586. When a new pope is being chosen, it is at St. Peter's Square

that thousands gather keenly to see the black smoke turn white and find

out who the next pope is going to be. During Christmas, a nativity scene

and a Christmas tree are installed, and there is a remarkable atmosphere

of celebration, with the majestic dome dominating the scene behind.

 +39 06 06 0608 (Tourist Information)  www.vatican.va/various/basiliche/s

an_pietro/index_it.htm

 Piazza San Pietro, Vatican City

 by Lalupa   

Sant'Anna dei Palafrenieri 

"Church in the Vatican"

If you want to see Vignola's beautiful church, the masterpiece amongst his

buildings on an elliptic plan, then you need to enter the Vatican City

through the gate of Saint Anna, to the right of which you will find the

entrance to the Church of Sant'Anna dei Palafrenieri. The church was built

for the confraternity of Palafrenieri during the second half of the 16th

century, but was only finished after the death of the architect's son,

Giacinto Barozzi. The interior is of modest dimensions, with two side

chapels, and is much simpler than the baroque facade by Alessandro

Specchi, which was added many years later.

 +39 06 48 8991  Via Sant'Anna, Città del Vaticano, Rome
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Sistine Chapel 

"Michelangelo's Masterpiece at the Vatican"

Some of the world's foremost examples of Renaissance art grace the

ceiling of the spectacular Sistine Chapel. Originally built in 1479 under the

direction of Pope Sixtus IV, the chapel forms a part of the Vatican City's

Apostolic Palace. It is here that the College of Cardinals gather to elect a

new Pope and has been the host of such gatherings and other Papal

functions since it was first conceived of. At the time of its construction,

while the walls of the chapel were painted with frescoes by artists like

Sandro Botticelli, Pinturicchio and Cosimo Roselli, the ceiling was

rendered a simple, solid blue with stars. It was not until 1508 that Pope

Julius II commissioned Michelangelo to paint the ceiling of the Sistine

Chapel. Many considered this an odd choice as Michelangelo, at that time,

was not known as a skilled painter. This led to speculations that

Michelangelo's lofty commission was a ploy devised by rival artists

Raphael and Bramante to ensure his fall from grace. Not to be deterred,

Michelangelo envisioned and achieved a series of frescoes that depict

scenes from the Old Testament, beginning with Creation and ending at

Noah's voyage aboard his ark. Each a masterpiece in its own right,

together they form a vision of unmatched artistry that draws millions of

visitors to the Pope's residence each year.

 +39 06 6988 4676  m.museivaticani.va/conte

nt/museivaticani-

mobile.html

 visiteguidategruppi.musei

@scv.va

 Via delle Fondamenta,

Vatican City

 by Alvesgaspar   

St. Peter's Basilica 

"Seat of Catholicism"

Designed by some of Italy's most infamous master artists, St. Peter's

Basilica is not only the world's largest church but is also one of its most

spectacular. Originally built at the site of St. Peter's grave around 349 CE

by Emperor Constantine, the basilica, as it stands today, was consecrated

in 1626 at the culmination of over 120 years of construction. The original

designs were laid out by Bramante in 1506, however, over the following

years, the ambitious designs were altered by several renown architects

including Michelangelo, Giacomo Della Porta and Carlo Maderno, each

adding their own personal touch to the magnanimous design. St. Peter's

Basilica now enshrines some of the world's most famed artworks

including Michelangelo's Pieta and Bernini's Baldachin. The splendid

facade and riches that lie within are crowned by an intricately adorned

dome that is revered as Michelangelo's most grand architectural legacy.

The Pope delivers the Urbi et Orbi blessing each year on the occasion of

Christmas and Easter from the basilica's central balcony, attracting

millions of devout pilgrims to the threshold of St. Peter's each year. He

remains the only one who can serve at the high altar of St. Peter's Basilica.

 +39 06 6988 3731  www.vatican.va/various/basiliche/s

an_pietro/index_it.htm

 Piazza San Pietro, Vatican City

 by nimrodins   

Vatican City 

"Seat of the Catholic Church"

Vatican City is amongst the most important historical and religious sites in

the world; it is the seat of the Roman Catholic Church and the home of the

Pope. The smallest state in the world, it occupies only about 0.44 square

kilometers (0.17 square miles) near the center of Rome and is recognized

as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Vatican has figured in key events

throughout history and is further significant because of its superlative

architectural, religious, and artistic attractions. It was Pope Julius II della

Rovere in the 16th Century who commissioned Michelangelo to paint the

history of creation on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel - just one of the

Vatican's world-renown cultural and artistic jewels. Others include St.

Peter's Basilica and the Vatican Museums. Among countless other notable

events, the Vatican also hosts the convening of the College of Cardinals

upon the death of a reigning Pontiff, to elect a new Pope. No visit to Rome

is complete without an excursion to this magnificent location, a place
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steeped in history and tradition.

 www.vaticanstate.va/  upt@scv.va  Viale Vaticano, Vatican City

 by Livioandronico2013   

San Lorenzo fuori le mura 

"Second only to St Peter's"

Basilica of Saint Lawrence outside the Walls has since ancient times been

a destination for pilgrims, as it is built on the very spot where the martyr

St Lawrence was buried. It is situated outside the Aurelian walls next to

the Verano cemetery. During the bombings in 1943 the church was

seriously damaged. When it was bombed, the Pope left the papal

residence to inspect the area and bless the site. Unfortunately, only one of

the several original mosaics is still visible: on the apse vault, depicting

Christ with saints Paul, Stephen, Peter, Lawrence and Hyppolite. The floor

is covered by mosaics and much of the material from the remains of the

ancient basilica has been used - for example, the pillars and the

architrave.

 +39 06 446 6184  Piazzale del Verano 3, Rome

 by LPLT   

Church of Domine Quo Vadis 

"Jesus' Footprints"

Located along the historical Via Appia Antica, Chiesa del Domine Quo

Vadis, also known as Chiesa di Santa Maria delle Piante was built in 1637.

The center of the church features a marble slab on which there are

footprints, supposedly belonging to Jesus, and it is these footprints that

are alluded to in the church's Latin name. The church is perhaps most

famous for its connection to the tale of St. Peter's escape from Rome.

 Via Appia Antica 51, Rome

 by Sebastian Bergmann   

Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the

Walls 

"Recreating the Original"

Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls, all but the apse, totally destroyed

by fire, has been reconstructed to look exactly as it did in the 4th Century.

The Roman artist Pietro Cavallini helped with the 13th-century restoration

of some frescoes and the mosaic decorating the facade, which

unfortunately have not survived. The library and gallery annexed to the

basilica complex are well worth visiting. The library holds an extremely

rich collection of original manuscripts, including the Bible that belonged to

Charles the Bald, a magnificent original illuminated manuscript from the

9th Century. The gallery has precious 15th-century panels and two

frescoes transferred onto canvas by Giovanni Lanfranco. This church is

also one of the jubilee basilicas.

 +39 06 6988 0800  www.basilicasanpaolo.org

/

 info@basilicasanpaolo.org  Piazzale San Paolo 1, Rome
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 by Allie_Caulfield   

Sant'Agnese fuori le Mura 

"Byzantine Basilica"

This basilica was erected in honor of the martyred St Agnes, one of the

most venerated Roman saints, and for the conservation of her remains.

The original complex was conceived of as a majestic construction, the

traces of which can still be seen from the Piazza Annibalino area. The

present church was built in the 7th Century in the Byzantine style. The

mosaic in the apse depicts St Agnes with the symbols of martyrdom and

the Popes Simmaco and Onorio at the sides, the latter with a model of the

church in his hand. One of its many restorations added the bell-tower and

the coffered ceiling in gilded wood. Under the high altar is the tomb of the

martyrs Agnes and Emerenziana. The former's statue stands above the

altar; it was made in 1605, using the torso of an ancient alabaster statue,

to which were added the head, hands and the clothes in gilded bronze.

The catacombs on three levels, devoid of pictures, were constructed

during the time of the Christian persecution.

 +39 06 8620 5456  www.santagnese.com/  santagnese@santagnese.n

et

 Via Nomentana 349, Rome
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