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Museo de la Ciudad de México 

"The House of the Counts de Calimaya"

The 27 halls comprising this 18th Century colonial palace offer an insight

into the urban development of the city of Mexico through maps, paintings

and photographs on exhibit. The room on the upper level displays murals

painted by the Mexican painter Joaquín Claussel. Among the many

highlights found here is a large wooden door of intricate carved detail,

including the coat of arms belonging to the Counts of Santiago de

Calimaya. A presumably pre-Hispanic serpent's head, fashioned in a large

stone, juts out from the building towards the corner of República del

Salvador.

 +52 55 5522 9936  www.cultura.cdmx.gob.mx

/recintos/mcm

 museodelaciudaddemexic

o@gmail.com

 30 Pino Suárez, Mexico City

 by Daniel Case   

National Palace 

"Government Edifice"

A rambling, majestic structure built from earth-hued tezontle rock,

dominates the expanse of El Zócalo in the heart of Mexico City. Hernán

Cortés, the conqueror of Mexico, built this government palace in 1693 on

the very same site where the legendary Moctezuma II's residence once

stood. The Palacio Nacional that we see today is almost an identical twin

of its old self except for the building's ornately-decorated topmost floor

that was added in the late 1920s. The structure's interiors are even more

impressive; housing a spectacular selection of vivid and figurative murals

by Diego Rivera. While his collection of murals is enormous, the "Epic of

the Mexican People" mural is by far the Palacio's centerpiece which

manages to artistically condense nearly two thousand years worth of

history onto the space of an enormous wall. The palace also houses a

small museum dedicated to Benito Juárez and the Mexican Congress and

is also where the National Archives and Federal Treasury offices are

located.

 +52 55 3688 1602  www.hacienda.gob.mx/cultura/mus

eo_virtual_pal_nac/index.htm

 Calle del Correo Mayor, Plaza de la

Constitución, Mexico City

 by Uwebart   

Zócalo 

"The Main Square"

The Plaza de la Constitución is one of the world's largest city squares and

is the main plaza of Mexico's Federal District. Paved by Cortés is the

1520s, the expansive plaza lies at the site of the ceremonial center of the

Aztec Tenochtitlán. For a time, the plaza was taken over by a labyrinth of

stalls, until General Santa Anna cleared the square and laid the

foundations of a monument to independence at its core. His plans were

never realized, however, and the base of the proposed monument was

eventually buried. What remains, is the name Zócalo, meaning "plinth," a

moniker popularly used to refer to the Plaza de la Constitución as well as

the main squares of several other Mexican cities. Here, Aztec dancers

perform to the beat of drums, beneath the massive Mexican flag fluttering

in the breeze, hoisted in the morning by soldiers at 8a and lowered again

at 6p. The grand historic facades of the Palacio Nacional and Catedral

Metropolitana fringe the square; a place where the pulse of the city beats

the strongest. The Plaza de la Constitución also hosts concerts, festivals

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CourtlowerMusDF.JPG


and protests amid its sprawling embrace.

 +52 55 5278 4200 (Tourist Information)  Plaza de la Constitución, Mexico City

 by Octavio López Jiménez   

Teatro de la ciudad 

"Cultural Events & Fun Events"

Teatro de la ciudad, is a well known theater that hosts cultural events and

plays. The venue also hosts entertaining plays for kids and has numerous

activities for them. Also, graduation parties for different universities are

held at the venue. Regional and well known artists are invited to perform

at the theater. The venue also hosts various festive events like winter

festival with lot of fun activities for the patrons. It hosts inter-school dance

and singing competition for children and encourages families to join them

for child friendly celebration.

 +52 866 639 0879  sic.cultura.gob.mx/ficha.php?table=t

eatro&table_id=667

 Off Boulevard Harold R. Pape,

Carretera 57 Kilómetro 5, Monclova

 by Catedrales e

Iglesias/Cathedrals and

Churches   

Convent of San Francisco, Madero

Street, Mexico City 

"Once the Most Important Convents"

One of the greatest losses of Mexico City's cultural inheritance is related

to the convent of San Francisco. The expansion of the city center, along

with the Latin-American Tower construction project, had the dire effect of

leaving only a small part of the cloister and church intact. The House of

Beasts, or rather, Emperor Montezuma's zoological collection, originally

occupied this land. After the Spanish conquest, Hernán Cortes gave it to

the Franciscans (the first order to establish itself in what was then called

New Spain), who built a 32,490 square meter convent, the biggest in

America. Part of the installation included the school of Artes y Oficios

(Skills and Trades) of San Jose de los Naturales, which aimed to educate

indigenous children.

 +52 5525 9380 (Tourist Information)  7 Madero, Colonia Centro, Mexico City

 by Bodhisattwa   

Alameda Central 

"The Central Park of Mexico City"

A pleasant respite from the hustle and bustle of the city, this charming

green park has sparkling fountains, shady trees and interesting sculptures

such as 'Malgre Tout' and 'Despoire', by Jesús Contreras. The park also

has a monument dedicated to Beethoven in commemoration of the

centenary of the Ninth Symphony, which was donated by the German

community. This recreation space for the local populace was created in

1592 and few city parks guard such hidden history in its landscape, such

as being the former site of the Inquisition's burning of heretics. A typical

Mexican Sunday can be enjoyed at the Alameda Central, which often has

live music, along with markets and food stalls.

 +52 55 5278 4200 (Tourist Information)  Avenida Hidalgo y Avenida Juárez, Mexico City



 by Paul Sableman   

La Condesa 

"Fashionable Neighborhood"

Known for being home to various film stars in the Golden Age of cinema in

the 1940s, this charming neighborhood features art deco and modern

architecture, lush parks and hip cafes, restaurants and boutiques. This

urbanized and trendy area of the city is popular among musicians, young

professionals and families. A must visit, especially during the weekend.

 +52 55 5658 1111 (Tourist Information)  Condesa, Mexico City

Monumento a los Niños Héroes 

"Six Brave Children"

Situated at the main entrance to the Bosque de Chapultepec, this

monument was designed as a semicircle of six columns, each

representing the brave young cadets who died during the invasion of U.S.

troops in 1847. The youthful cadets were stationed at the Castillo de

Chapultepec, which served at that time as the national military academy

and died in one of the most tragic and emotional moments in Mexican

history.

 +52 55 5512 8977 (Tourist Information)  Bosque de Chapultepec, Chapultepec Polanco, Mexico City

 by 

https://www.flickr.com/photos

/rutlo/   

Museo de Arte Moderno 

"Kahlo, Rivera & Tamayo"

The Museum of Modern Art is distributed throughout two buildings,

providing two entrances. One entrance is accessed off Reforma and the

other is found near the Monumento a los Niños Héroes. A sense of calm

imbues the well-lit spacious interior. The main hall exhibits a retrospective

of the Mexican school of painting, where highlights include works by

Leonora Carrington, Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera, Francisco Toledo and

Rufino Tamayo. There is a pleasant cafe, along with a bookshop and

library. On weekdays, children under ten, students, teachers and senior

citizens are admitted free. Sunday is free of charge.

 +52 55 5553 6233  Gran Avenida, Bosque de Chapultepec, Mexico City

Chapultepec Castle 

"The Gardens of Empress Carlota"

Castillo de Chapultepec was built between 1780 and 1790, constructed on

top of an Aztec fortress with panoramic views of the city. The gardens

surrounding the palace were designed by Empress Carlota during the

French occupation and offer a beautiful stroll. It once served as the

Colegio Militar (Military Academy) and was also the official presidential

residence until 1939, when President Cárdenas converted the palace into

the Museo Nacional de Historia. Restoration efforts have significantly

enhanced the construction as well as the design of the interiors.

 +52 55 4040 5217  mnh.inah.gob.mx/?fbclid=IwAR1Bcx

LVJODIp1pp8w_762gLFxrtrm3arZd

P1Ow1SIcFL8wFicRmRrxMMgk

 Avenida Grutas, Off Paseo de la

Reforma, Mexico City



 by kornemuz   

National Museum of Anthropology 

"Pre-Columbian Heritage"

A treasure chest of pre-Columbian history and Mexico’s cultural heritage,

the National Museum of Anthropology is a defining historical landmark of

the country. Located on the bustling thoroughfare of Paseo de la Reforma,

the museum complex is one of the most architecturally evolved in the city.

Dotted with gardens and ponds, the monumental umbrella-like structure

forms the centerpiece of the complex. Home to some of the most precious

relics from Mexican history, the 23 rooms along with outdoor gardens

display insightful artifacts from even other parts of the world. The

monolith Aztec Sun Stone and carved stone statues of Aztec deities are

the most visited exhibits in the museum. Accurate replicas of tombs and

temples from Mayan civilizations are indisputably some of the most

breathtaking displays. The largest and one of the most elaborate

museums in the country, the National Museum of Anthropology is

considered a national symbol.

 +52 55 4040 5300  www.mna.inah.gob.mx  Avenida Paseo de la Reforma, Calzada

Mahatma Gandhi, Chapultepec Polanco,

Mexico City

 by User:padaguan   

Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

"Shroud of Miracles"

One of the most revered shrines of the Virgin Mary, the Basilica of Our

Lady of Guadalupe is visited by thousands each year. The site of the

Basilica at Tepeyac Hill is believed to be where the Virgin Mary appeared

before Juan Diego, a Christian convert in 1531. All doubts about the

veracity of his claims were laid to rest when the image of the Virgin Mary

miraculously appeared on his cloak. The original shrine at the site was

replaced by what is now known as the Antigua Basilica, completed in

1709. The stunning edifice of this historic church is richly inlaid with vivid

sculptures, topped by a yellow dome and flanked by four towers. As word

of the miraculous cloak spread, the basilica came to be a much-revered

place of pilgrimage demanding the construction of a larger church in 1976

to accommodate the growing flock. The Nueva Basilica was built next

door upon a spectacular, circular plan of mammoth proportions, topped by

a tent-like roof, the altar a showcase for the miraculous cloak that has

been carefully preserved to this day. Nearby, the modest chapel marks the

site where Juan Diego first sighted the apparition of the Virgin Mary

alongside a garden with babbling waterfalls and sculptural depiction of

the event. The Antigua Basilica now houses a museum with a fine

collection of colonial artwork.

 +52 55 5118 0500  virgendeguadalupe.org.mx  1 Plaza de las Américas, Mexico City

 by Rod Waddington from

Kergunyah, Australia   

Leon Trotsky House and Museum 

"A Veritable Fortress"

This large old house was a safe haven for the Russian leader Leon Trotsky

and became his final resting-place. Expelled from the Soviet Union in

1929, he found refuge in Mexico in 1937, thanks to support from Diego

Rivera. In 1940 the Spanish communist Ramon Mercader assassinated him

in this very house. The political leader's original furnishings and his

remains, buried beneath a modest monument in the garden, add intrigue

to the museum. There are guided tours available.

 +52 55 5554 0687  museocasadeleontrotsky.

blogspot.com/?m=1

 museotrotsky@hotmail.co

m

 410 Avenida Río

Churubusco, Colonia del

Carmen, Mexico City



 by Anagoria   

Frida Kahlo Museum 

"An Ode to Frida"

A leafy enclave in Coyoacán preserves behind vivid blue walls the legacy

of one of Mexico's most iconic artists, Frida Kahlo. Known as the iconic

Casa Azul, or Blue House, the Museo Frida Kahlo was the birthplace of the

enigmatic painter Frida Kahlo, who also occasionally lived here with her

husband Diego Rivera. One of Mexico city's most recognized attractions,

the house contains everything from her personal belongings such as

jewelry, and unfinished canvases propped on easels, to her traditional

tehuana dresses. The museum is lavishly divided into ten rooms, each a

splendid glimpse into the artist's extraordinary work and life. Each room

takes one on a riveting journey of Kahlo's life that she shared with her

artist husband Diego Riviera, from rooms that once rung with animated

soirées hosted for their artist friends, to rooms that still hold regional

handicrafts that adorned their home. Other exhibits include paper maché

skeletons of Judas and pre-Hispanic objects, as well as Kahlo's

wheelchair, on display in the studio where she once regularly painted. The

house museum spills into a sun-drenched courtyard lined with trees,

burning bright with an inspiring legacy left behind by one of the country's

brightest and most creative minds.

 +52 55 5554 5999  www.museofridakahlo.org

.mx/

 relacionespublicas@museo

fridakahlo.org.mx

 247 Londres, Colonia del

Carmen, Mexico City

 by Juan Francisco Contreras

Fernández   

Cerro de la Estrella 

"Site of the Aztec Sun Ritual"

At the end of each period of Xiuhmolpilli, every 52 years, the Aztecs

celebrated the ritual of Fuego Nuevo or "New Fire", a sun renewal

ceremony on the peak of Cerro de la Estrella. On the flanks of these rocky

slopes, overlooking Lake Texococo, the city of Iztapalapa was founded.

However, long before the Aztec colonization of the Valley of Mexico, the

hill attracted other groups. The first agricultural communities date back to

1000 BCE, and around 900 BCE the first constructions of Teotihuacana

influence appeared. The Chichmecan founded the capital of the Culhacán

kingdom, which was finally swallowed by the Aztec empire. Since 1998,

this fascinating archaeological area has been graced by an equally

interesting museum and the Cerro de la Estrella is now classified as a

National Park.

 +52 55 533 4700 (Información Turisticos)  Avenida Culhuacán, Iztapalapa, Mexico City

 by Reginaesc   

San Ángel 

"Magical Neighborhood"

Recently named a barrio magico (magic neighborhood) by the secretary of

tourism, San Ángel is located southwest of the city center. Populated by

historic cobblestone streets, fragrant gardens and grand estates this

neighborhood is flush with Colonial history. Many of the city's popular

attractions are located near the San Ángel neighborhood including the

Bellas Artes Palace, Templo Mayor and many art galleries, markets, open-

air restaurants, boutiques and more.

 +52 55 5278 4200 (Tourist Information)  San Ángel, Álvaro Obregón, Mexico City



 by AlejandroLinaresGarcia   

Diego Rivera-Anahuacalli Museum 

"Diego Rivera's Pre-Hispanic Collection"

Inspired by pre-Hispanic lines and architecture and using volcanic rock,

Diego Rivera conceived and designed Anahuacalli (house in the valley),

which opened in 1964. Thousands of objects are exhibited, many of them

pottery or colored stone figures symbolizing water and air deities of these

civilizations. The objects formed part of Rivera's personal collection of pre-

Columbian art that he donated to the Mexican people. Every November an

altar is erected here during Latin America's largest alms to the dead.

 +52 55 5617 4310  www.museoanahuacalli.or

g.mx/

 difusion@museoanahuacall

i.org.mx

 150 Calle Museo, Colonia

San Pablo Tepetlapa,

Churubusco, Mexico City

 by Los Paseos   

Canals of Xochimilco 

"Aztec Canals and Artificial Islets"

A living testament to the ingenuity of the Aztecs, the canals of Xochimilco,

meaning "Land of Flowers," are the last vestiges of a once-extensive

irrigation and transportation network built by the Aztecs. Artificial islets

were created by layering logs, earth, mud and roots tied with vine and

planting ahuejote, a native plant whose tough roots bind the walls of the

chinampas. Today, Xochimilco has been restored, plied by brightly colored

boats that sail down the 14-kilometer (8-mile) stretch of this navigable

waterway. Vendors selling handicrafts and local delicacies are joined by

mariachi and marimba bands that float by on wooden boats. A whirlwind

of colors and sounds, a celebratory air presides over Lake Xochimilco at

all times while the weekends are a veritable fiesta with locals heading to

the canal to partake of the charms of this UNESCO World Heritage Site.

There are several chinampas along the way, but the most renowned is the

Island of the Dolls, instantly recognizable thanks to the numerous dolls

strung up in trees.

 Xochimilco, Mexico City

 by cezzie901   

Six Flags México 

"Thrilling Fun For All"

The largest amusement park in Latin America has become part of a well-

known U.S. amusement conglomerate. Now known as Six Flags Mexico, it

has incorporated the rides and themes of its northern domain, including

an Adventure Kingdom and dizzying roller coasters. There are dining

facilities available on the premises.

 +52 55 5339 3600  www.sixflags.com.mx/mexico  Carretera Picacho al Ajusco Km. 1.5,

Heroes de Padierna, Tlalpan, Mexico

City

 by Esparta Palma   

Island of the Dolls 

"Pleasing the Spirits"

Tucked away amongst the canals of Xochimilco in Mexico City, Isla de las

Muñecas or the Island of the Dolls, is one of the more unusual and strange

attractions found in the area. Home to hundreds, if not thousands, of

dilapidated baby dolls, this man made island isn't for the faint of heart.

Strewn throughout trees with missing limbs, scarred skin, and staring

eyes, legend has it that a local farmer, Don Julian Santana Barrera, began

collecting the dolls to please the ghost of a little girl who he believed was

haunting him. Today, visitors flock to the site on boats ferried by locals to

see the weird and wonderful attraction.

 +52 55 5278 4200 (Tourist

Information)

 www.isladelasmunecas.com  Xochimilco, Mexico City



 by Anasofsolisga   

Desierto de los Leones National

Park 

"A Pine Forest & A Convent"

This national park provides an excellent opportunity to enjoy the

outdoors. Located in the Delegación Cuajimalpa reached by the freeway

to Toluca, there are signposts to the park surrounding a 17th Century

former Carmelite monastery known as the "Desert of the Lions." Arriving

in the 1600s, the Carmelites named this area with reference to the biblical

Elijah, who lived in the wilderness and the Leones (lions) are a reference

to the family León, who were the monastery's legal representatives. Walk

the dark tunnels and explore the cabins. You can enjoy a comfortable day

in the countryside.

 +52 55 5814 1171  cdmxtravel.com/en/attract

ions/desierto-de-los-leones-

national-park.html

 info@desiertodelosleones.

com.mx

 Camino al Desierto de los

Leones, Cuajimalpa, Mexico

City
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