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Boise River Greenbelt 

"Scenic Greenbelt"

Stretching more than 32 kilometers (20 miles) from Eagle Island State

Park eastward towards Discovery State Park at the base of Lucky Peak

Dam, this sleek asphalt pavement offers inline skaters, joggers, walkers

and cyclists with a dependable facility that can be accessed anytime

around the year. The well-marked trail meanders through downtown

Boise, Veterans Memorial Park and Julia Davis Park following the

serpentine Boise River. The Idaho Anne Frank Human Rights Memorial,

the Baybrook Court Pedestrian Bridge, and the Boise Public Library are

just a few of the attractions to be found while traversing the greenbelt.

 +1 208 384 4240  www.cityofboise.org/Departments/

Parks/ParksAndFacilities/Parks/pag

e18151.aspx

 Boise River Greenbelt, Boise ID

 by The Knowles Gallery   

Boise Train Depot 

"Historic Depot with Valley Views"

Looking out over downtown Boise and the Boise River, this glass-fronted

train depot has welcomed visitors since 1925. Union Pacific stopped using

the depot in 1971, resulting in a dilapidated building. Luckily, the Morrison-

Kundsen Company financed a restoration based on old photographs and

plans. Today visitors can view the valley from the bell tower or wander

through the manicured Platt Gardens that surround the building. The

depot is also available for special events, including weddings. Admission

is free.

 +1 208 384 4240  parks.cityofboise.org/park

s-locations/parks/boise-

depot/

 BPR@cityofboise.org  2603 West Eastover Terrace,

Boise ID

 by Danielle Griscti   

Boise Brewery 

"Small Batch Brews"

Though not one of the largest, Boise Brewery is one of the most renowned

breweries in the city. The brewery is known for their small-batch brewing

techniques and innovative varieties of craft beers. The brews are often

flavored with honey and fruit from the local farms to create variety in

taste. Take a tour of the brewery, then pay the tap room a visit to try out

craft brews like Black Cliffs American Stout, Snowboarder Porter, Seven

Crane Cream Ale and Down Down Extra Pale Ale. There is bound to be

something new almost every time you visit. A number of special discounts

and events also keep people coming back for more.

 +1 208 342 7655  www.boisebrewing.com/  collin@boisebrewing.com  521 West Broad Street, Boise

ID
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Basque Museum & Cultural Center 

"Explore Basque Culture"

The oldest brick building in Boise, the Cyrus Jacobs-Uberuaga House is

also part of the Basque Museum. Built in 1864, this building served as a

Basque boarding house from 1910-1970 when the Basques immigrated

from the northern Iberian Peninsula, now part of Spain. The second

largest community of Basque people in the world resides in the Boise

area, and this museum, now mostly housed in an additional building, is

the only one of its kind in the nation. Exhibits include artifacts from

various cultural traditions and events.

 +1 208 343 2671  www.basquemuseum.com  mail@basquemuseum.com  611 West Grove Street, Boise

ID

 by JSquish   

Idaho State Capitol Building 

"Idaho's Most Treasured Building"

Built in the year 1905 and modeled on the iconic building of the U.S.

Capitol, the Idaho Capitol is one of the few statehouse in the country that

is heated by geothermal water. Construction began in 1906 and was

completed in the year 1920. The floor of the building's rotunda is laid in an

ornate marble pattern called the Compass Rose. The rolling grounds on

which the edifice rests are well kept and have several notable trees, some

of which were planted by the U.S. Presidents. Harboring many national

jewels including prized sculptures, statues, and artifacts, this courtly

capitol is awash in Classical semblances of architecture. Its glorious dome

overlooking Boise's charming cityscape, the capitol building is fringed by

the Capitol Mall, and many older public buildings and monuments.

Complete with opulent interiors restored to their original glory, the capitol

building is truly a legislative beacon of Idaho.

 +1 208 332 1012  www.capitolcommission.idaho.gov/  700 West Jefferson Street, Boise ID

Idaho Black History Museum 

"Celebrating Idaho's African-American Culture"

Located in historic St. Paul Baptist Church, the Idaho Black History

Museum celebrates Idaho's black culture. Open since 1995, the museum

offers visitors many interesting historical tidbits, such as a look at Idaho's

black cowboys and miners, and Idaho's contribution to the Civil Rights

Movement. The building itself also has an interesting historical legacy as

one of the first African-American churches in the Boise area, founded in

1909. Activities include storytelling, workshops, lectures and musical

performances.

 +1 208 433 0017  www.ibhm.org  info@ibhm.org  508 Julia Davis Drive, (Julia

Davis Park), Boise ID

 by kencf0618   

St. John's Cathedral 

"Idaho's Largest Cathedral"

Idaho's largest cathedral stretches across an entire city block and has

ceilings that soar up to 50 feet, but its size does not detract from its

simple elegance. Warm, rich tones light the interior and intricate paintings

climb the walls. Opening in 1921, the sandstone cathedral follows a

Romanesque design, based on a Mainz, Germany cathedral. Even though

the cathedral underwent a restoration in 1979, it retains an old-world

feeling. Be sure to check out the impressive narrative stained-glass

windows.

 +1 208 342 3511  www.stjohnsparishboise.o

rg/

 info@stjohnsparishboise.or

g

 775 North 8th Street, Boise

ID
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Discovery Center of Idaho 

"A Science Center for Kids"

Have you ever wondered why you see colors in soap bubbles? Your

answer waits at this educational center, a fun science museum that

features interactive and hands-on displays. Visitors can check out the

House of Science to see how machines and devices work, and what

scientific principles take effect. More than 40 different exhibits, including

several traveling exhibits, are featured.

 +1 208 343 9895  www.dcidaho.org/  dcifilter@gmail.com  131 West Myrtle Street, Boise

ID

 by Dan Gregson   

Zoo Boise 

"Open-Air Zoo Hosts 235 Animals"

Established in 1916, this open-air zoo hosts about 235 animals from

around the world. Located in the Julia Davis Park, the zoo is a perfect

outing for children and adults of all ages. Featuring otters, zebras and a

variety of native Idaho animals, the zoo offers a special discounted

admission price on Thursdays. Bring a picnic lunch and spend some time

with your favorite animal friends.

 +1 208 384 4260  zooboise.org/  355 Julia Davis Drive, Boise ID

 by Carl Burnett   

Warm Springs Avenue 

"Elegant Victorian Homes"

This tree-filled avenue is home to some of Boise's first houses done in a

graceful late 1800s architecture. Located near downtown Boise, these

elegant mansions were the first in the United States to be geothermally

heated. Stroll the neighborhood and find some of the best gems. The

oldest home, built in 1868, is at 1035 Warm Springs Avenue. The first

geothermally heated home, built in 1891, can be found at 1109 Warm

Springs Avenue. At 929 Warm Springs Avenue, you come to a 1925 house

built in the style of a British manor. All of the homes are private and are

not open for tours.

 +1 208 344 7777 (Tourist Information)  Warm Springs Avenue, Boise ID

 by Mark Hillary   

Boise Spectrum 

"Neon-Lit Entertainment Complex"

Like a Las Vegas-style beacon in Idaho's sagebrush desert, this

entertainment complex lights up the night sky. Neon, stretching seven

miles, highlights this Boise anomaly. Its flagship business is the Edwards

Boise Stadium 21 & IMAX. Ameritel Inn-Boise Spectrum also sits on the

property, as well as several chain restaurants like the Cracker Barrel,

McGrath's Fish House and the popular Chuck-A-Rama. The complex

attracts families from all over the valley.

 +1 208 938 2898  boisespectrumcenter.com/  7701 West Overland Road, Boise ID
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Morrison-Knudsen Nature Center 

"Explore Living River Waters"

Offering a view of the Boise River's underwater world, this unique and

interesting center allows visitors to see what happens under the rippling

surface of a river. Hands-on computers help visitors understand and learn

about the complex world of a living river. This learning center is a must for

both tourists and residents, especially if you are a science buff. You will

leave the center with a new appreciation for science and river habitats.

Student tours are also available.

 +1 208 334 2225  fishandgame.idaho.gov/c

ms/education/mknc/

 idfginfo@idfg.idaho.gov  600 South Walnut Street,

Boise ID

 by The Knowles Gallery   

Idaho Botanical Garden 

"Green Paradise"

Established in 1984 on the vacant land of the Old Idaho State Penitentiary,

Idaho Botanical Garden is set on the Boise Foothills' base. It was founded

initially as a tree nursery but soon became a non-profit botanical paradise.

Spread across 50 acres (20.23 hectares), it includes 14 themed gardens

and features more than 800 species of indigenous and non-native plants.

It is the oldest of its kind in the state and a must visit if you love gardens.

Stroll through their various sections like the Water Conservation

Landscape, Children’s Adventure Garden, Summer Succulent Garden,

Outlaw Field and Labyrinth, Jane Falk Oppenheimer Heirloom Rose

Garden and Muriel and Diana Kirk English Garden. Enchanting and

informative, the Idaho Botanical Garden is a great spot for a family outing

or even with your special someone for a romantic date.

 +1 208 343 8649  www.idahobotanicalgarden.org/  2355 Old Penitentiary Road, Boise ID

 by Public Domain   

Museum of Mining & Geology 

"Discover Idaho's Colorful Mining Days"

Everything you always wanted to know about mining and geology is

answered here. As a refresher course, learn about Idaho's early days of

mining from historical photographs and artifacts. A great trip to combine

with a visit to the next door Old Idaho State Penitentiary, the museum

offers exhibits showing the spectacular array of Idaho's geologic features.

Lectures, field trips and other educational programs are also offered

regularly. Admission is free.

 +1 208 368 9876  www.idahomuseum.org/  idahorox@yahoo.com  2455 Old Penitentary Road,

Boise ID

 by Tamanoeconomico   

Old Idaho State Penitentiary 

"Tour an Old Frontier Prison"

The "Old Pen" is a stirring glimpse into prison life in the West from the

19th Century onward. Built in 1870, the castle-like fortress underwent

renovation over the years, often using prison labor. Over 13,000 prisoners

served time in the Old Penitentiary over a period of 101 years. Complete

with solitary confinement cells and gallows, this eerie, yet intriguing

penitentiary was also where the notorious Lady Bluebeard was

imprisoned. The mighty prison is upheld by the Idaho State Historical

Society, its complex a home to several notable sites like the Territorial

Prison, the Dining Hall and a tracery of cell houses. What was once a

formidable force, is now a stimulating museum open for in-depth perusal,

and harbors myriad exhibits that date as far back as the Bronze Age.

 +1 208 334 2844  history.idaho.gov/old-idaho-

penitentiary

 2445 Old Penitentiary Road, Boise ID
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