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San Antonio River Walk 

"The Essence of San Antonio"

When you think of San Antonio, two things automatically come to mind:

the Alamo and the River Walk. The River Walk was conceived in 1929.

Downtown had serious flood problems, and Robert Hugman suggested

that the city turn the San Antonio River into an asset rather than a

hindrance. Hugman's brainchild has since become the essence of the city.

The city's most popular attraction, it is often crowded and filled with

children, party goers, tourists and locals. In the heart of the River Walk is

an area filled with restaurants, shops and nightclubs, punctuated by

fountains and towering Cypress trees. The River Walk is particularly lively

during Fiesta.

 +1 210 227 4262  thesanantonioriverwalk.co

m

 askpaseo@paseodelrio.co

m

 849 E Commerce Street, San

Antonio TX

 by Daniel X. O'Neil   

Steves Homestead 

"Historic Home"

For lovers of history, architecture and antiques, this home is a must-see.

Built in 1876, this three-story, French Second Empire-style home belonged

to prominent citizen Edward Steves. The interior is decorated with original

pieces from the era. Incidentally, the one-story River House behind the

home housed the first indoor swimming pool in the city. Since 1954, the

San Antonio Conservation Society has maintained the homestead as a

historic house museum.

 +1 210 225 5924  www.saconservation.org/

what-we-do/tours/edward-

steves-homestead-

museum/

 dchenoweth@saconservati

on.org

 509 King William, San

Antonio TX
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Japanese Tea Gardens (Sunken

Gardens) 

"Beautiful Gardens"

In 1915, the city requested a Japanese immigrant and his wife to transform

an old rock quarry into a Japanese-styled garden, and a man named Mr.

Kimi Eizo Jingu agreed to the task. He started with a rock house, which

still stands today and is surrounded by winding pebble walkways, stone

bridges, a waterfall and tranquil pools. His work transformed the old rock

quarry into a garden filled with lily ponds and lush green vegetation. With

the onset of World War II and the growing anti-Japanese sentiment that

surrounded it, the city council changed the garden's name to "Chinese

Sunken Garden." In 1983, the original name was finally restored.

 +1 210 212 4814  www.sanantonio.gov/ParksAndRec/

Parks-Facilities/All-Parks-Facilities/P

arks-Facilities-Details/ArtMID/14820

/ArticleID/2912/Japanese-Tea-

Garden

 3853 North Saint Mary's Street, San

Antonio TX
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San Antonio Botanical Garden 

"Outdoor Garden Exhibits With Conservatory"

The San Antonio Botanical Garden has 33 acres (4046 square meters) of

lush foliage and colorful flowers. A wonderful attraction, the garden is

exquisite year round, with something always in bloom. A conservatory,

formal gardens, "old-fashioned" gardens and native plant areas provide a

variety of interest. This is definitely a must-see for both botany experts

and garden-variety folks. If you're visiting in the spring, don't forget your

antihistamines. The garden center features a luncheon cafe, a gift shop,

guided tours, and adults' and children's classes. It is also available for

private parties.

 +1 210 207 3250  www.sabot.org  555 Funston Place, San Antonio TX
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Mission San José & Visitor Center 

"Queen of Missions"

This mission, located at the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park,

was founded in 1720 by Father Antonio Margil de Jesús. It was the largest

mission and the main center for cultural and social activities. Hence it was

labeled as the ‘Queen of Missions'. A large part of the church was

destroyed over the years. The existing Rose Window is one of the finer

pieces of architecture belonging to the Spanish colonial era. Some of the

few remnants include the arches that once gave shelter to the

missionaries, the convento area and a part of the irrigation ditch, which is

visible outside the compound. The church still functions and visitors are

permitted to attend the Sunday mass.

 www.nps.gov/saan/planyourvisit/sanjose.htm  6701 San Jose Drive, San Antonio TX
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