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 by Bengt Nyman   

Playa de Las Canteras 

"Exceptionally Good Sea Views"

Widely considered one of the best beaches in the area, this four kilometer

stretch of sand is protected from the Atlantic's fury by an attractive rock

and sandstone breakwater. It is the ideal place to watch the sun set and

one of the few public open spaces in the vicinity. It has been awarded the

EU "Blue Flag" category in recognition of its excellent facilities and

services, including daily cleaning, lifeguards, water sports zones, bars,

restaurants and night clubs. Come at night as well as during the day for a

truly magical atmosphere.

 Paseo de las Canteras, Gran Canaria

 by El Coleccionista de

Instantes   

Jardín Botánico Canario Viera y

Clavijo 

"A Botanical Paradise"

Perched on the slopes of the Guiniguada Ravine, the Viera y Clavijo

Botanical Garden is a microcosm of the Canary Islands' diverse flora. The

Swedish-Spanish botanist, Eric Ragnor Sventenius, is the founding father

of these botanical gardens commonly known as Jardín Canario. For years,

he roamed the islands, exploring distant corners, scaling precipitous

slopes and venturing down undiscovered paths in a quest to compose an

exhaustive collection of the archipelago's endemic species. There are

leafy laurel trees, parched xerofila, palms, aeonium, and giant cacti among

many others, beautifully arranged in awe-inspiring, thematic gardens that

encompass the vast breadth of the islands' exotic botanical reserves. A

popular tourist attraction, the Jardin Canario is also internationally renown

for its preservation programs. In 1983, a seed bank for the Canaries'

endemic trees was established here, and there's also a library, a

herbarium, and laboratories. Spread over 27 hectares (67 acres), this vast,

verdant enclave is a journey across Macaronesia and its bountiful, natural

landscapes, replete with plants that are entirely unique to the Canaries.

 +34 928 35 46 13  www.jardincanario.org/  jardincanario@grancanaria.

com

 Carretera del Dragonal,

Tafira Alta

 by Martin Falbisoner   

Bandama Caldera 

"The Depths of Wonder"

Formed thousands of years ago, the Bandama Caldera is a giant bowl of

wonder and a reminder of the volcanic origins of the Canary Islands. The

volcanic crater shelters a diverse collection of native flora and fauna,

several of which are unique to the Canary Islands. 1-kilometer (0.6-mile)

wide and over 200-meters (656-feet) deep, the caldera is a natural

wonder that is easily accessible from Las Palmas de Gran Canaria.

Bandama Caldera lies at the heart of one of the Gran Canaria's oldest

wine regions, its bodegas and wineries havens of epicurean delights,

while challenging hiking trails lead past scenes of natural splendor. Along

the way are caves once inhabited by the island's natives, abandoned

farmhouses and a secret bunker in the guise of a visitor's center. Hikers

will find that there are several avenues to explore, the most popular

beginning at the Pico de Bandama Viewpoint, leading down into the
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depths of the caldera. Other interesting sites include the pond of El

Culatón and the cross of the Tres Piedras.

 Carretera Caldera de Bandama, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

 by Roquenublogc   

Roque Nublo 

"Natural Icon"

Roque Nublo, or the Cloud Rock, is one of the world's largest free-

standing rocks and Gran Canaria's most striking natural icon. Formed over

4.5 million years ago, this volcanic rock has been shaped by the elements

over millennia into an 80-meter (262-foot) tall monolith at a height of 1,813

meters (5,948 feet) above sea level. Outdone by only the Pico de las

Nieves, Roque Nublo is the island's second highest peak. Sweeping views

of the surrounding countryside lay sprawled at its feet, like a patchwork

quilt of pine forests and farmland arranged in deep, plunging folds. Often

shrouded by a bank of clouds or icy mist, the enigmatic Roque Nublo is

surprisingly accessible, and it is possible to walk right up to its base.

Scaling its sheer face is another matter altogether, a feat braved only by

experienced climbers with the right kind of equipment. Described by the

Spanish writer, Miguel de Unamuno, as a storm turned to stone, Roque

Nublo is a sight of striking beauty, rising from the ground like a defiant

behemoth frozen in the guise of a jagged pinnacle.

 Off GC-600, Tejeda
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