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Maritime Museum of San Diego
"Historical Museum on Water"

by Wikibofh~commonswiki

+1 619 234 9153

Fun for adults and kids, this museum-on-water is the focal point of San
Diego's historic Embarcadero Promenade. Comprised of several
painstakingly restored historic ships, it is a tribute to the sea-faring age.
One of the ships showcased at Maritime Museum of San Diego is the Star
of India (1863), a stunning vision that graces the coastline as the world's
oldest actively-sailed, square-rigged ship.
www.sdmaritime.com

info@sdmaritime.org

1492 North Harbor Drive,
San Diego CA

USS Midway Museum
"San Diego's Aircraft Carrier Museum"

by MattCC716

Located right along the Navy Pier in downtown San Diego, the USS
Midway Museum lends deep insights into naval aviation and one of the
important chapters of American history. The museum is home to the
iconic USS Midway, which has been one of the country's oldest aircraft
carriers. A famed naval museum in the United States, it also shelters an
arsenal of other significant carriers, most of which were crafted in
Southern California. The museum is complete with simulators, myriad
deck exhibits and the stirring Battle of Midway theater. The museum has
also been a host to an array of private, media and sporting events.

+1 619 544 9600

www.midway.org/

910 North Harbor Drive, Navy Pier, San
Diego CA

San Diego Automotive Museum
"Hot Wheels for Big Kids"

by Marcin Wichary

+1 619 231 2886

Rev up your engines and cruise on over to the San Diego Automotive
Museum dedicated to the last 100 years of automotive development. From
'horseless carriages' to the 50s 'hot rods' parked in front of a simulated
diner, car buffs will enjoy checking out the scores of shiny automobiles on
display. Research sources are available, as are great gift ideas for any car
enthusiast.
sdautomuseum.org/

info@sdautomuseum.org

Petco Park
"Home of San Diego Padres"

by Bernard Gagnon

One of the most important ballparks of Major League Baseball (MLB),
Petco Park is a baseball fan's haven and the base of the San Diego
Padres. Its unique architectural layout is an ode to the region's geography
and its natural allure. The framework of the stadium resonates of the
surrounding peaks while the steel edifice and enclosing structures are
designed like canyons. Landscaped with indigenous plants and featuring a
lush area picnic hill, this magnificent stadium boasts to have the best
seats for not only sports lovers but also concert goers.

2080 Pan American Plaza,
Balboa Park, San Diego CA

+1 619 795 5000

sandiego.padres.mlb.com/
sd/ballpark/index.jsp

events@padres.com

100 Park Boulevard, San
Diego CA

Balboa Park
"Vast Cultural Center"

by Bernard Gagnon

+1 619 239 0512

The United States' largest urban cultural park is also one of the world's
most scenic, with a dazzling array of museums, entertainment venues,
botanical gardens and architectural landmarks. The world-renowned San
Diego Zoo is just one of the many treasures nestled within the verdant
expanse of this 1,200-acre (490-hectare) park, set aside as a reserve for
public use as early as 1835. The 1915-16 Panama-California Expo and the
1935–36 California Pacific International Expo left behind a wealth of
architectural jewels strewn across the park, including the California
Building fashioned after the typical design of a Spanish Colonial Church
and now home to the San Diego Museum of Man. Fifteen museums,
award-winning theaters, an antique carousel, a miniature railroad and the
Spanish Village Arts Center come together at Balboa Park to celebrate the
cultural diversity of the state and its inspiring natural landscape.
www.balboapark.org/

info@balboapark.org

1549 El Prado, San Diego CA

Museum of Us
"Anthropology Museum, Architectural Marvel"

by Rhododendrites

+1 619 239 2001

San Diego's anthropological museum is home to 70,000 artifacts, folk art
and archaeological finds from all over the world. With mummies and
ancient carved monuments, the treasures inside the San Diego Museum
of Man are abundant but the building itself is also a San Diego treasure
and city symbol. The California Building with its tile-capped tower was
designed in 1915 by Bertram G. Goodhue and reflects a whimsical
"California Mission" style of architecture. Exhibits inside explore the
culture and lives of ancient civilizations of the Inuits, the Mapuche, and
the Mayans among others.
museumofus.org/

museum@museumofus.org

1350 El Prado, Balboa Park,
San Diego CA

San Diego Model Railroad
Museum
"Colossal Model Railroad"

by Another Believer

+1 619 696 0199

This museum houses the world's largest indoor model railroad, along with
many other exciting exhibits. The museum's aim is to preserve the history
of model railroading and to educate the public on its varied aspects.
There's a toy train gallery as well while another area of the museum is
dedicated to four large-scale models depicting the main railroads of the
Southwest. A gift shop offers t-shirts, overalls and books. Note that the
first Tuesday of the month is free for San Diego County residents.
www.sdmrm.org/

info@sdmrm.org

1649 El Prado, San Diego CA

Fleet Science Center
"Hands-On Museum & Theater"

by Lance Cpl. Lisa M.
Tourtelot

+1 619 238 1233

These hands-on science and technology exhibits open a window into the
future. Take a multi-sensory simulated space mission and encounter a
rogue comet. Also found here is the world's first Omnimax Theater, a
dome 10 times larger than a typical movie screen. If the exploration of the
science center makes you hungry, pay a visit to the museum's Galileo
Cafe for a snack or a cup of coffee.
www.fleetscience.org/

clientservices@rhfleet.org

1875 El Prado, Balboa Park,
San Diego CA

Old Town
"Where California was Born"

by Zhengyu.J

+1 619 291 4903

History, food and fun are all within easy walking distance of the Old Town.
Father Serra established the first mission here more than 225 years ago;
Kit Carson helped to raise the first American flag in 1846. Now there are
37 restaurants and entertainment is abundant with artisans, dancers,
galleries, hotels, mariachis, professional theatre and shops. Most
restaurants and shops accept major credit cards. You can access this area
from Interstate-5 by taking the Old Town Avenue exit, driving east and
turning left on San Diego Avenue.
www.oldtownsandiego.or
g

otsd@aol.com

San Diego Avenue, San
Diego CA

Junipero Serra Museum
"Once a Spanish Fort"
High above Old Town, sits the Presidio. First built in 1769 by the Spanish
Army as a fort, the Presidio lookout still provides a panoramic view of the
city. The adjacent museum was built in 1929 revealing a fine example of
Mission Revival-style architecture. Inside the museum you will find
clothing, artifacts, furniture, tools and army artillery.
by MARELBU

+1 619 232 6203

www.sandiegohistory.org/serra_mu
seum/

2727 Presidio Drive, Presidio Park, San
Diego CA

Sail San Diego
"Sail Away to Adventure"

by Phil Roeder

+1 619 297 7426

A sailor's delight! Relax while a licensed captain takes you on the sail of a
lifetime with Sail San Diego. Or for the more adventuresome, you take the
helm! Cruise through the blue waters of San Diego Bay and see the city
from a whole new perspective. During January and February, you can also
board their 'Marine Biologist's' boat to get up close and personal with
migrating whales.
www.sailsandiego.com/

2051 Shelter Island Drive, San Diego
CA

Mission Basilica San Diego de
Alcala
"First California Church"

by Rob.Bertholf

+1 619 281 8449

Founded in 1769, Mission San Diego de Alcalá was the first mission
founded by Father Junipero Serra in The Californias. Like many of the
Spanish missions that were built along California's famous El Camino
Real, the mission is actually the namesake of the major city it's near--in
this case, San Diego. The mission experienced a tumultuous history since
its founding, and its church building has since been rebuilt five times on
the same site. Today, the mission stands as a remarkable example of early
California history and is currently registered as a National Historic
Landmark.
www.missionsandiego.org
/

lindahewett@missionsandi
ego.org

10818 San Diego Mission
Road, San Diego CA

Mission Beach
"Colorful Boardwalk"

by User Vlastula on
en.wikipedia

Near the man-made islands of Mission Bay, this beach runs along Mission
Boulevard and boasts a fabulous boardwalk. One of the best places in San
Diego to soak up the city's beach lifestyle, this is an unsurpassed area for
people watching or building sandcastles. For a faster pace, rent a bike or
in-line roller skates or better yet, take a ride on Belmont Park's worldfamous wooden roller coaster. Whatever attraction you choose, be
prepared for large crowds and limited parking at Mission Beach.

+1 619 232 3101 (Tourist Information)

www.sandiego.gov/lifeguards/beac
hes/mb

Mission Boulevard, San Diego CA

California Center for the Arts
"Art With An Edge"

by Antenna on Unsplash

This is the premier place for culture in all of North County. The Broadwaystyle theater hosts up to 60 performances each season with guests such
as Barishnykov, Stomp and Broadway musicals. Meanwhile, the museum
features more than 9,000 square feet of galleries as well as an outdoor
area called "Lyric Court". The focus is on 20th-century visual arts with
contemporary flair. Exhibitions change frequently. Private party and
reception facilities are available.

+1 760 839 4138

www.artcenter.org

340 North Escondido Boulevard,
Escondido CA

Gaslamp Quarter
"San Diego's Thriving Heart"

by stevekl0

Vibrant, eclectic, and endlessly entertaining, the Gaslamp Quarter covers
more than 16 city blocks of downtown San Diego, with hundreds of
specialty shops and dozens of trendy restaurants, bars and avant-garde
playhouses. Most of the shops keep late hours, so delightful shopping,
drinking, and dining can occur virtually simultaneously. Cutting-edge
women's fashions elbow up against exclusive art galleries, while nearby is
a hardware store founded more than 100 years ago. The San Diego
Convention Center is just steps away from the Gaslamp, and during major
conventions the flow of souvenir-hunting attendees floods the area. For
an upscale shopping mall experience, the adjacent Horton Plaza offers
major department stores and a hundred or so mall shops set in an
architecturally amusing maze of bridges, stairways, and intricately tiled
walls. If you have just a few hours to devote to shopping, spend the time
and the money here.

+1 619 233 5227

www.gaslamp.org/

info@gaslamp.org

Ocean Beach

by Alen Ištoković

oceanbeachsandiego.com/

Ocean Beach, San Diego CA

Gaslamp Quarter, San Diego
CA

Seaport Village
"Waterfront Shopping & Dining"

by Sylvain Leprovost

+1 619 235 4014

Take a leisurely walk from the Gaslamp Quarter or Horton Plaza and
escape the madness of the city for awhile. Stroll down miles of
cobblestone paths taking in the greenery, ponds and fountains as you
make your way around 54 one-of-a-kind shops, 13 casual dining eateries
and four fine-dining restaurants. Unsurpassed views of the bay, its ships
and the San Diego-Coronado Bridge surround the park. Complete with a
carousel dating from the 1890s, this is a great place to visit for the day. A
monthly calender features live blues, jazz, country and swing bands.
www.seaportvillage.com/

mcapizzi@terramarcenters.
com

849 West Harbor Drive, San
Diego CA

Cabrillo National Monument
"History With a View"
An unmistakable presence on Point Loma's southernmost shore, this
iconic lighthouse has stoically stood since the year 1855. An integral
member of the Cabrillo National Monument, the Point Loma Lighthouse
offers a breathtaking 360-degree view of the city of San Diego and far
beyond. It was erected in honor of Captain Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, the
first European to set foot on the West Coast. During its heyday, the
lighthouse's powerful third-order Fresnel lens provided a focal length of
nearly 462 feet (141 meters). The original lens can be found on display
adjacent to the lighthouse. Decommissioned in 1891, the light currently
functions as a tourist attraction housing a museum that preserves exhibits
relating to the history of the structure, including the names of its
numerous keepers.

by Ed Schipul

+1 619 523 4285

www.nps.gov/cabr/index.htm

1800 Cabrillo Memorial Drive, San
Diego CA
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