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 by Mary Mark Ockerbloom   

National Geographic Museum 

"Explore the World"

The many perspectives of the earth are examined here, including geology,

oceanography, astronomy and anthropology. Enjoy creative and

educational exhibits including a huge globe, a tornado simulator and a

'time machine'. Changing, lively special exhibits are also featured. A gift

shop sells the National Geographic Society's videos, books and

educational games.

 +1 202 857 7588  www.nationalgeographic.org/ticket

s/events/

 1145 17th Street Northwest,

Washington DC

 by Rexness   

Heist 

"Top 40's Nightclub"

Dupont Circle's nightlife has a headlining star, and it is called Heist. A

sophisticated underground nightclub and lounge featuring unique

cocktails and a hip crowd, this spot is guaranteed to be popping on any

given night of the week. With a great sound system blaring the latest hits,

an expansive dance floor and even a menu of delectable appetizers, Heist

promises "grandeur fun and light-hearted delinquency." They are perhaps

best known for their beautiful bar area - the sparkly light fixtures on the

ceiling bring to mind a starry night sky.

 +1 202 688 0098  www.heistdc.com/  vip@heistdc.com  1802 Jefferson Place

Northwest, Washington DC

 by AgnosticPreachersKid   

Anderson House 

"Visit a Golden Age"

This palatial townhouse on Embassy Row is a showpiece of the

collections, interests, and lavish decor of Ambassador Lars Anderson and

his heiress wife, Isabel. Housing an exhibit of revolutionary artifacts, the

museum also offers some quirkier displays such as murals of Anderson's

favorite motorcar tours of the city. But the biggest draw is the decor,

which, from the grand ballroom to the original furnishings, gives a clear

sense of the life and times of people during this period. Free chamber

recitals are performed weekly.

 +1 202 785 2040  www.societyofthecincinna

ti.org/anderson_house/hist

ory

 cpauley@societyofthecinci

nnati.org

 2118 Massachusetts Avenue

Northwest, Washington DC

 by dbking   

Woodrow Wilson House 

"Presidential Artifacts"

President Wilson lived in this Georgian-Revival house after he left office,

creating a comfortable, unpretentious residence with his second wife,

Edith. He is the only president to remain in Washington after office. The

couple collected items from all over the world, filling their home with

eclectic wares. There is a baseball signed by Great Britain's King George V

and a silent movie projector given to the Wilsons by the actor Douglas
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Fairbanks. The bedroom is modeled after the couple's White House

sleeping quarters.

 +1 202 387 4062  www.woodrowwilsonhouse.org/  2340 South Street Northwest,

Washington DC

 by Davor Čengija   

Flash 

"Booming Nightclub"

The brainchild of Dave Rosenberg and Afshin Mottaghi, Flash is a popular

nightclub in the neighborhood of Shaw. Walk to the back of the seemingly

normal bar to the photo booth where your picture will be snapped, and

step on to the dance floor. With state-of-the-art sound systems and

lighting, this place booms with music. Only the best of DJs play here,

giving you a sense of exclusivity while being very reasonably-priced.

Delish tidbits and fabulous drinks are in the offing for those clubbing here.

Definitely worth a visit to get a glimpse of DC's nightlife.

 +1 202 827 8791  www.flashdc.com/  info@flashdc.com  645 Florida Avenue

Northwest, Washington DC

 by Ser Amantio di Nicolao   

Art Museum of the Americas 

"Art with a Conscience"

The Art Museum of the Americas works to showcase artists whose

compelling works speak to political or social issues. This engaging

museum was originally founded in 1917 as the Visual Arts Unit of the Pan

American Union, but opened its doors as the Art Museum of the Americas

in 1976. The museum boasts an impressive collection of important

contemporary Latin American and Caribbean works, as well as hosting

rotating exhibits that display the work of both emerging and established

artists. The museum also runs educational programs and hosts events like

free screenings of socially and politically-geared documentaries.

 +1 202 370 0147  museum.oas.org/  artmus@oas.org  201 18th Street, Washington

DC

 by art around   

Madam's Organ 

"Billiards, Live Music & Fun"

A popular night spot in the DC neighborhood, the vibe at this jazz and

blues club reflects the eclecticism that Adams-Morgan has been known

for. It is a great addition to downtown’s social scene. The patrons here

would agree that the lively atmosphere at this place is the key to its fame.

Savor a drink and a classic grub, play a few games of billiards, and enjoy

nightly live performances all under one roof at Madam's Organ. If you wish

to spend a night that you will remember for a long time, then this place

won't disappoint you for sure.

 +1 202 667 5370  www.madamsorgan.com/  info@madamsorgan.com  2461 18th Street Northwest,

Washington DC
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 by AgnosticPreachersKid   

National Building Museum 

"An Architectural Splendor"

Popularly known as the Pension Building, the National Building Museum

plays a pivotal role in narrating the history of design, engineering,

construction, urban planning and architecture in the United States of

America. A non-profit organization, the museum hosts a number of

exhibitions, festivals and public programs that endorse the exchange of

ideas and information across people of all sections of society, across the

globe. Located in a monumental structure with a design based on Italian

Renaissance palaces, the brick, and terracotta building is grand and

contains a massive 15-story interior with eight Corinthian columns that are

75 feet (23 meters) high. The museum's space has also been the site of

inaugural balls and a popular Christmas television special. An iconic

tourist attraction, a visit to the capital city is certainly incomplete without a

tour of the National Building Museum.

 +1 202 272 2448  www.nbm.org/  info@nbm.org  401 F Street Northwest,

Washington DC

 by Wknight94 talk   

Tudor Place Historic House &

Garden 

"A Colonial Showplace"

The former home of George and Martha Washington's granddaughter,

Tudor Place Historic House & Garden offer formal gardens and a house

full of artifacts from the Washington family. The mansion was designed by

Dr. William Thornton who also engineered the U.S. Capitol. For those with

an interest in early American history, but without the time to travel to the

more-famous Mount Vernon, this museum within the city is ideal. Docents

lead the frequent tours for a nominal price while the tours to the gardens

are free of cost.

 +1 202 965 0400  www.tudorplace.org/  info@tudorplace.org  1644 31st Street North West,

Washington DC

 by ebaso   

Hela Spa 

"Urban Oasis"

Alleviating the stress of overworked cosmopolitans, Hela Spa is tucked

away in the historic neighborhood, but once you find it you're in for a day

of pampering. This luxurious medical spa offers a bevy of upscale services

from simple massages and facials to peels, microdermabrasion, eyelash

extensions, and more. Need to look refreshed and ready for your next

event or holiday season? An appointment with Hela Spa can help you with

that, whether it be botox or a series of less invasive facials, the trained

and friendly staff will help you look and feel your best.

 +1 202 333 4445  helamedicalspa.com/  info@helaspa.com  3209 M Street Northwest,

Washington DC

 by Cliff   

Theodore Roosevelt Island and

Memorial 

"A Natural Tribute"

This Potomac River island is an apt memorial to the conservation-minded

Teddy Roosevelt, the nation's 26th president. The 88-acre wildlife refuge

can be explored along winding footpaths. In a clearing at the island's

center stands a 22-foot bronze statue of Roosevelt, accompanied by

inscriptions of his eloquent thoughts on nature and conservation. Access

the island from Virginia via George Washington Memorial Parkway. A

pedestrian bridge connects the island to a parking lot on the Virginia

shoreline.

 +1 703 289 2500  www.nps.gov/this/index.htm  George Washington Memorial Parkway,

Turkey Run Park, McLean VA
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 by Awesome Sasquatch   

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Memorial 

"Tribute to FDR"

This monument is not only a memorial to the nation's 32nd president, but

also to the people of his time. The monument stretches along the Tidal

Basin over 7.5 acres (3 hectares) and is connected by granite

passageways. The four outdoor rooms here exhibit different aspects of

Franklin D. Roosevelt's terms in office. The second room, for example,

depicts the Great Depression with statues waiting in a bread line. Another

room contains a statue of Eleanor Roosevelt, the only memorial to honor a

First Lady. The monument also features waterfalls and pools. Set at a

scenic location, it is a glorious site to visit in Washington DC.

 +1 202 426 6841  www.nps.gov/frde/index.htm  400 West Basin Drive Southwest,

Washington DC

 by AgnosticPreachersKid   

Belmont-Paul Women's Equality

National Monument 

"Women's Political History"

Belmont-Paul Women's Equality National Monument formerly known as

Sewall House till 1929, Alva Belmont House till 1972 and Sewall-Belmont

House and Museum till 2016. Built in 1800, it is one of the oldest houses in

Capitol Hill. It is dedicated to National Woman's Party leaders Alva

Belmont and Alice Paul. Since 1929, it was the headquarters of the Party

whose sole focus was engaging in the fight for women's suffrage. It has

been listed in the National Register of Historic Places and designated as a

National Historic Landmark, and later designated as a National Monument

by President Barack Obama in 2016.

 +1 202 543 2240  www.nps.gov/bepa/index.

htm

 national_mall@nps.gov  144 Constitution Avenue

Northeast, Washington DC

 by UnknownUnknown author 

Naval Observatory 

"Clocking the Stars"

Settled on the hilly lawns of a naval fort in upper northwest Washington,

the Observatory measures the times and positions of the stars. Visitors

may watch a short movie and view the precision clocks and high-powered

telescope. Though it is not generally open to the public, visitors can catch

a glimpse of its fine Victorian exterior. Tours are held on select days. Up to

90 people are admitted per tour and prior reservations need to be made

through their website.

 +1 202 762 1467  www.usno.navy.mil/USNO/tours-

events/tour-information

 3450 Massachusetts Avenue

Northwest, Washington DC

 by Lance Cpl. Antwaun

Jefferson   

Marine Corps War Memorial 

"A Moment Captured"

The image of five marines and a navy corpsman raising an American flag

atop Mount Suribachi during World War II is known to every American

schoolchild. Seen in person, the bronze 78-foot (23.77 meters) statue is

sure to stir emotions. The sculpture near Arlington National Cemetery,

commemorates the 6,800 soldiers who were martyred during World War II

in order to capture the tiny Japanese island of Iwo Jima. Today, the

memorial is dedicated to all U.S. Marines who died lsot their lives on

battlefields. A Marine Parade is held at 7p Tuesdays throughout the

summer.

 +1 703 289 2500  www.nps.gov/gwmp/marinecorpsw

armemorial.htm

 US Marine Memorial Circle, Arlington

VA
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 by Mike Licht,

NotionsCapital.com   

Capitol Hill Books 

"House of Books"

In this deceptively tiny shop tucked on a side street near DC's iconic

Eastern Market, patrons have been known spending hours browsing an

extensive collection of used books. It is an old house converted into a

bookstore which holds more paper than one could ever imagine. The two

levels of this place are covered floor to ceiling with secondhand books on

literature, history, poetry, and more. Somehow the owner knows exactly

where everything is and is always happy to help his customers in their

book hunt here. Still, if you can't find a book of your choice, you can pick

up a free book from one of the boxes kept outside this lovely bookstore.

 +1 202 544 1621  www.capitolhillbooks-

dc.com/

 info@capitolhillbooks-

dc.com

 657 C Street Southeast,

Washington DC

 by Jllm06   

Hillwood Estate, Museum &

Gardens 

"Opulent Estate"

The Hillwood Estate, Museum and Gardens is the legacy of Marjorie

Merriweather Post, a famous socialite and founder of General Foods.

Consisting of numerous rooms, this mansion dates back to the 1920s and

houses an outstanding collection of art, jewelry and other decorative

artifacts that belonged to her. View rare Faberge eggs, historic portraits,

exquisite tapestries and priceless ceramics, among others, at this stunning

museum. Visitors can also enjoy a leisurely stroll through the landscaped

estate, which notably features a French parterre garden, a rose garden,

and even a cemetery that inters many of Post's pet dogs.

 +1 202 686 5807  www.hillwoodmuseum.org  info@hillwoodmuseum.org  4155 Linnean Avenue

Northwest, Washington DC

 by Eric T Gunther   

President Lincoln's Cottage 

"Explore President Lincoln's Cottage"

President Abraham Lincoln lived at this charming Gothic Revival cottage,

located on the grounds of the Armed Forces Retirement Home, for

thirteen months in total during the years of 1862, 1863, and 1864. It was

here that he developed the Emancipation Proclamation. The day before

his assassination, Lincoln rode out to the cottage before heading back to

the White House. Today, the cottage stands as a tribute to the "Great

Orator". Guests can visit the cottage by purchasing a ticket for a guided

tour of the grounds and building, the entrance is through Eagle Gate of

the Armed Forces Retirement Home. Keep in mind that it is recommended

that you buy your tickets in advance.

 +1 202 829 0436  lincolncottage.org/  LincolnsCottage@savingpl

aces.org

 140 Rock Creek Church Road

Northwest, Armed Forces

Retirement Home,

Washington DC

 by Ted Eytan   

Gravelly Point Park 

"For Plane Spotters"

This pleasant park is situated just north of Ronald Reagan Washington

National Airport. With its flat terrain and location right on the water, the

park attracts cyclists and boaters, but its biggest draw is probably the

close proximity to the airport (a mere 400 feet away). People come to

watch the planes land and take off, flying in low right above them. An

added bonus is a nice view of the Washington skyline.

 Off Mount Vernon Trail, George Washington Memorial Parkway, Arlington VA
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 by ElvertBarnes   

Yards Park 

"Attractive Park"

Along the city's waterfront is the wonderful Yards Park that opened in

September 2010. A stunning example of how urban planning can play

such a vital role in ensuring that city-dwellers enjoy their time in the city,

this park comes replete with fountains, a pool, jogging tracks, biking trails,

waterside lawns, shopping spots, cafes, bars and more. A special platform

has been constructed to host outdoor events like concerts, community get-

togethers, dog shows and festivals.

 www.theyardsdc.com/  info@dcyards.com  355 Water Street South East,

Washington DC

 by bobistraveling   

Kreeger Museum 

"Home of Contemporary Art"

Set among the fashionable Foxhall Road estates in upper northwest

Washington, the former residence of Carmen and David Kreeger holds a

marvelous collection of 19th and 20th-century art. Artists such as Picasso,

Van Gogh, Kandinsky and Rodin are represented, among many other

artists. A fine collection of African art is also housed here. The Kreeger

Museum's grounds also feature a sculpture garden. However, the museum

requires some advance planning to visit since reservations are required to

join the docent-led tours, but the effort is well worth it.

 +1 202 337 3050  www.kreegermuseum.org/  publicrelations@kreegerm

useum.org

 2401 Foxhall Road North

West, Washington DC

 by Charles Philips   

Anacostia Community Museum 

"African-American Culture"

At this lesser-known Smithsonian museum, the spotlight is on African-

American culture, community and issues. There is no permanent

collection, but the museum provides innovative, special exhibits. They

tend to be current and interactive, with many suited to children.

Admission is free.

 +1 202 633 4820  anacostia.si.edu  AMinfo@si.edu.  1901 Fort Place, Southeast,

Washington DC

 by mark_whitton   

Winkler Botanical Preserve 

"Searching for Nature in DC"

If you're craving a bit of nature after spending time in the metropolis that

is the Washington DC area, head out to the Winkler Botanical Preserve.

This 44-acre natural space - which is accessed through an apartment

complex - offers trails for wandering and a pond to picnic by. Because the

hikes are pretty easy - it only takes about two hours to cover the whole

reserve -, this is a great place to take the kids. Best of all, one of the short

trails leads up to a a little Hobbit-style dwelling that can sometimes be

explored.

 5400 Roanoke Avenue, Alexandria VA
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 by Rog Cogswell   

National Harbor 

"Expanse of Entertainment"

On the Potomac river, resides one of the biggest projects that Oxon Hill

has seen in times to come, the National Harbor. Complete with hotels,

convention centers, stores and offices, this site has something for

everyone. They also organize cruises, tours, food festivals and other such

events. You can dock your boat at the pier and head out to explore the

area. Don't miss out on seeing the unique public sculpture "The

Awakening", emerging from the ground.

 +1 877 628 5427  www.nationalharbor.com/  info@nationalharbor.com  National Harbor Boulevard,

Oxon Hill MD

 by Public Domain CC0   

Wheaton Regional Park 

"Outdoor Fun for All"

Spanning 538.55 acres (217.99 hectares) of land, Wheaton Regional Park

is a natural oasis just north of Washington DC. The park, which was

established in 1960, has three distinct sections that all offer different

activities, from a train ride through the Shorefield area, to an informational

nature walk at the Brookside Nature Center in the Glenallan area. The

park also has many hiking trails that show off the park's natural beauty, as

well as many picnic areas that are perfect for a sunny afternoon.

 +1 301 495 2595  www.montgomeryparks.org/parks-

and-trails/wheaton-regional-park/

 2000 Shorefield Road, Silver Spring

MD

 by ASasch   

Spa Riverside 

"Bath House Bliss"

For a few hours of revitalization, head to Spa Riverside, where you will be

pampered to your heart's content. The bath house and spa offers a variety

of services, including massages, acupressure, herbal steam therapy, and

traditional body scrubs. Visitors to Spa Riverside also gain access to dry

steam rooms, hot and cold pools, herbal steam rooms, red clay rooms, and

salt rooms. Unwind with one of Spa Riverside's relaxing treatments and let

your cares drift away on a herb-infused breeze.

 +1 703 914 9696  www.spariversideva.com/  7331 Little River Turnpike, Annandale

VA

 by sigsegv   

Brookside Gardens 

"A Beautiful Public Garden"

Brookside Gardens is a public garden located inside Wheaton Regional

Park. It is open for public visits without any charge. Spread across 500

acres (202 hectares), major features of the garden include an aquatic park

with ponds and a gazebo, a azalea garden, a butterfly garden and a

children’s garden. Some of the other highlights include a dazzling

fragrance garden, a Japanese tea house when visitors can sip on a variety

of tea, a nature center, a lovely woodland walk, and much more.

 +1 301 962 1400  www.montgomeryparks.org/brooksi

de/

 1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton

Regional Park, Silver Spring MD
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Mather Gorge 

"Narrow Natural Wonder"

Mather Gorge, which is located inside the Great Falls Park, is the

narrowest section of the lower stretch of the Potomac River. The gorge,

which is just down river from the Great Falls, takes its name from Stephen

Mather, the first director of the National Parks Service. Visitors to the park

can hike along the steep cliffs of the gorge, or scale the cliffs themselves

while rock climbing. The gorge can also be explored by kayak and canoe,

though water goers should be aware that the gorge contains Class I to

Class IV whitewater rapids.

 +1 703 285 2965  www.nps.gov/grfa/learn/photosmult

imedia/Mather-Gorge.htm

 11710 MacArthur Boulevard, Great Falls

Park, Potomac MD

 by Ron Cogswell   

Glenstone 

"Art in the Countryside"

The creators of Glenstone held three elements above all else when

forming this unique gallery: art, architecture, and landscape. The gallery is

situated on 200 acres of old foxhunting grounds, and nature plays heavily

on the gallery's building and gardens. The gallery houses several

contemporary art collections, the main collection of which focuses on post

World War II work. To visit the fascinating Glenstone, you will need to

reserve a time to visit the gallery, which you can do online, or by calling

the gallery. The establishment provides free tours through the gallery, as

well as through the outdoor sculpture gardens.

 +1 301 983 5001  www.glenstone.org/  info@glenstone.org  12002 Glen Road, Potomac

MD

 by Library of Congress, Prints
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Gunston Hall 

"The Home of George Mason"

Constructed in the mid-1700s, this Georgian manor was owned by George

Mason, a statesman and one of the authors of the U.S. Constitution and

the Bill of Rights. Guided tours of the house feature the elaborate interior

woodcarvings and period furniture. Outside the house, visitors can walk

through formal boxwood gardens, with a view of the Potomac River.

Various outbuildings, the kitchen, schoolhouse and laundry room can be

seen as well. Visitors can try their hand at archaeological excavation and

have a chance to discover original artifacts.

 +1 703 550 9220  www.gunstonhall.org  historic@gunstonhall.org  10709 Gunston Road, Mason

Neck VA
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