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Meridian Hill Park 

"European Style Park"

A variety of European park styles are on display here at Meridian Hill Park,

from long French promenades to Renaissance terraces. Waterfalls and

pools abound among curling pathways. Especially delightful is the water

staircase, a terraced waterfall. Nearby is the historic Adams-Morgan

neighborhood, which features myriad ethnic restaurants and eclectic

shops.

 +1 202 895 6070 (Tourist Information)  www.nps.gov/mehi/index.htm  2400 15th Street Northwest,

Washington DC DC

 by angela n.   

Constitution Gardens 

"Beautiful Park Within National Mall"

This park is located north of the Reflecting Pool amid the capital's many

famous monuments and memorials. A beautiful place for a stroll, the

paths wind through the trees taking you to the Vietnam Veterans

Memorial, a lake and a memorial to the signers of the Declaration of

Independence. Steeped in history, this is a must-see on any DC tour.

 +1 202 426 6841  www.nps.gov/coga/  Constitution Avenue Northwest,

National Mall, Washington DC DC

 by dionhinchcliffe   

Rock Creek Park 

"A Capital Forest"

The Rock Creek Park contains a beautiful wild forest and serves as an

oasis for city residents and tourists. Attractions include picnic areas,

winding trails and bike paths, a nature center, a public golf course, tennis

courts and stables. The centerpiece is a working gristmill, complete with a

turning water wheel. Rock Creek Parkway runs alongside the meandering

creek. Parts of the road are closed to traffic on weekends and turned over

to cyclists and roller bladers. Although the Metro is nearby, a car is

required to visit many of the key sites in a single trip. The park is also a

popular spot in the winter for sledding, snowballs and other outdoor

merriment.

 +1 202 895 6070  www.nps.gov/rocr/index.htm  5200 Glover Road Northwest,

Washington DC DC

 by tpsdave   

National Mall 

"Mall of Memorials"

Part of the original design for the federal city, this massive park stretches

from the US Capitol to the Lincoln Memorial and around the Tidal Basin to

the Jefferson Memorial. It has played host to many momentous, world-

changing events throughout history including the 1963 March on

Washington, the Million Man March and several presidential

inaugurations. Today, the National Mall serves as a place for reflection, a

memorial to American heroes, a symbol of freedom and a forum for the

exercise of democracy. The Smithsonian museums, the Vietnam
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Memorial, the Reflecting Pool and the iconic Washington Monument are a

few of the most well-known of the National Mall's many iconic sites.

Certainly, any visit to Washington DC should start with a tour of the

United States National Mall, aptly named "America's front yard."

 +1 202 485 9880  www.nps.gov/nama/  Independence Avenue Southwest,

Constitution Avenue, Washington DC

DC
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Montrose Park 

"A Leisurely Excursion"

A popular outdoor destination for children, college students and nature

lovers, this park lies north of Georgetown. Woodlands surround a

recreation area with tennis courts, picnic tables and a playground. Special

features include a boxwood maze and Lovers Lane, a cobblestone

walkway on the west side of the park. To explore more elaborately

designed grounds and an elegant estate, visit Dumbarton Oaks next door.

Admission is free.

 +1 202 426 6827  www.nps.gov/articles/600115.htm#

4/35.46/-98.57

 3099 R Street Northwest, Between

28th and 32nd streets, Washington DC

DC

 by Debojyotilahiri   

Tidal Basin 

"Water Lagoon"

If you're looking for something to do on a lazy Sunday afternoon, head to

the Tidal Basin. Set in picturesque and scenic surroundings, it is truly a

visual treat. Located between the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and

Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, it covers a vast area of 107 acres.

Tidal Basin is also utilized as a means for flushing the Washington

Channel. It is maintained and operated by the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers.

 www.nps.gov/articles/dctidalbasin.htm  Maine Avenue Southwest, Washington DC DC

 by Carol M. Highsmith   

West Potomac Park 

"Immensely Significant Park Site"

In close proximity to the celebrated National Mall, lies the West Potomac

Park. It is a prominent U.S. National Park that features important

memorials like the Korean War Veterans Memorial, World War II Memorial

and so forth. Apart from that, you can also enjoy views of the Tidal Basin

or take a stroll along the splendid Constitution Gardens. Every year, this

park hosts the Cherry Blossom Festival that is well-attended.

 www.nps.gov/nama/index.htm  2912 Independence Avenue Southwest, Washington, DC DC

 by Cliff   

Theodore Roosevelt Island and

Memorial 

"A Natural Tribute"

This Potomac River island is an apt memorial to the conservation-minded

Teddy Roosevelt, the nation's 26th president. The 88-acre wildlife refuge

can be explored along winding footpaths. In a clearing at the island's

center stands a 22-foot bronze statue of Roosevelt, accompanied by

inscriptions of his eloquent thoughts on nature and conservation. Access

the island from Virginia via George Washington Memorial Parkway. A

pedestrian bridge connects the island to a parking lot on the Virginia

shoreline.

 +1 703 289 2500  www.nps.gov/this/index.htm  George Washington Memorial Parkway,

Turkey Run Park, McLean VA
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United States Botanic Garden 

"Botanical Paradise"

The gorgeous U.S. Botanic Garden conservatory presents botanical

variety, from the desert to the tropics, along a series of calm and gently

meandering paths. A particular waterfall and garden display the flora of

the dinosaur age. Seasonal displays include Christmas greens and

poinsettias in December and January, chrysanthemums in autumn and

blooming flowers at Easter. A part of the United States Botanic Garden

(USBG), the National Garden, was opened in October 2006 and includes

the carefully-designed Butterfly Garden.

 +1 202 225 8333  www.usbg.gov  usbg@aoc.gov  100 Maryland Avenue

Southwest, Washington DC

DC
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Benjamin Banneker Park 

"In Memory of Benjamin Banneker"

Constructed in 1970, Banneker Park was built in the memory of Benjamin

Banneker, who was a known African American farmer and scientist.

Tucked amidst the park is a fountain along with a marker established by

The National Park Service. The park has been given the status of an

endangered ground by the D.C. Preservation League.

 parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/benjamin-banneker-

park/

 429 L'Enfant Plaza Southwest, Washington DC DC

 by dc_gardens   

Washington National Cathedral

Gardens and Close 

"A Garden for the Ages"

Heralded as "a garden for the ages," the Washington National Cathedral

Gardens and Close were born out of a collaboration between architect

Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. and Florence Brown Bratenahl, wife of the

dean of the Washington National Cathedral. Together, Bratenahl and

Olmsted filled the cathedral's gardens with native plants, plants that

figure in Christian legends, and historically-interesting plants - such as the

boxwood cuts that were taken from George Washington's Hayfield Manor.

The gardens were added to and expanded in the 1920s and 1930s.

Visitors today can enjoy this beautiful pocket of nature while they wander

the Bishop's Gardens and admire the old growth forest of Olmsted Forest

on the Close.

 +1 202 537 2937  cathedral.org/gardens/  garden@allhallowsguild.or

g

 3101 Wisconsin Avenue

Northwest, Washington

National Cathedral Grounds,

Washington DC DC
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Hillwood Estate, Museum &

Gardens 

"Lovely Mansion & Grounds"

The Hillwood Estate, Museum and Gardens is the legacy of Marjorie

Merriweather Post, a famous socialite and founder of General Foods. The

40-room mansion dates back to the 1920s and houses a huge collection of

art, jewelry and other artifacts that belong to her. View rare Faberge eggs,

historic portraits, exquisite tapestries and pieces of china. Walk through

the landscaped gardens and enjoy the colorful flowers and plants.

 +1 202 686 5807  www.hillwoodmuseum.org  4155 Linnean Avenue Northwest,

Washington DC DC
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United States National Arboretum 

"Washington DC's Botanical Destination"

Best known for its vast collection of azaleas, (a popular porch-flower), this

446-acre (180-hectare) garden park has much else to offer. Fountains,

pools and open space separate a series of focused gardens at the United

States National Arboretum. The National Bonsai Collection, a gift from

Japan, is a fascinating exhibit of tiny trees. Other notable sections are the

aquatic garden (filled with lotuses of many varieties) and the National

Herb Garden.

 +1 202 245 4523  usna.usda.gov  3501 New York Avenue Northeast,

Washington DC DC
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Anacostia Park 

"Indoor and Outdoor Sports"

Freed slaves first settled this area, once known as Uniontown, just after

the Civil War. Today, this 1200-acre setting, including Kenilworth Park and

Aquatic Gardens, is enjoyed by children and adults alike. The park offers a

range of activities including tennis, basketball, roller-skating, an indoor

pool and an ice skating rink. In addition, there is a recreation center,

hiking trails and fishing and boating. Golf lovers will enjoy Langston Golf

Course, an 18-hole course with a driving range.

 +1 202 472 3884  www.nps.gov/anac/  1900 S Street Southeast, Washington

DC DC

 by AgnosticPreachersKid at
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Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens 

"A Blooming City Wilderness"

Early morning is the time to catch the blooming water-bound plants of this

park. Run by the National Park Service, the 12-acre marshland park is

often overlooked by visitors who head for better-known Washington sites.

As a result, the park is an uncrowded getaway. Nature-lovers and children

especially will enjoy more than 100,000 flowering plants and fauna

sightings.

 +1 202 426 6905  www.nps.gov/keaq/  1550 Anacostia Avenue Northeast,

Washington DC DC
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Glen Echo Park 

"A Family Arts Center"

This former amusement park changed its focus from thrilling rides to

artistic amusements, many of which are directed at families. A beautiful

hand-carved carousel is the only ride still operating in the park, now

administered by the National Park Service. Visitors will find plenty of

entertainment ranging from performances at the Puppet Company

Playhouse to children's stories at the Adventure Theatre. Dances like

swing, square-dancing and the waltz, among others, are held at the

Spanish Ballroom.

 +1 301 634 2222  www.glenechopark.org/  info@glenechopark.org  7300 MacArthur Boulevard,

Glen Echo MD
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