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 by Peter Merholz   

Preservation Park 

"Victorian House Tour"

This park consists of 16 Victorian houses concentrated in downtown

Oakland. Each of the homes, which are sometimes open for tours, dates

back to between 1870 and 1910 (the latter are technically Edwardian, but

the designs are still charming). Some areas of the Victorian park are also

available for weddings, meetings, and private parties. Take in five

different styles of architecture and beautifully landscaped gardens. In

addition to a lovely walk along a scenic street, you will be enjoying a

glimpse of what Oakland looked like in the old days. The park is free and

open to the public.

 +1 510 874 7580  www.preservationpark.com/  Preservation Park Way, Oakland CA

 by Sanfranman59   

Pardee Home Museum 

"Historic Landmark"

This is considered one of the greatest historical landmarks in Northern

California. Built in 1868, the house is an Italianate villa that once belonged

to Enoch Pardee and his family, all of whom made a great impact on local

and state politics in the late-19th and early 20th Centuries. The estate is

attractive both architecturally and historically and features authentic

carriage and tank houses. It is known as the centerpiece of Oakland's

Preservation Park Historic District. High Tea at the Pardee House is a truly

British treat.

 +1 510 444 2187  www.pardeehome.org/  672 11th Street, Oakland CA

 by BWChicago   

Paramount Theatre 

"Fusing Disciplines"

The Paramount Theatre is the home of the Oakland Ballet and the

Oakland East Bay Symphony. It is the area's foremost facility for

performing arts and is known for its grand music concerts, variety shows

and movies. Constructed in the post-Depression period of 1931, the

Paramount Theatre is best remembered for fusing various disciplines of

arts together into a harmonious whole. The Paramount frequently screens

old movie classics complete with intermission with bar service.

 +1 510 465 6400  www.paramounttheatre.com/  2025 Broadway, Oakland CA
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 by Californiathegreat   

Oakland Museum of California 

"Chronicles of Californian History"

Oakland Museum of California is an architectural work of art and is filled

with a variety of educational exhibits, both permanent and temporary, that

chronicles many aspects of California history. The permanent displays

include a gallery of California art, a simulated journey through California's

diverse ecosystems, and exhibits on the history of the state's multicultural

populations. Many people visit the museum just to stroll through its

amazing sculpture garden. With artworks and historical heritage of the

past, the museum wants to motivate visitors to create an equally brilliant

cultural heritage for the future. This museum is a must-visit especially for

those who love exploring historical developments peculiar to an area.

 +1 510 318 8400  www.museumca.org/  1000 Oak Street, Oakland CA

 by MarkDoliner   

Cathedral of Christ the Light 

"Modern Roman Catholic Cathedral"

That huge, modern glass tower perched on the edge of Lake Merritt is

actually the Cathedral of Christ the Light, although it is sometimes known

simply as the Oakland Cathedral. This Roman Catholic Cathedral was

actually the first built in the 21st Century as a replacement for the

Cathedral of Saint Frances de Sales, which was damaged beyond repair in

the 1989 earthquake. Among the regular attributes, the Cathedral

includes a health services center providing help to those without

insurance, a mausoleum for the bishops of Oakland, a cafe, a bookstore

and a public garden. The Cathedral often hosts classical and religious

concerts and concert series that are free to the public.

 +1 510 893 4711  www.ctlcathedral.org/  tours@ctlcathedral.org  2121 Harrison Street,

Oakland CA

 by Oakland-100   

Lake Merritt 

"Fun Recreation in the Heart of Oakland"

This shallow, 195-acre (7,89,137 meter) lake is considered by many to be

the heart of Oakland. Once an arm of the San Francisco Bay, it actually

served as a sewer for a time before Samuel Merritt proposed a dam in

order to clean up the lake and have it become the focal point for civic

pride and recreation that it is today. As the lake was also a common place

to see many migratory birds and ducks, the lake was turned into the first

wildlife refuge in North America in 1870. In 1925, the lake's "necklace of

lights" was installed, and still stands today making the lake beautiful

during day or night. The lake provides many recreational opportunities,

including boating, playgrounds, picnic areas and the legendary Children's

Fairyland storybook park.

 www.lakemerritt.org/  Bellevue Avenue & Grand Avenue, Oakland CA

 by Wordworking   

Children's Fairyland 

"Storybook Playland"

This is a 10-acre (40,468 square meter) outdoor park in Oakland's

Lakeside Park at Lake Merritt that features larger-than-life displays, rides,

and entertainment inspired by children's literature. Since five decades Bay

Area families have turned here for wholesome family fun, and Walt Disney

even got the idea for Disneyland from Fairyland. Enjoy a restored old-

fashioned carousel, puppet shows, the Johnny Appleseed Cafe, and all

your favorite childhood literary characters from Alice In Wonderland to the

Swiss Family Robinson. It is highly recommended that you buy the "magic

key" that activates the narration of most displays. Please keep in mind

visitors are not allowed entry without a child accompanying them.

 +1 510 452 2259  www.fairyland.org  fairylandinfo@fairyland.org  699 Bellevue Avenue,
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 by Allie_Caulfield   

Jack London Square 

"Oakland's #1 Attraction"

This is a Port of Oakland attraction named after the famous author and

Oakland native. The charming waterfront property is filled with numerous

entertainment options and quality dining and shopping establishments.

Some of the highlights include awesome views, strolls on the boardwalk,

amazing restaurants, and the famous Yoshi's Jazz House. You may enjoy

the selection of numerous great boutiques plus a movie theater, ferry

cruises, and special events like a Farmer's Market every Sunday and an

antiques and collectibles show the first Saturday of every month.

 +1 510 645 9292  www.jacklondonsquare.com  Broadway & Embarcadero, Oakland CA

 by Pexels   

Rockridge/College Avenue

Shopping District 

"Shopping, Dining, People-Watching"

With its own BART station, Rockridge's main artery is College Avenue.

Half in Oakland and half in Berkeley, Rockridge nevertheless feels like its

own little town. Locals, as well as those in-the-know throughout the Bay

Area, know this is the perfect place to wile away a sunny weekend

afternoon shopping for antiques, gourmet groceries, and the best in

locally made clothing and crafts, or to just enjoy a leisurely brunch at one

of the many fine restaurants. Whether you are visiting for a short while or

are new to the area, a day in Rockridge is not to be missed.

 +1 510 604 3125  www.rockridgedistrict.com/shop  College Avenue, Oakland CA

 by Daniel Ramirez   

Lake Temescal 

"Hills Swimming Lake"

This little East Bay lake in the Oakland Hills is still recovering from a fire

that occurred in 1991, but is nonetheless in splendid condition for

recreational purposes. The swimming area, open spring through fall,

offers a lifeguard on duty in the summer, plus a snack bar and changing

facility. Fishing is permitted year-round and the lake is stocked with

catfish, rainbow trout, largemouth bass and more. Picnicking tables are

found throughout the grassy areas of the park and a playground structure

helps to keep children occupied.

 +1 510 652 1155  www.ebparks.org/parks/temescal  6502 Broadway Terrace, Oakland CA

 by Ken Lund   

Oakland California Temple 

"Beacon of Light"

People of all religious beliefs have been known to visit here because of its

magnificent views and lovely architecture. This LDS temple is one of the

most beautiful churches in the San Francisco Bay Area. The 82,417 square-

foot, 170 foot-tall temple was built in the early 1960s and can be seen from

many scenic points across the Bay Area. The temple features a visitor's

center that offers exhibits and interactive presentations on religious

topics. It also features a family history center that offers geneaology

services and over 21 million microfilms available. The temple remains

open to the public Tuesday through Saturday.

 +1 510 531 3200  templehill.org/  4766 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland CA
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 by Sarah Stierch   

Robert Sibley Volcanic Regional

Preserve 

"Ten Million Year-Old Volcano Debris"

The Bay Area tourist may be surprised to learn that volcanoes once roared

in the Oakland hills. This preserve, maintained by the East Bay Parks and

Recreation Department, features Round Top, a peak made of ten million-

year-old lava and volcanic debris that is one of the highest points in the

Oakland hills. The park was one of the first three in the East Bay Regional

Parks District, established in 1936. A visitor center at the park has self-

guided tour brochures so guests can stroll the park and learn of its historic

significance at their own leisure.

 +1 888 327 2757  www.ebparks.org/parks/sibley  6800 Skyline Blvd, Oakland CA
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Chabot Space & Science Center 

"Public Observatory"

This science center features a variety of educational attractions including

one of the largest telescopes (36-inch reflector) open to the public in the

United States. You can also look through its historic eight- and 20-inch

telescopes and enjoy a sophisticated 250-seat planetarium, a 210-seat

domed-screen theater, and a 150-seat amphitheater. The observatory also

offers interactive science exhibits including a Challenger Learning Center

with space flight simulation.

 +1 510 336 7300  www.chabotspace.org/  info@chabotspace.org  10000 Skyline Boulevard,

Oakland CA

 by Bill Abbott   

Oakland Aviation Museum 

"Airport Aviation Museum"

This is a unique aviation museum set in a vintage hangar at the Oakland

International Airport's historic North Field. Aviation lovers of all ages

travel to the museum to see its collection of restored vintage aircrafts.

Other celebrated exhibits include the "Flying Boat," a 1946 upgraded

version of the famous World War II British Sunderland, and a Lockheed

10-A Electra, sister ship of Amelia Earhart's plane. You will also find other

displays including a history of women in flight.

 +1 510 638 7100  www.oaklandaviationmus

eum.org/

 oaklndaviatmuseum@att.n

et

 8252 Earhart Road, Oakland

CA

 by Mike Linksvayer   

Redwood Regional Park 

"Redwood Forest Recreation Area"

Redwood Regional Park is located in the hills of Oakland. It boasts the

largest remaining natural strand of coastal redwood in the East Bay. Early

mariners used to use these tall redwood trees to help them navigate the

San Francisco Bay. Many locals enjoy hiking and biking around the

available trails, which offers gorgeous scenery. In addition to the deer,

rabbits and squirrels that roam the park, it is also home to rare wildlife

species such as the golden eagle and the striped racer snake. The Roberts

Regional Recreation Area, a park within the park, features a swimming

pool and playgrounds. Throughout the park, you will find access to a well-

maintained system of restrooms, water fountains and picnic tables. The

Chabot Observatory and Science Center is one of the park's most

prominent attractions.

 +1 888 327 2757  www.ebparks.org/parks/redwood  7867 Redwood Road, Oakland CA
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 by Todd Dailey   

Oakland Zoo 

"See the Animals"

The Oakland Zoo is home to more than 440 exotic and domestic birds,

mammals, marsupials, and reptiles. Some of its attractions include a park

with picnic facilities, an educational wildlife theater, a children's petting

zoo, a carousel, a chair lift ride, and a miniature train. The zoo also offers

group tours and a lecture series for adults in the spring.

 +1 510 632 9525  www.oaklandzoo.org/  9777 Golf Links Road, Oakland CA

 by string_bass_dave   

Dunsmuir House 

"Landmark Mansion & Gardens"

This beautiful mansion built in 1899 is an outstanding example of the neo-

classical revival style significant enough to have been designated as a

National Historic Site by the United States Department of the Interior. The

37-room estate features a Tiffany-style dome, ten fireplaces and lovely

parquet floors in its 16,224 square-feet. During the winter holiday season,

the house features magnificent decorations and hosts a number of special

festive events.

 +1 510 615 5555  dunsmuirhellman.com/  rbresso@oaklandnet.com  2960 Peralta Oaks Court,

Oakland CA
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