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Bowers Museum of Cultural Art
"Prominent Orange County Museum"

by Eric Stoner

+1 714 567 3600

Founded in 1932, this is likely the best all-around museum in Orange
County. The complex has particularly come into its own since its reopening in 1992 with expanded and improved exhibition spaces. Created
with funds donated by Charles Bowers, the complex was built in the style
of the California Missions, and is adorned with murals honoring that motif.
Originally intended by Mr. Bowers to focus on local history, the museum
has since enlarged its focus to incorporate artifacts from the cultures of
Southeast Asia, Oceania, Mexico and Native America.
www.bowers.org

rweinberg@bowers.org

2002 North Main Street,
Santa Ana CA

Orange County Museum of Art
"Orange County's Largest Gallery"

by David Eppstein

+1 949 759 4848

If you are driving south along the coast for the day from L.A., this gallery is
ideally situated near the popular Fashion Island shopping center, not even
a mile from the Pacific Coast Highway. The subject of much controversy
among Orange County's art crowd over the past few years, the museum
expanded to almost double its original size when the Newport Harbor Art
Museum (same location) and the Laguna Art Museum consolidated to
form this larger complex, scandalizing the art-loving Laguna Beach
community. The permanent collection focuses on late 20th-century and
California art, but the museum enjoys exhibitions that have included
works from artists such as Rico Lebrun and Pablo Picasso. The Plein Air
Café serves lunch, and a meal will earn you free admission to the
museum.
www.ocma.net

850 San Clemente Drive, Newport
Beach CA

Laguna Art Museum
"Celebrating Creativity"

by Patrick Pelster

+1 949 494 8971

Laguna Beach has long been a center for art. Creative types tired of the
hustle and bustle of Los Angeles flocked here in droves to work their
magic along Laguna's pristine shores. The Laguna Art Museum continues
this proud heritage with an impressive list of year-round exhibitions and
programming. Within these hallowed halls, you'll find classic and
contemporary works by artists both fledgling and world renowned. An
emphasis is placed on Californians, but the museum's scope is global
nonetheless.
www.lagunaartmuseum.org

307 Cliff Drive, Laguna Beach CA
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