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 by Ray in Manila   

Templo Meiji Jingu 

"Shrine Dedicated to Emperor Meiji"

Dedicated to the deified spirits of Emperor Meiji and Empress Shoken, this

Shinto shrine was originally constructed in 1920 at the site of an iris

garden that is known to have been favored by the royal couple. Emperor

Meiji ascended to the throne in 1867, at the height of the Meiji

Restoration, drawing Japan from the veils of feudalism and into the

modern era. The traditional nagare-zukuri shrine is built amid a teeming,

evergreen forest of over 10,000 trees from across Japan; a token of

gratitude donated by the people. Simple, yet elegant, the Meiji Jingū is

isolated from the hustle and bustle of the city, its verdant shroud

softening the sounds of the vibrant metropolis that is Tokyo. Nearby lies

the enchanting inner garden, a field of iris blooms in June. The Imperial

Treasure House at the shrine also exhibits the coronation carriage and

several other intriguing mementos of Emperor Meiji and Empress Shoken.

The shrine that stands today is a reconstruction of the original, which

dates back to 1958 after its predecessor was destroyed during World War

II.

 +81 3 3379 5511  www.meijijingu.or.jp/  1-1 Off Metropolitan Expressway Route

Number 4, Yoyogikamizonocho,

Shinjuku Line, Tóquio

 by Kakidai   

Shinjuku Gyo-en 

"Former Imperial Garden"

The Shinjuku Gyo-en blends Western and Eastern influences in its layout

with English, French and conventional Japanese gardens. It also features

quaint tea ceremony houses and a greenhouse with a considerable

collection of tropical plants. It is most famous for its cherry blossom trees,

which in early spring paint the whole place with different hues of fluttering

pink. It is an ideal place to get some fresh air, relax amidst nature and lift

your spirits.

 +81 3 3341 1461  www.env.go.jp/garden/shinjukugyo

en/english/index.html

 11 Koshu-Kaido Avenue, Tóquio

 by MarcSantaCruz   

Yoyogi Park 

"Tokyo's Central Park"

This naturally wooded park adjoins the Meiji Jingu Shrine, and until 1996,

it hosted Tokyo's amateur rock and roll bands, who strutted their stuff

every Sunday. They have since moved to Omotesando, and Yoyogi Park

has become quiet, and ideal for groups of friends and families who like to

enjoy a tranquil Sunday afternoon strolling by small ponds filled with koi

(Japanese carp). Rental bicycles are available within the grounds during

summer.

 +81 3 3469 6081  www.tokyo-park.or.jp/park/format/i

ndex039.html#googtrans(en)

 2-1 Yoyogi-Kamizono-cho, SHibuya

City, Tóquio
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 by Kakidai   

Shibuya 

"Spend the Day Shopping"

Shibuya is a district in Tokyo that is known for its shopping and fashion.

Start the day at the well-known meeting spot, Hachiko Statue, then head

down any street to find great stores. Book 1st is a fantastic book store and

Mandarake is the perfect place to peruse anime comics or toys. Find a

great outfit at Hysteric Glamour or discover a great song at Tower

Records. If you have a child, or are a kid at heart, don't miss the Disney

Store. However, head to Shibuya 109 if you want to do all of your

shopping at once. This impressive mall is located in the middle of the

street and is both a landmark and a shopping center.

 +81 3 3463 1211 (Tourist Information)  www.city.shibuya.tokyo.jp/  Area around Shibuya Station, Tóquio

 by Daderot   

Hie Shrine 

"Ensuring the Palace's Good Fortune"

Nestled in the recesses of Nagatachō, the iconic Hei Shrine upholds the

spirit of the Shinto school. The temple enshrines Oyamakui-no-kami, its

architecture comprising traditional elements like pointed roofs and scarlet,

lacquered furnishings. Dating back to 1478, this revered shrine was

originally built inside the Edo Castle to serve as protection from enemies.

It was moved to its present site in 1659, with its role as guardian of the

palace unfazed and unchanged. Although the facade is insignificant

concrete, the torii gate bears inscriptions and glorious images of monkeys,

which are believed to be messengers of the shrine's deity. A fine

collection of Tokugawa swords and other relics are also on display in the

shrine museum. An iconic sanctum in the midst of Tokyo's cosmopolitan

din, the shrine does not just reverberate with an ardor which has shaped

the religious course of the country, but also carries within itself legendary

traces of the Kamakura eon.

 +81 3 3581 2471  www.hiejinja.net/english/i

ndex.html

 koho2@hiejinja.net  2-10-5 Nagatacho, Chiyoda

City, Tóquio

 by pierre9x6   

Tokyo Imperial Palace 

"Home of the Royal Family"

Residing amid rolling, open parkland, the glorious Kōkyo (Tokyo Imperial

Palace) is an ethereal structure commanding might and magnificence.

Fronted by the rejuvenating Fukiage Garden, East Garden and Ninomaru

Garden which are enlivened by an alluring autumnal glory, the palace is

steeped in history and unabashed architectural excellence. The Imperial

Palace has been the official residence of the Emperor and Empress of

Japan since Tokyo became the political and imperial capital in 1868.

Located in what was once the inner section of Edo Castle, the seat of the

Tokugawa shogun, this piece of prime real estate in central Tokyo is

enclosed by walls and moats. The magnificent visage gives way to an

interior which is just as elegant, comprising Hōmeiden State Banquet Hall,

the Rensui Dining Room and the Chōwaden Reception Hall among other

sections. Only on two occasions - January 2 (New Year) and 23 February

(Emperor Naruhito's birthday) do the Emperor and the Royal Family

emerge and wave to the gathering crowd from behind bulletproof

windows. A magnificent nexus of modernist architectural styles fused with

rooted, traditional nuances, the Imperial Palace is the crowning glory of

Tokyo.

 +81 3 3213 1111  sankan.kunaicho.go.jp/english/guid

e/koukyo.html

 1-1 Off Daikanco-Dori, Tóquio
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 by judithscharnowski   

Akihabara 

"Tokyo's Electric Town"

Akihabara refers to the eastern side of the Chiyoda section of Tokyo. A

vibrant and trendy hub, it is sometimes referred to as the "Electric City"

because of the high concentration of stores selling all things electronic.

Find the latest video games, gadgets, iPods, and cameras at Yodobashi

Akiba, a nine-story flagship store, or peruse the Tokyo Animation Center

where you can watch showings and demonstrations on gaming and

animation. Almost every shop here deals with electronics, so the

possibilities are endless for technology lovers!

 +81 3 3201 3331 (Tourist Information)  akiba.or.jp/english/index.html  Akihabara, Tóquio

 by Tak1701d   

Kabuki-za 

"Traditional Japanese Theater"

Kabuki-za, the main kabuki theater in Tokyo since 1889, usually features

two daily performances each consisting of three or four plays, and the

repertoire is changed monthly. For 650 Yen, non-Japanese-speaking

visitors can hire earphones that give an explanation in English. The visitor

who does not have time for an entire performance can buy a ticket for the

4th floor to watch part of the show, but earphones are not available. Five

restaurants provide a wide range of Japanese food and refreshments for

visitors.

 +81 3 3545 6800  www.kabuki-za.co.jp/  4-12-15 Ginza, Tóquio

 by JordyMeow   

Ginza 

"Tokyo's Fifth Avenue"

Ginza is one of Japan's, and perhaps Asia's, most prestigious shopping

areas. Many up-market retail shops have their flagship stores here. Ginza

attracts smart and elegant shoppers and office workers as well as

students in t-shirts. There are countless wining and dining places to

choose from ranging from the reasonable to the outrageously expensive.

You can also participate in and enjoy the events which take place in the

vibrant district all year round. If you have the money to spend, Ginza

should be on your itinerary.

 +81 3 3562 1111 (Tourist Information)  www.ginza.jp/en/  Ginza, Chuo City, Tóquio

 by Daderot   

The Shitamachi Museum 

"Edo Era Nostalgia"

Wreathed in an atmosphere of a working-class neighborhood set in the

pre-1923 Great Kanto Earthquake days, the Shitamachii Museum is an

evocative representation of the bygone glory of Japan. It is home to a

string of traditional, Japanese-style houses which, much paradoxically, lie

nestled amid the soaring high-rises of Tokyo. A mural on the landing

between the first and second floors depicts peddlers, artisans and blue-

collar workers going about their daily life during the Edo period. The

extensive display of household items gives a fascinating peek into a

lifestyle from days gone by. A striking nexus of antiquity and unhindered

cultural intrigue, the museum displays insightful exhibits which can be

explored and understood with the help of an English speaking guide. A

glimpse of Japanese history, the museum is no less than a time machine,

transporting its visitors to the Edo era.

 +81 3 3823 7451  www.taitocity.net/taito/shitamachi/  2-1 Ueno Koen, Tóquio
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 by pelican   

Ueno Zoo 

"One of Japan's Oldest Zoos"

Ueno Zoological Gardens, over a 100 years old, contains a multitude of

birds, Siberian tigers, monkeys, gorillas, Giant Pandas, giraffes and other

animals from all over the world. A monorail links the two separate areas

within the zoo, and there is also a children's petting zoo at the southern

end. A pagoda-like structure on one end of the park adds some Japanese

history into the mix. Neatly combining history and wildlife, this attraction

makes for a particularly rewarding experience for children.

 +81 3 3828 5171  www.tokyo-

zoo.net/sp/english/ueno/

 9-83 Off Dobutsuen Street, Ueno Park,

Tóquio

 by Kakidai   

Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum 

"Sticking to Tradition"

Founded in 1926, the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum displays a wide

range of Japanese art forms in its six huge galleries. Apart from

organizing exhibitions of traditional Japanese crafts, graphic design and

calligraphy by contemporary Japanese artists, the museum also holds art

lectures and workshops for upcoming enthusiasts. Admission prices vary

as per the exhibition. For more details, check the website.

 +81 3 3823 6921  www.tobikan.jp/  8-36 Ueno Park, Tóquio

 by Kakidai   

National Museum of Nature and

Science 

"Peeping Into Natural History of Japan"

This huge, two-building general science museum was established in 1877

and covers a wide variety of scientific knowledge including the evolution

of living things, the Earth's formative history, nature, and astronomy. The

giant dinosaur fossil, a moon rock and the stuffed body of Hachiko, the

famous loyal Akita dog are some of the unmissable exhibits here.

Taxidermy specimens, steam engines and the life of Japanese people are

also some of the intriguing permanent exhibitions. If you cannot read

Japanese, it is better to bring along a Japanese friend who can translate

things for you.

 +81 3 3822 0111  www.kahaku.go.jp/  sts@kahaku.go.jp  7-20 Uenokoen, Tóquio

 by Wiiii   

Tokyo National Museum 

"A Trove of Cultural Treasures"

The Tokyo National Museum displays a bevy of sculptures, paintings,

calligraphy, archaeological objects and other decorative arts. Broadly

divided into Japanese, Chinese and Korean forms, the museum's

collections are nothing short of artistic preservation of Asian history and

culture. Exhibitions, lectures and gallery talks are held regularly, so

visitors can gain access to some valuable information about the world's

largest continent. The museum also stores historical documents dating

back to the 10th and 11th Centuries.

 +81 3 3822 1111  www.tnm.jp/?lang=en  13-9 Ueno Park, Ueno Park, Tóquio

https://www.flickr.com/photos/pelican/31974386
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://cityseeker.com/pt/tokyo/29689-ueno-zoo
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tokyo_Metropolitan_Teien_Art_Museum_01.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://cityseeker.com/pt/tokyo/34553-tokyo-metropolitan-art-museum
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2018_National_Museum_of_Nature_and_Science,_Tokyo.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://cityseeker.com/pt/tokyo/30759-national-museum-of-nature-and-science
https://cityseeker.com/pt/tokyo/30759-national-museum-of-nature-and-science
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tokyo_National_Museum,_Honkan_2010.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://cityseeker.com/pt/tokyo/34547-tokyo-national-museum


 by Yves Picq

http://veton.picq.fr   

Ryogoku Kokugikan 

"Colosseum of Sumo Wrestlers"

Ryogoku Kokugikan is one of the largest indoor venues in Tokyo and

serves multiple purposes. It hosts a number of local sporting events such

as boxing and wrestling, as well as musical concerts. The arena is

designed keeping international standards in mind, as a lot of overseas

tourists flock here during matches which are held every January, May and

September. Refreshment stands serving alcoholic and non alcoholic

beverages, and easy parking facilities are available. Do not forget to try

out the legendary Yakitori which is Japanese style barbecue chicken,

served during matches. A visit here is not merely a visit to an arena; it is a

taste of a slice of the Tokyo life.

 +81 3 3623 5111  www.sumo.or.jp/kokugikan/  1-3-28 Yokoami, Tóquio

 by Wiiii   

Edo-Tokyo Museum 

"History & Architecture of Edo"

Both history and architecture buffs will appreciate the very contemporary

building balanced on its landmark, gigantic pillars. Set in a stadium-sized

expanse, a model of Nihonbashi (Japan's premier bridge) separates feudal

Tokyo (Edo) from modern Tokyo (since 1868). In the permanent exhibition

area, you will find original documents of the Edo era. Nostalgic aspects of

everyday life are depicted to scale without the restriction of display cases.

Ongoing enactments of various folk arts and crafts bring Japan's rich

cultural traditions to life. Do not miss the models of the Edo Castle and the

Kabuki Theater. See the website for visitor information and the event

calendar.

 +81 3 3626 9974  www.edo-tokyo-museum.or.jp/sp  1-4-1 Yokoami, Tóquio

 by Kakidai   

Asakusa Shrine 

"One of The Most Famous Shrines in Tokyo"

A millennium ago or so the legend goes, the Hirokuma brothers found the

statue of Kannon (the Bodhisattva of Mercy - the deity alleged to have

great powers in purifying people and granting them true happiness) in

their fishing nets, and the village chief dutifully enshrined it. The Asakusa

Shrine was thus established in 1649 and the three persons in the legend

were consecrated as gods of the shrine, hereby earning it the nickname

Sanja-sama (the shrine of the three gods). Undoubtedly one of the most

famous shrines in Tokyo, it also hosts the Sanja Festival in May.

 +81 3 3844 1575  www.asakusajinja.jp/en/e

nglish/

 info@asakusajinja.jp  2-3-1 Asakusa, Taito City,

Tóquio

 by fisag   

Odaiba 

"A Floating Entertainment Paradise"

A fine example of Japanese planning and ingenuity, Odaiba is an artificial

island located on the Tokyo Bay. The name 'Odaiba' finds its origins in the

network of six artificial islands which were built in 1853 by Egawa

Hidetatsu to protect the city of Edo, former name of Tokyo, from the

American Commodore Matthew Perry, whose fleet of Black Ships posed

an imminent threat. In modern times, this island has become a major

attraction for leisure and entertainment, withstanding the economic

collapse of Japan and other adversities. Today, Odaiba is home to a range

of shopping, dining and entertainment destinations, also being home to a

replica of the Statue of Liberty, which sits gloriously amid the background

of the Rainbow Bridge.
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 +81 3 3201 3331 (Tourist Information)  www.japan.travel/en/things-to-do/  Odaiba, Tóquio

 by Wei-Te Wong   

Tokyo Skytree 

"Landmark Tower of Tokyo"

Watching over the increasingly-cosmopolitan landscape of Sumida, Tokyo

Sky Tree is one of the tallest of its kind in the whole of Japan. The tower is

indeed a beacon of the city's contemporary bent and an amalgam of the

country's traditional tastes and elements of Neo-futuristic architecture.

Boasting a monumental scale of 634 meters (2080 feet), this lofty tower is

home to many attractions including a restaurant, a cafe, an aquarium and

a couple of observation decks that afford astounding views of the

metropolitan cityscape beneath. Also doubling as a broadcasting tower,

Tokyo Skytree prides itself on its glorious standing as one of the world's

tallest towers. A sight of magnificence and luminescence at night, Tokyo

Sky Tree is not only a dominating feature of Sumida's skyline but is also a

majestic embodiment of the city's ever-evolving face.

 +81 570 550 634  www.tokyo-skytree.jp/en/  1-1-2 Off Hikifunegawa-dori Street,

Tóquio

 by Nesnad   

Yakatabune Cruising Harumiya 

"Scenic Tokyo Boat Cruise"

"Yakatabune" is a Japanese traditional boat. From on board, you can

admire a view of the beautiful landscape of Tokyo. Booking is necessary

before you join this cruise, so please make sure to check the cruise

schedule. The cost varies depending on specific routes and choice of food

options. All in all, a cruise on this boat is perfect for a special date. If you

wish to learn more, please contact Harumiya.

 +81 3 3644 1344  yakatabune-

tokyo.com/index.html

 info@harumiya.co.jp  6-17-12 Higashisuna, Tóquio

 by stanvpetersen   

Tokyo Disneyland 

"Tokyo's Magic Kingdom"

This magical wonderland is a fitting embodiment of Walt Disney's legacy.

Opened in 1983, Tokyo Disneyland was the first Disney theme park to be

built outside the United States. The park is centered around the iconic

Cinderella Castle, and features a troupe of attractions scattered across

numerous themed arenas such as World Bazaar, Adventureland,

Westernland, Critter Country, Fantasyland, Toontown and Tomorrowland.

In addition, this gargantuan facility is also home to an arsenal of shops

and dining facilities. Here, Mickey Mouse, along with his clan of iconic

Disney characters, parades around, sparking joy and jubilation among

both young and old.

 +81 45 683 3333  www.tokyodisneyresort.jp/en/tdl/  1-1 Maihama, Tokyo Disney Resort,

Urayasu
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