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Texas State Capitol 

"The Heart of Texas"

A famous slogan states that everything is bigger in Texas, and if one

views its capitol building, the age-old phrase rings true. Standing a stately

309 feet (94 meters) and modeled after the United States Capitol in

Washington D.C., the Texas State Capitol owns the distinction of being

the nation's tallest capitol building. Designed by architect Elijah E. Myers

and constructed using lustrous red granite, the capitol took more than

seven years to complete. It was finished in the year 1888 at a total cost of

more than three million dollars, an extravagant price even by today's

standards. The perfectly landscaped grounds reflect the languid pace of

life under the central Texan sun, inviting passers-by for a quiet stroll or a

lazy day under a tree.

 +1 512 463 0063  www.tspb.state.tx.us/  1100 Congress Street, Austin TX

 by Dan Pancamo   

Bats Under South Congress

Bridge 

"Mexican Free-Tailed Bats"

The Congress Bridge over Colorado River houses approximately one and

a half million bats in mid-summer. In the spring, the pregnant female

makes her way north to roosting sites in the Southwestern United States.

They each give birth to a baby and at five weeks of age the pups can fly.

Hundreds of people line the bridge at dusk to catch a rare glimpse of the

bats as they leave the bridge for their nightly feeding. It may take up to 45

minutes for all the bats to exit. They will consume between 10,000 and

30,000 pounds of insects each night.

 +1 512 478 0098 (Tourist Information)  100 South Congress Avenue, Austin TX
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Barton Creek Greenbelt 

"All kinds of Sports"

This creek winds through Central and South Austin, featuring beautiful

hiking and bike trails as well as many choice swimming holes. The natural

surroundings have been left to flourish as only the Texas countryside can.

One of the more popular areas is at the far north end of the park—the

Scottish Woods Trails, a rocky path leading to a gorgeous private

swimming hole at the base of a small waterfall. Barton Creek Greenbelt

runs west and north from Zilker Park for nearly eight miles. Contact the

Austin Parks and Recreation Department for a map of the greenbelt and

access areas.

 +1 512 499 6700  austinparks.org/parks/barton-creek-

greenbelt-east-loop-360-access/

 2201 Barton Springs Road, Austin TX
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Texas State Cemetery 

"Famous Resting Place"

This 22-acre (8.9-hectare) cemetery is the final resting place of some of

Austin's most famous military and public figures, including Stephen F.

Austin, Barbara Jordan and nearly 2200 veterans of the Confederate

Army. It was restored in 1997 with a visitor center addition and is a very

tranquil place to be. Visitors may call ahead to arrange for guided tours, or

take a private tour with help from the Visitor Center's information packets.

Admission is free.

 +1 512 463 0605  www.cemetery.state.tx.us/  harry.bradley@tfc.state.tx.

us

 909 Navasota Street, Austin

TX
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Zilker Botanical Garden 

"Beautiful Landscapes"

The amazing Zilker Botanical Garden overlooks the Zilker Park fields

bordering Barton Springs Road. The garden is actually comprised of

several different gardens, including the Cactus and Succulent, Xeriscape,

Herb and Fragrance, Rose, Azalea, Butterfly and Taniguchi Gardens.

Taniguchi is a beautiful Japanese landscape with a waterfall, running

stream, lily ponds and wooden bridges. The lush, peaceful grounds are

commonly perused by artists and writers searching for inspiration, and by

others just looking for solitude amid the city.

 +1 512 477 8672  www.zilkergarden.org/  info@zilkergarden.org  2220 Barton Springs Road,

Austin TX
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Zilker Metropolitan Park 

"Wonderful Public Park"

Patrons will enjoy a huge variety of activities at Zilker Park. You can check

out the hike and bike trails, picnic facilities, Zilker Botanical Garden, canoe

rentals, soccer fields, sand volleyball courts, riverboat rides on Town Lake,

concerts, festivals and even a miniature train. The wide-open stretches of

grass in this park are just minutes from the downtown area. There is

plenty of room and various diversions for the kids, so you can get a

suntan, take long walks by the river or just curl up with a book down by

the river.

 +1 512 472 4914  www.austintexas.gov/department/zi

lker-metropolitan-park

 2100 Barton Springs Road, Austin TX
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Lyndon Baines Johnson Library &

Museum 

"Presidential Library"

One of the most visited presidential libraries in the nation, Lyndon Baines

Johnson Library & Museum is supplied with information regarding one of

the most controversial times in United States history. Peeking inside the

life of the 36th President, Lyndon Baines Johnson, the LBJ tapes provide

listeners the opportunity to learn about former president John F.

Kennedy's assassination and the Vietnam War. Along with the famous

tapes, visitors can see a to-scale replica of the Oval Office, political

memorabilia and more than 39 million pages of historical notes. Plan on a

full day at this library and museum, but if you are a real history buff, you

will barely scratch the surface of what this fantastic archive has to offer.

 +1 512 721 0200  www.lbjlibrary.org/  johnson.library@nara.gov  2313 Red River Street, Austin

TX
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South Congress Avenue 

"Shopping and Dining District"

Cross the river from downtown and enter the wonderful South Congress

Avenue District. Browse through its many shops and check out eateries

that tantalize the taste buds and the pocketbooks. Check out Uncommon

Objects, a wonderful import and knick knack shop, or The Armadillo

Market, which carries everything Texas. For the famished shopper, there

are more than enough options: Tex-Mex at Guerro's or the eclectic

Magnolia Café are all favorites with the locals. After a cup of coffee or

lunch, you should browse the retro resale shops along the avenue.

 +1 512 478 0098  South Congress Avenue, Austin TX
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Lady Bird Lake 

"Scenic Reservoir"

A reservoir of the undulating Colorado River, Lady Bird Lake lies nestled in

startling contrast with the cosmopolitan buildings that fringe it. Originally

known as 'Town Lake', this reservoir was created in 1960, with the

construction of the Longhorn Dam. For a decade, this lake was left in a

derelict state, until it was transformed into a beautiful recreation zone in

the 1970s. In 2007, the lake was given the name Lady Bird Lake, honoring

the memory of the former First Lady, Lady Bird Johnson. Its glassy waters

a wonderland for recreation, the lake is skirted by lush, emerald droves,

winding trails, the sprawling Zilker Park and the rejuvenating Barton

Springs. The lake enables an array of exhilarating activities like kayaking,

canoeing, rowing, paddleboarding and recreational fishing. Lady Bird Lake

has been host to a string of sporting events, while its bank is popular for

musical performances.

 +1 512 478 0098 (Tourist Information)  austintexas.gov/page/lady-bird-lake  Ann and Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail,

Austin TX
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Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower

Research Center 

"Native Plant Garden"

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Research Center was established by Lady

Bird Johnson, First Lady of the United States from 1963-1969. This

fabulous garden bearing her name brims with native Texas plants in

courtyards, terraces, arbors and meadows. Along with a fantastic

children's center, visitors can explore a visitor's gallery, observation tower,

café, gift store and nature trails. Enjoy award-winning architecture and

fabulous scenery in this wonderful garden spot.

 +1 512 232 0100  www.wildflower.org/  4801 La Crosse Avenue, Austin TX
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Lake Austin 

"Tranquil Waters"

A reservoir in the Colorado River, Lake Austin is an ideal recreation spot.

When the Tom Miller Dam was constructed in 1939, this reservoir was

created. Though it serves a practical purpose like generation of electricity

and flood control, it is also a popular attraction in the city. You will find

many restaurants nearby, and the park along its banks offers fun activities

such as canoeing. Lake Austin works for those who just feel like taking a

walk, those who are looking to get their exercise for the day, those who

feel like chatting with others, or just those who want a bit of peace.

 +1 512 478 0098 (Tourist Information)  Off Coldwater Canyon Drive, Bunny Run, Austin TX
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