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Napa 

"Welcome to Wine Country"

Napa is the capital of California's wine country and offers a tantalizing

culinary experience. Here, visitors pamper their taste buds with gourmet

cuisine and passels of full-bodied wines from the valley. The trendy local

boutiques and designer stores afford hours of retail therapy, while the

many spas that dot the city offer relaxing massages and world-class

beauty treatments that rejuvenate and refresh. Cultural experiences

abound and the city is home to museums and art galleries showcasing

contemporary talent. Festivals and fairs like the Napa Wine & Crafts Fair

make for an interesting exposé on the local culture and food preferences

and draw crowds looking to savor a gourmet experience matched by few

in the world.

 +1 707 260 0107 (Tourist Information)  www.legendarynapavalley.com/  Napa, Napa CA

 by Dr.396   

Napa Valley Wine Train 

"Traveling Meals"

Hop on this train and experience a first-class meal and fine wines as you

tour wine county. The train offers a champagne brunch, casual lunches

and fancy dinners. It is ideal for romantic dinners, executive parties and

tourist excursions. The train's decor is elegant, though daytime travels are

casual. Take in the sights both outdoor and indoor: mahogany, brass and

etched glass in the restored 1917 Pullman Dining Car. At the McKinstry

Street Station starting point, you will find a handful of charming little

shops that specialize in wine (of course), gourmet foods and gifts.

 +1 707 253 2111  www.winetrain.com  reservation@winetrain.com  1275 McKinstry Street, Napa

CA
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Artesa Winery 

"Majestic Napa Winery"

This majestic Napa winery features a wine-making museum and an array

of champenoise sparkling wines for you to try. It was started in 1991 and

specializes in Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. Its 1991 Reserve and a 1992

Blanc de Blancs are exclusive to the winery tasting room. The 40 million

dollar wine-making facility sits on a hilltop and offers panoramic views of

Napa Valley. Sit in a peaceful courtyard and enjoy a reflecting pool,

sculpture, and fountains.

 +1 707 224 1668  www.artesawinery.com/  info@artesawinery.com  1345 Henry Road, Napa CA
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 by Jim G from Silicon Valley,

CA, USA   

Andretti Winery 

"Racing Champion's Tuscan Villa"

Racing legend Mario Andretti established this Tuscan-inspired winery in

1996. Located on the southern end of the Napa Valley, the 53-acre

(21.4-hectare) vineyard produces Merlot, Pinot Noir, Chardonnay,

Cabernet Sauvignon, Sangiovese, and Sauvignon Blanc vintages that are

featured in the tasting room. Guests are encouraged to tour the

4000-square-foot (371.6-square-meter) facility designed to look like a

Tuscan villa. Up to 300 guests can be accommodated for private parties.

The Winner's Circle Wine Club offers members two bottles of wine four

times a year, recipes from Mario's kitchen that complement Andretti

wines, discounts, a newsletter, special tours and tasting.

 +1 877 386 5070  www.andrettiwinery.com  info@andrettiwinery.com  4162 Big Ranch Road, Napa

CA

 by Mot the barber   

Balloons Above the Valley 

"Panoramic Napa"

Take an unforgettable hot air balloon ride over the Napa Valley. A typical

adventure includes an hour-long balloon ride with your pilot narrating the

sights, followed by a garden champagne-brunch. Launches begin at

sunrise. Enjoy incredible aerial views of Napa vineyards. Rates vary, call

for details.

 +1 707 253 2222  www.balloonrides.com/  info@balloonrides.com  5091 Solano Avenue, Napa

Valley Marriott, Napa CA

Robert Mondavi Winery 

"Wine Titan"

Robert Mondavi is one of the most renowned vintners in Napa County,

producing affordable and complex wines. The Robert Mondavi Winery

offers several tasting tours varying in depth and price. The Taste of Wine

is a two-hour formal tasting dedicated to training your palate as well as

learning about various wine characteristics. Reservations are required all

tours and tastings. In addition, the winery hosts countless concerts, art

exhibits and community events. Visit the website for details on tours,

tastings and events.

 +1 888 766 6328  www.robertmondaviwinery.com  7801 St. Helena Highway, Oakville CA
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Cakebread Cellars 

"For The Wine Connoisseurs"

Founded in 1973 by former photographer Jack Cakebread, this winery has

produced a plethora of award-winning vintages. The winery produces

85,000 cases annually and is best known for its classic rich Rutherford

Cabernets, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. The entire

family is involved with the winery operation, which includes promoting

healthy food. The Cakebreads founded the American Harvest Workshop,

an annual four-day event that promotes local agriculture and involves

chefs, winemakers and farmers. The family also sells organic produce

grown on winery grounds when available. Tours and tastings are by prior

appointment only.

 +1 707 963 5222  www.cakebread.com/  8300 Saint Helena Highway,

Rutherford, Napa CA
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 by Sarah_Ackerman   

Rubicon Estate 

"Coppola's Gem"

Founded as Inglenook in 1880, the historic Rubicon Estate has the honor

of being one of the few remaining family-owned wine estates of its

magnitude in existence. It is comprised of 235 acres (95 hectares) of

organically certified vineyards, and is located in Napa Valley's Rutherford

appellation. Rubicon Estate is home to the region's most famous Chateau

and Rubicon—the estate's flagship wine. Dominated by a special clone of

Cabernet Sauvignon that can be traced back to the original vineyard

plantings of 1880, Rubicon is a Bordeaux blend that reflects the unique

terrain of this property. In addition to the collection of award-winning

wines, Rubicon Estate offers an array of tours and tastings, some

historical, others are hands-on and interactive. From guided walks

through the vineyard to barrel sample tasting in the cellar, the property's

tour guides are experts at creating dynamic wine experiences for all

guests. The estate also is home to the Centennial Museum housing

memorabilia from Francis Ford Coppola's movies.

 +1 800 782 4266  www.rubiconestate.com  1991 Saint Helena Highway, Rutherford

CA
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Petaluma Wildlife & Natural

Science Museum 

"Where Students Learn From Animals"

The Petaluma Wildlife & Natural Science Museum has a huge collection of

taxidermied animals as well as live animals, and is open to the public

every Saturday. The property also includes an aviary, dioramas, and a

fossil and mineral collection.

 +1 707 778 4787  petalumawildlifemuseum.

com/

 info@petalumawildlifemus

eum.org

 201 Fair Street, Petaluma CA
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Robert Louis Stevenson Museum 

"For R. L. Stevenson Groupies"

Robert Louis Stevenson Museum hosts an exhibit of Robert Louis

Stevenson ephemera such as 8000 manuscripts, photos, letters and the

like. It is, in fact, one of the largest collections of Robert Louis Stevenson's

works outside of Scotland and a must-see for fans of his work. Virtually all

of his first editions are here. Stevenson spent his honeymoon in the area

and wrote The Silverado Squatters.

 +1 707 963 3757  www.silveradomuseum.or

g

 dorothy@silveradomuseum

.org

 1490 Library Lane, St. Helena

CA
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Beringer Vineyards 

"Old Wine"

Beringer Vineyards has been in the wine-making business for more than

125 years. With a combination of modern technology and traditional

methods, it produces some great blends. Pinot Grigio, Sparkling White

Zinfandel, Alluvium Blanc, Merlot, Pinot Noir and Cabernet Sauvignon are

some of the wines produced. The store sells items such as two bottle wine

boxes with handle, wine cellar tags, Beringer wine tasting wheel and

much more. You can choose to join any of the four wine clubs.

 +1 707 967 4412  www.beringer.com/  2000 Main Street, St. Helena CA
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John Muir National Historic Site 

"Famous Naturalist's Preserved Home"

This national park is the preserved home of one of the United States' most

famous naturalists and conservationists, John Muir. Muir, who passed

away in 1914, founded the Sierra Club and is considered the father of the

National Parks system. The site consists of Muir's 17-room Victorian

mansion and surrounding fruit ranch, his gravesite, the Martinez Adobe,

and the recently added Mount Wanda area that features the John Muir

Nature Trail. Take the self-guided tour of the grounds. There are special

events around Christmas and on John Muir's birthday, April 21.

 +1 925 228 8860  www.nps.gov/jomu/  4202 Alhambra Avenue, Martinez CA
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Culinary Institute of America at

Greystone 

"Monastery Kitchen"

The CIA's (Culinary Institute of America) West Coast campus resides in the

former home of the Christian Brothers winery—an imposing three-story

building over a hundred years old. This is a masters-level training center

for working, certified chefs. Visitors can take part in cooking

demonstrations and sample the chef's creation. Visit the website for

demonstration times and days. CIA's Campus Store stocks an impressive

supply of cookware and cookbooks for the serious cook. You may also

want to dine at the campus Wine Spectator Greystone restaurant—the

view of St. Helena from the terrace is grand.

 +1 707 967 1010  www.ciachef.edu  wsgr@culinary.edu  2555 Main Street, St. Helena

CA
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Russian River Brewing Company 

"Gold Medal Winner"

The citizens of Santa Rosa have reason to be in a continually celebratory

mood as their microbrewery of choice takes top honors nearly every year

at Denver's Great American Beer Festival. Since its inception in 1997, it

has won such accolades as “Small Brewing Company of the Year,”

“Innovation in Craft Brewing” and "Large Brewpub Champion

Brewmaster." Indeed, gold medal winners include such eloquently named

brews as Damnation, Blind Pig and Pliny the Elder. Many of them can be

found in pubs throughout the Bay Area, but the headquarters is a must-

see destination. Russian River Brewing Company is also credited with

inventing the Double India Pale Ale. The entire list of ales is fascinating,

each of them unique in blend, texture and flavor. At the tap room, live

music entertains crowds as they savor pizzas made thin, crisp and fresh.

 +1 707 545 2337  russianriverbrewing.com/s

anta-rosa-location/

 info@russianriverbrewing.c

om

 725 4th Street, Santa Rosa

CA
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Sharpsteen Museum 

"Local History & Color"

Sharpsteen Museum divides its exhibits between the work of Disney

animator Ben Sharpsteen, his colleagues, and topics of local historical

interest. Particular attention is given to Sam Brannan, who gave the town

its name. Brannan, a colorful character and pitchman, is also credited with

sparking the 1849 Gold Rush. The Sharpsteen Museum's great strength is

its focus; the exhibits are invariably interesting and amusing.

 +1 707 942 5911  www.sharpsteenmuseum.

org

 museum@napanet.net  1311 Washington Street,

Calistoga CA
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Charles M. Schulz Museum 

"For Peanuts' Fans"

If you love Peanuts (the comic strip), this is your paradise. From Schulz's

original works to his witty quotes, you will find it all. Designed by David

Robinson, the museum reflects Schulz's personality and style - modest,

low key and comfortable. The area covers 27,384 square feet (8346.6

square meters) with permanent and temporary galleries, a 100-seat

auditorium, classroom space and outdoor gardens and exhibits.

 +1 707 579 4452  www.schulzmuseum.org/  Inquiries@SchulzMuseum.

org

 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa

Rosa CA
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Old Faithful Geyser of California 

"The Real Deal!"

The name "old faithful" is most closely associated with the Yellowstone

Park geyser, but it is actually used to describe any geyser that erupts on a

regular schedule. Napa Valley's version is a blast! Boiling hot water shoots

60 feet (18.3 meters) into the crystal blue sky, while spectators gather

casually round and gasp every 30 minutes or so. Driving by, you might

mistake this for a tourist trap, a little worn down, more than a little tacky

from the outside; but rest assured, it really is worth the price of admission.

Don't miss the poor little fainting goats on the side, and the fascinating

exhibit on geyser eruptions and earthquake predictions. Seek out owner

Olga Kolbek; she's a gold mine of fascinating local lore.

 +1 707 942 6463  www.oldfaithfulgeyser.com  1299 Tubbs Lane, Calistoga CA
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Francis Ford Coppola Winery 

"Not Your Average Winery"

The Francis Ford Coppola Winery located in Geyserville just north of

Healdsburg is much more than just a winery. While they do, of course

have a vineyard and produce their own wine, along with daily tours, the

Coppola Winery offers many more services perfect for the whole family,

even the kids. The Winery features two swimming pools, connected buy a

water bridge with jets of water shooting over it, and private cabines and

lounge chairs surrounding the pool. Other entertainment options include

the winery's bocce ball court and a whole library of games, all of which are

free to use. The winery also features a restaurant - RUSTIC, Francis's

Favorites and Pool Cafe, a movie museum (it is a Coppola winery, after all)

and a "Godfather" inspired pavilion which hosts private events as well as

concerts.

 +1 707 857 1400  www.franciscoppolawiner

y.com

 info@ffcpresents.com  300 Via Archimedes,

Geyserville CA
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